PAGE 8 EDITORIAL 


PAGE 8 


PAGE 20 


Life after Big Brother Tower of Babel or progress? | Healing is God’s gift to us 

There is a prize for everyone Lee Rayfield opens the genetic book of life David Winter's thought for the month 



God used my healing 
to call me to the 
healing ministry 

People, ideas, 
resources to 
help churches 
develop their 
ministry of 
Christian healing 
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Thanks to 

women in 
farming 


ARE WOMEN the unsung 
heroes of rural life? They 
grow half the food in the 
world yet own only two per 
cent of the land. In the United 
Kingdom 13% of full-time 
agricultural workers and near- 
ly of half those working part- 
time are women. There are at 
least 150,000 farmers’ wives 
many of whom work along- 
side their menfolk in addition 
to caring for their families. 

In fact people are so 
unaware of the contribution 
of women to agriculture and 
to rural life that the National 
Farmers’ Union is inviting 
churches to take part in World 
Rural Women’s Day on 
Sunday, 15 October with a 
day of celebration to say thank 
you to women in agriculture in 
the United Kingdom. 

The NFU is working in con- 
junction with the Women’s 
Food and Farming Union 
(WFU) and the Arthur Rank 
Centre, the ecumenical chap- 
laincy at the heart of the 
Royal Show Ground at 
Stoneleigh. Included in the 
special prayers written by the 
Revd Gordon Gatward of the 


Centre is one for those 
women ‘who struggle alone 
to rear a family and run a 
farm’ and ’ ‘those with 
courage and foresight to 
adopt new ideas and tech- 
niques in the face of preju- 
dice’. The NFU and WFU are 
also organising a series of 
women’s forums across the 
country leading up to World 
Women’s Day. 

‘The Church has an acute 
awareness of the central role 
of women in the community 
and particularly in more iso- 
lated areas of the country. I 
hope we can play a key part 
in raising awareness of their 
contribution by taking the 
celebration into the heart of 
our communities,’ said 
Gordon Gatward. 

The needs of women priests 
and lay ministers working in 
rural communities is also an 
area of growing concern. A 
conference on ‘Women in 
Rural Ministry’ will be held 
at Berinsfield near 
Wallingford on 18 October. 
The keynote speaker is 
Canon Eleanor Powell 
Advisor in Women’s Ministry 


for the Gloucester Diocese 
and the Bishop of 
Buckingham will join the 
conference in the afternoon. 
(Details in the DOORPost) 
World Rural Women’s Day 
is being celebrated at a time 
when both men and women 
in farming are experiencing a 
time of severe hardship. To 
fuel their harvest sermons 
clergy have been sent a spe- 
cial briefing paper by the 
Revd Glyn Evans, the Oxford 
Diocesan Rural and Regional 
Officer. The paper makes 
depressing reading and 
reports declining incomes, 
farm closures and a shrinking 
agricultural infrastructure. 
There is particular concern 
for tenant farmers, ten per 
cent of whom are reported to 
be on anti-depressants. 

• A special NFU Berks and 
Bucks and Oxon Harvest 
Festival will be held on 
Sunday, 15 October at 
Dorchester Abbey at 3pm. 
Proceeds from the collection 
and the sale of produce will 
go to the Royal Agricultural 
Benevolent Institute. 



‘WE PLOUGH THE FIELDS AND SCATTER . . ■* Photonraph: Frank Blackwell 


The day starts early for chicken farmer, Elisabeth Lakey of Bank Farm at Pishill. In addition to caring 
for her family and 600 Asa Brown hens, she is training for the priesthood on the Ordained Local 
Ministry course and hopes to be ordained deacon in autumn 2001. 

TO MEET THIS AUTUMN’S CROP OF NEW DEACONS TURN TO PAGE 7 


As tough as coconuts... 

As good-looking as its origins* 


one village coir 


from weavers' cooperative, 
Kerala 



G OLDEN COIR , the natural fibre 
entirely from coconut husks, 
woven into matting, makes one 
of the most hardwearing and 
versatile floor coverings. For all 
floors; naturally damp-resistant. 

Our mats are made to size on the loom. This means 
that they are properly finished all round and dan ( t 
need the tape edge bindings you may have seen 
elsewhere. Our coir is also extra tight weave to 
improve strength and durability. 

Discount prices: only when you collect from our Outlet shop on 
the A44 in Woodstock. For mail-order, phone 0845 4584 7070. 
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Opinion 


Tomorrow’s Church - what will it be like? 



When we dare to respond to God's call and journey with him, we begin to experi- 
ence his grace and provision. Chris Neal the Diocesan Director of Evangelism looks 
at the calling of being a pilgrim people 


ONE of the most frequently 
asked questions as I talk 
about building a Church for 
the 21st century is ‘what will 
this Church look like?’ This is 
a key question as people seek 
to discover what are the 
authentic marks, or core val- 
ues, of a Church which is 
seeking to engage with soci- 
ety at large, and individuals 
in particular, in a rapidly 
changing culture. It was the 
question in the heart of 
Bishop Richard’s 

Consultation Document, and 
must continue to be asked as 
we seek God’s way forward. 
Whilst the question is open to 
complex and detailed 
answers one characteristic 
which must be present in all 
that we are, is that of learning 
to be a pilgrim people. 

Hearing the call 

Pilgrimage can for many be a 
disturbing word, because it 
speaks of a life of change and 
movement, and also suggests 
uncertainty and living with 
risk.This is, though, the life 
for which the community of 
faith is called. The biblical 
record is a constant reminder 
that our God calls us from 
our settled security into this 
life of vulnerability. Abraham 
had all the trappings of 
civilised life, and yet he found 
himself called to the life of a 
nomad. Similarly Moses 
found himself firstly a refugee 
in the land of Midian, and 
then, against all his better 
judgement, was thrust into a 
leadership role as he took the 
people of Israel from slavery 
into the wilderness and on 
towards the promised land. 
These well known stories 
take us to the heart of the life 
of faith. It is as we dare to 
respond to God’s call and 
journey with him, that we 


begin to experience his grace 
and provision. It is not in the 
security of the known, but in 
the insecurity of the unfamil- 
iar that God often meets us 
and teaches us. 

Seeing the model 

Many of us would want to 
shrink from this calling. The 
known and inherited ways 
can seem very comfortable, 
attractive and safe, especially 
when living in an age where 
change seems unending and 
exhausting. But at the heart 
of our faith stands the person 
of Jesus Christ, and in him we 
discover the model of pil- 
grimage. At the very heart of 
God’s eternal purposes we 
find the greatest journey of 
all, that of Jesus Christ - 
Jesus, who set aside his glory 
to journey as a human being 
through suffering and pain all 
the way to his death on a 
cross. 

Throughout his life Jesus 
recognised that he was on a 
journey, and that only as he 
journeyed in obedience to the 
Father’s will would the 
renewal of the whole of cre- 
ation become a possibility. 
This pilgrimage meant living 
with risk and insecurity, 
being vulnerable and open, 
and ultimately bearing the 
pain of the cross, trusting and 
hoping in the Father’s 
promise of resurrection. 

Call to the impossible 

If one mark of the emerging 
Church is to be that of pil- 
grimage, then it is in Jesus 
that we must discover our 
model, for we are called to be 
his body, and our calling is to 
make his way, life and truth 
known to this generation. 
Such a calling and such a 
model could seem very heavy, 
indeed some of the first disci- 


ples of Jesus struggled to 
come to terms with his calling 
and wondered how such a life 
could be possible. However, 
if God calls us to the seem- 
ingly impossible, he also 
equips us to fulfil it. 

Those who had seen the 
model of Jesus, and who had 
heard his call, and had felt 
overwhelmed and unsure, 
were the same as those who 
turned the world upside 
down. The pilgrim God, who 
calls us to pilgrimage, who 
has modelled it in Jesus, is the 
one who sent his pilgrim 
Spirit. On the day of 
Pentecost the first Christians 
found themselves blown 
before a mighty wind on a 
journey of adventure. In 
their pilgrimage and by the 


power of the Spirit they dis- 
covered no boundary or fron- 
tier could remain uncrossed, 
no challenge seemed too 
great, no risk too threatening. 
The early Church was a com- 
munity on the move, vibrant 
with imagination and possi- 
bilities. They responded to 
the call of the pilgrim God, 
modelled their lives on Jesus, 
and allowed the power of 
God’s Spirit constantly to 
renew them. 


You can contact Chris 
Neal at: Thame Barns 
Centre, Church Road, 
Thame, Oxon 0X9 3AJ. 
Tel: 01844 216097. 


A hundred queue for an 
open-air confirmation 



Queues are an unusual sight especially at a confirmation. 
Nearly 100 people dressed in white aged 12-80 waited in 
the sunshine in Wokingham’s Cantley Park to be confirmed 
by the Bishop of Reading (pictured above). More than 1,500 
people gathered for Sonning’s Free the Spirit millennium 
celebrations in a sea of red balloons. Seven people were 
also baptised by immersion in a portable baptistery. 



in brief 


Pray against violence 


Saturday 25 November has 
been designated an 
International Day of Prayer 
against Violence to Women. 
Churches of all denominations 
are invited to observe the day 
and/or to offer prayers on 
Sunday 26 November. For 


example St Andrew’s 
Cippenham, Slough will hold 
an ecumenical service at 8pm 
on Thursday 23 November. 
Worship material for a service 
is available from the Diocesan 
Board of Social Responsibility, 
on 01865 208214. 


Religious census in 2001 


There will be question on 
religion in the national census 
taking place next year. 
Everyone will be asked 
‘What is your religion?’ and 
will have the opportunity of 
ticking one of eight boxes begin- 
ning with ‘None’. The ecumeni- 
cal organisation Churches 


Together for Mission has 
been involved in drawing up 
these questions which are 
included for the first time. 
For more information con- 
tact the Revd Dr Philip 
Clements-Jewery, CIM, 35 Lower 
Marsh, London SE1 7RL. 


Nun and Bishop talk 
about homelessness 


On Wednesday 18 October 
Sister Gabriel Benedict is to 
contend with the Bishop of 
Oxford on the panel for an 
‘Any Questions’ style discus- 
sion which is being organ- 
ised by the Porch in aid of 


the new Steppin’ Stone 
Centre project. As Chris 
Kitch she was homeless for 
many years and has written 
a book about her experi- 
ences. For details look in the 
DOORPost. 


Fleet Street’s new vicar 


Canon David Meara, 53, an 
expert on monumental brass- 
es, Pugin and religious contro- 
versies of the 19th century, 
will succeed Canon John 
Oates as the ‘Vicar of Fleet 
Street’ (St Bride’s). Canon 


Meara is currently Rector of 
Buckingham and Rural Dean, 
and is studying for a doctorate 
at Kings College London. He 
is married to Rosemary, an art 
teacher, and they have four 
children. 


Winning cemetery! 


The Wolvercote Cemetery, 
winner of the 1999 Cemetery 
of the Year Awards for 
Cemeteries above ten acres, is 
a finalist this year along with 
Park Avenue in Sheffield and 


Thorpe Road Cemetery in 
Melton Mowbray. The results 
will be announced at the 
Annual Joint Conference of 
Burial and Cremation 
Authorities on 26 September. 


Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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WE ARE NOW 
TAKING CHRISTMAS 
BOOKINGS 

f 

Pm At 


The Upcross Hotel 
& Restaurant 


NOW LICENSED TO HOLD YOUR 
MARRIAGE CEREMONY 

Organising weddings takes time and energy 
and The Upcross Hotel has perfected a package 
which, working closely with the wedding 
party, ensures a memorable day for the Bride 
and Groom. 

Throughout the year the garden makes an ideal 
background for a romantic wedding. 

The Upcross can accommodate both small and 
large wedding parties and we are delighted to 
tailor make your special day to your individual 
requirements. There is a comprehensive 
Wedding Package offering to guide the Bridal 
family through the complexities of organising 
this special event. 

68 Berkeley Avenue, Reading, Berkshire RBI 6HY 
Tel: Reading 0118 959 0796 Fax: B118 957 6517 
E-mail: Reservations@UpcrossHntel.cn.uk 


A Holiday with a 
Difference on the 
Isle of Wight! 

A Door to Door Service 

We will collect you from your home, bring you to 
the Roseglen Hotel in Shanklin, take you out and 
about on the island and deliver you home at the end 
of your holiday. Groups of up to 12 or individuals. 

Interested? Then call Josephine or David on 

01983 863164 




DO YOU VALUE YOUR 
CHRISTIAN BOOKS? 


Would you like to help churches in developing 
countries to produce their own books? 

We have been doing this for over 300 years. Projects 
include mini-libraries for. local church leaders; locally 
produced worship and teaching books. Christian books for 
village, hospital and college libraries. We need your help to 
continue this ministry. You can make a real difference. 
Would you like more information? Would 
you like to make a donation? Just fill in 
this coupon and send to: 

SPCK Worldwide, Freepost, London NW1 4DU 
or phone 0207 387 5282 


Name (please print): 
Address: 


Postcode 


I enclose a donation of £ 

(cheques payable to SPCK Worldwide) 

Please send me more information Q «cn 231144 



Stephen P. Cockings 
Christian Advisor 

offering an 

Immigration Advice & Advocacy Service 

Also advice on Work Permit Issues 

PO Box 947, East Oxford 
Oxon OX4 1WH 
United Kingdom 

Tel & Fax: OXFORD 790694 
Pager No: 04325 585416 


WANTED 

Serious People looking to lose 
weight and feel great, in the next 
30 days. 

* Natural Products 
• 30 Day Money 
Back Guarantee 

Call Joan 

mm* 31 isos 

Independent Herbalife Distributor 


CLEAR MATHS 

for GCSE & A level 

• Experienced teacher (and parent) 

• Specialising in individual tuition 

• Within easy access of Oxford 
schools 

• Tel. Sue Clear 01865 511318 


FEELING 
THE PINCH? 
££££ 


Part-time 

Full-time 

Flexible Hours No Targets 
NO Pressure. £50 - £500+ Per Week 
Ring Phil on: 

Tel: 01491 614556 
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News 


Enthusiasm for Convention grows 



DOUBLE CELEBRATION FOR PACT Parents and Children Together (PACT), an Oxford Diocesan 
charity, recently celebrated their move to new offices in Reading. At the same time they were presented 
with the prestigious Investors in People award. The Bishop of Oxford, President of PACT, is pictured 
cutting the tape; with him are: (left to right): Peter Teague (PACT Chairman), the Revd Hugh Ellis 
(Reading and Bradfield Deanery Association), Councillor Alf Woodcock (Mayor of Milton Keynes), 
Yvette Gayford (PACT Director), Councillor Bob Green (Mayor of Reading), and Councillor John 
Webb (Mayor of the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead). Photograph: Reading Chronicle 


Christianity at 


Musical ‘flying bishop’ from Oxford 


ENTHUSIASM for the 2002 
Oxford Diocesan Convention 
at High Wycombe is running 
so high that some deaneries 
and parishes offered their 
financial backing as soon as 
they read about it in The 
DOOR. Now all churches are 
being invited to pledge their sup- 
port by sending one pound per 
member The money will ‘prime 
the pump’ for the Convention 
and start a bursary fund to 
enable young people to attend. 

Make this a priority 

An attractive leaflet about the 
High Wycombe 2002 has just 
gone out to every parish. It 
includes a message from the 
Bishop of Oxford in which he 
recalls the ‘huge success’ of 
the Bognor Conference of 
1995, the first to bring togeth- 
er clergy and lay people on 
equal terms. ‘I am hoping and 
praying that under God, the 
2002 convention will be even 
more of a blessing for our lives 


English Heritage and the 
Lottery Fund have agreed to 
give £970,500 from their Joint 
Grant Scheme for Churches and 
other Places of Worship to 
repair and restore St Mary’s 
Church in Banbury town centre. 
The church is a Grade 1 listed 
building, designed by Samuel 
Pepys Cockerall in the 18th cen- 
tury. The Vicar of St Mary’s, the 
Revd David Ineson, said that 
before the grant it had been a 
struggle to know how to keep 
the church going. With the 
money provided, the church, 
the biggest auditorium in the 
area, is going to be made of use 
to the community, he says. 


and our parishes than Bognor. 
So please do set your sights on 
early July 2002 and make this 
a priority in your diary,’ 
Bishop Richard said. In addi- 
tion to offering fellowship, 
well known speakers, work- 
shops, seminars and different 
styles of worship, the conven- 
tion will be a good opportuni- 
ty for sharing good practice ris- 
ing from our strategy for evan- 
gelisation, says the Bishop. 

The grounds and buildings of 
Wycombe Abbey School will 
provide the focal point but 
many of the amenities of High 
Wycombe town centre will 
also be involved in the 
Convention which is expected 
to run from the evening of 
Thursday 5 July to Sunday 
morning on 8 July to make it 
easier for young people and 
those in employment to 
attend. It is hoped that at least 
1,000 people will choose to be 
residential using a variety of 
accommodation from tents to 




The unusual St Mary's cupola 
is a landmark in Banbury 


hotels. Many more are expect- 
ed to come for a day at a time. 

Transformation theme? 

Dr Alan Wilson, the Rector of 
Sonning and leader of the 
Convention planning commit- 
tee, said it was vital that the 
project should be ‘surrounded 
and supported by prayer’. He 
also asked for ideas and sug- 
gestions which would be fed 
into the planning of the event. 
‘Please discuss your ideas with 
others in your church, youth 
leaders, musicians and anyone 
interested. That way we can 
plan a convention that really 
will hit the spot,’ he said. 

‘The possibilities for good are 
considerable. One of our aims 
is to provide a safe and enjoy- 
able place for people to step 
out of their immediate context 
and explore the possibilities of 
what they could be doing with 
their lives. If there is a theme 
that is emerging it is tranfor- 
mation,’ said Dr Wilson. 


Watching over 
Lark Rise church 

The North Oxfordshire 
Police have joined with 
Neighbourhood and 

Country Watch schemes to 
help combat theft from 
churches in the county. The 
police will offer advice on 
security to churches, but the 
most important part of the 
scheme is the voluntary 
involvement of residents: a 
local coordinator is appoint- 
ed for a church, who then 
alerts others to anything sus- 
picious. One of the first 
churches to sign up to the 
scheme was St Mary the 
Virgin, Cottisford in the 
Shelswell Group, which has 
Suffered thefts of furniture. 
The village was made 
famous by Flora Thompson 
who worshipped there as a 
child and gave it the name 
Fordlow in Lark Rise to 
Candleford. 


the Olympics 

The Revd Andrew Wingfield 
Digby of the Oxford-based 
Christians in Sport is attending 
the Olympic Games as the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
representative. He is one of 
eight Anglicans in the voluntary 
chaplaincy team for the games. 
Christians in Sport have pro- 
duced a special edition Jesus 
film for the Olympics, ‘More 
Than Gold’. It has an 18- 
minute introduction with tes- 
timonies from Olympic 
medallists. There is also a 
video on why Olympians 
compete, and a ‘More than 
Gold’ CD, with music, inter- 
views and spectacular sports 
action. Order from Christians 
in Sport, tel. 01865 311211. 


Pray for the NHS 

Please make St Luke’s Day, 18 
October a day of prayer for 
your NHS. Christians in 
Oxford hospitals started pray- 
ing for problems like nurse 
recruitment and noticed the 
difference. The NHS Prayer 
Day aims to invite God to 
rebuild the NHS and to create 
a national prayer network 
throughout the NHS. The 
Revd Nick Fennemore of the 
John Radcliffe Hospital 
Chaplaincy has leaflets and 
details. Tel: 01865 221732. 


The Vice-Principal of an 
Oxford theological college is to 
be the new Provincial Episcopal 
Visitor; or ‘flying bishop’, for 
the Midlands and South West 
England. The Revd Andrew 
Burnham, 52, of St Stephen’s 
House, Oxford will be conse- 
crated bishop on St Andrew’s 
Day, 30 November; succeeding 
Michael Houghton who died of 
a heart attack last year After 
ordination training at St 
Stephen’s and ten years in 
parish ministry, he returned 


Bob Marley in 
Christ Church 

Bob Marley’s ‘One Love’ 
opened the Diocesan annual 
service for Racial Justice 
Sunday on 3 September. The 
service aimed to include all 
denominations: there were 
hymns performed by a Gospel 
choir from Blackbird Leys, an 
Asian choir from Headington 
sang and prayers were led by. 
Pastor Hubert Bruce of the 
New Testament Church of 
God. In his sermon Bishop 
Joe Aldred from the 
Birmingham Centre for Black 
and White Christian 
Partnership spoke of the seri- 
ousness of respecting all 
human beings as equals, 
regardless of colour or race. 


there to teach liturgy and mis- 
sion five years ago. Before his 
ordination he was a professional 
musician and conductor. The 
office of Provincial Episcopal 
Visitor was set up to provide 
pastoral oversight for churches 
unable to accept the ordination 
of women to the priesthood. 
Andrew Burnham, who will 
live in the Oxford area with his 
wife Cathy and their two children, 
believes strongly that women 
should have authority in the 
Church but not as priests. 


Ex-UN Ambassador 
to preach at Abbey 

Issues of religion and justice 
will be addressed in 
Dorchester Abbey on 29 
October when Sir John 
Weston, former British UN 
Ambassador, will preach at a 
sung Eucharist. Other speak- 
ers will be Ebrahim Patel, a 
Muslim who is active in the 
United Religions Initiative, 
Megumi Hirota from Japan, 
a representative of the lay 
Buddhist movement, and the 
Revd Marcus Braybrooke, 
President of the World 
Congress of Faiths. The day 
costs £5 (lunch provided). 
Bookings to Canon John Crowe, 
Dorchester Rectory, Dorchester- 
on-Thames, 0X10 7HZ. . 


Westminster Abbey consecration 

Canon Colin Fletcher will be consecrated Bishop of Dorchester 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury at 11am on 4 October at 
Westminster Abbey. An Abbey consecration is unusual for this 
Diocese. Our recent consecrations have been held at St Paul’s or 
Southwark Cathedrals. ‘God in the Life of Colin Fletcher’ is on page 5 


Lottery brings good news to 
well known Banbury church 
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► 


Get involved in this brilliant computer based business 
and earn fantastic income!! 

Free letereet Access 

Other products include domain names, Orange mobile 
phones, call discount cards and Freephone 0800 numbers. 
Log on to: www.powerpackl .co.uk 
and then call: 

0800 195 4680 


Highway Journeys atolook) 
presents The Holy Land with... 

Rev Or Stephen Sizer: detailed & expert pilgrims tour, meet local 
people. 21-29 October £930. 

Graham Brown: Life & times of Jesus, gentle pace ideal for first 
time visits. 24-31 October £835. 

BibleLands: pilgrim sites & charity-supported projects. 21-28 
November £789. 

Mothers Union with the ever-popular 
Mrs Sarah James. 27 February - 8 March 2001 £950. 

Dean Richardson: parish of Christ through the eyes 
of Mark & Luke. 5-17 March 2001 £1149. 

Rev John Angle: footsteps of Moses (16 day) - very experienced 
leader. 28 April 2001 £1295. 

John Reaney (Norwich Diocesan youth officer); ideal tour for 
youth. 5-15 August 2001 £799. 

Fully escorted & guided tours - investigating the places, 
the people & the events. 

All-inclusive pricing - no hidden extras - half board - all listed 
museums & sites entry - air-conditioned coaches - 
informative & helpful 1st class guides - 
learned tour leaders. 

Departures throughout the year - new dates 
released all the time. 

Call us now on 0845 060 7777 (local rate) or 
email us at hiahwaviournevs® hiahwavtrust.org 
or visit our website at www.hiqhwavtrust.org 
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People & places 


CE school Millennium garden 
opens with a Bishop and a song 



CHILDREN at High Wycombe Church of England Combined 
School danced and sang with joy at the opening of their new 
Millennium Garden on 11 September. The Bishop of 
Buckingham, the Right Revd Michael Hill opened the gar- 
den, which has an amphitheatre, a patio with inlaid chess and 
hopscotch, as well as a pond. The children pictured above are 
holding up paintings of some of the birds and flowers they 
expect to see in the garden. Bishop Mike Hill unveiled a plaque 
to commemorate the occasion and is seen below with the Head 
Teacher, Simon Adams. u 

' Photographs: Keith Ellis 



Human rights and prisons in November 

Prisons Week this year is 19 to 25 November. The theme 
is ‘Spur one another on’ (Hebrews ch 10 v 24). You can 
obtain a pack which includes prayers and service suggestions 
from: Prisoners’ Week, P0 Box 15014, London SW9 6ZN. 
Telephone/fax: 020 7735 7111. 

Human rights organisation, Christian Solidarity 
Worldwide (CSW) is preparing for this years Suffering Church 
Sunday on 12 November. This is a day when Christians all 
over the world join together to pray for the suffering church 
worldwide. A new-style pack for use by churches, home 
groups and individuals is being prepared for release in 
October. Contact CSW on 020 8942 8821 to get it. 


SNIPPETS 


Its thirsty work ringing 
bells, and so the Oxford 
Diocesan Guild of Church 
Bell Ringers produced 7000 
bottles of Guild Millennium 
Beer called ‘Ringers Delight’. 
It was brewed by Hook 
Norton Brewery and has been 
in hot demand ever since. It 
was delicious, but unfortu- 
nately, the bell ringers were so 
thirsty, it has all gone! 


Cousins have been reunit- 
ed through the DOOR. 
When Gladys Whitworth, 
aged 98, from High 
Wycombe opened her June 
DOOR she saw a photo- 
graph of her 91 -year-old 
cousin Gordon Limmer from 
Burnham with whom she 
had lost touch. ‘We spent a 
delightful afternoon,’ writes 
Mrs Whitworth. ‘We talked 
of times past and revived 
many memories. Mrs 
Whitworth’s mother and Mr 
Limmer’s mother were sis- 
ters who lived in Yarnton. 


It is the end of ten years 
of fund raising to finance 
major restoration work on 
the 13th century church of 
St John the Baptist, Preston 
Bissett. As a thank you to 
the fund providers, those 
who have worked on the 
church and all the parish, a 
group millennium photo- 
graph was be taken outside 


the church to record the 
achievement. It was fol- 
lowed by a service of 
thanksgiving taken by the 
Bishop of Buckingham, with 
a reception afterwards. 


Actor John Griffiths is 

performing a one man show 
of*St John’s Gospel, directed 
by Gareth Armstrong. The 
90 minute show uses the 
beautiful and haunting 
Jacobean language of the 
Authorised Version of the 
New Testament gospel. It is 
being presented in St Mary’s 
Church, Amersham on the 6 
and 7 October. The box 
office is 01494 862700. 


Scripture Union, whose 
headquarters are near Milton 
Keynes, has been recognised 
as an Investor in People. 
James Escott, Personnel 
Advisor commented, ‘We 
have undertaken the work to 
achieve recognition because 
we believe that the Investor 
in People process will assist 
Scripture Union to be even 
more accountable in areas of 
learning and development. In 
turn, this will help us under- 
take the ministry to fulfil the 
twin aims of making God’s 
Good News known to chil- 
dren, young people and their 
families and helping people 
meet God regularly through 
the Bible and prayer. 


Alpha course gets on the buses 



Alpha advertising took to the streets of Oxford on the back of 15 
buses. Pictured with one of them is Chris Smith, the Alpha Regional 
Advisor, who is currently studying for ordination at Wycliffe Hall. See 
the DOOR Post for major Alpha event on 5 October. Photo: Jemimah Wright 


Pioneering Christian training 
programme offers thanks for the 
past and thoughts for the future 

THE CHILTERN Christian Training Programme (CCTP) 
rounded off its 1 8 years of teaching and service to the local com- 
munity with a service of celebration and thanksgiving attended 
by the Bishop of Buckingham. Also present were all directors, 
many students past and present, lecturers, helpers, friends and 
supporters. In his Address Bishop Mike encouraged to look back 
with thanksgiving in our hearts and to think of how we need to 
deliver training in a world with less and less time. How are we 
moving on to the land God has promised? 

Raising the rafters 

The rafters were well and truly raised as we joined together in 
our hymns of praise. We heard moving tributes from both stu- 
dents and staff who shared their memories of training and 
friendships. They were told with a poignancy which brought 
tears to eyes, and a humour which betrayed an enlightened 
understanding of the many needs of staff and students on a 
CCTP course - all companions on the faith-equipping journey. 
We heard too of the vision of the CCTP founders for ecumeni- 
cal Christian training to equip ordinary Christian people in the 
work to which they were being called as members of congrega- 
tions in the Chilterns area, and the necessity of learning the 
‘hows’ as well as the ‘whys’. And so grew training for every 
member ministry in all the churches. 

Co-operation through diverse tradition 

Supported by the Diocese of Oxford, in 1990 CCTP became the 
first educational local ecumenical project training programme in 
the country. Its patrons were the Bishop of Buckingham, the 
General Superintendent of the Baptist Union, the Chairman of 
the NW Methodist District, the Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Northampton and the Moderator of the Thames North URC 
Province. The expression heard at that time was: who would 
have thought even ten years earlier that so much cooperation 
could be achieved among such diverse traditions. 

Widening horizons 

CCTP has been in the vanguard of both Christian training and . 
ecumenical partnerships and can be proud of the part it has 
played in growing the ministries of Reader (now Licensed Lay 
Minister), lay pastor and fledgling NSMs and OLMs as they 
dipped a toe into the water to see if they could cope with struc- 
tured learning, as well as encouraging the faith of many adults 
just wanting to widen their horizons. 

During the celebration service, those present were encouraged to 
share their reminiscences of the course and these were offered to 
God, together with our thanks for the fellowship and learning 
which had been shared. Our evening ended with a wonderful 
buffet (thank you WI members) and much chatting as friends 
recognised one another and celebrated the life of CCTP through 
their memories of their studies. 

CCTP you will be missed, but other forms of learning will take 
your place - thank you for all you have given us. 

Kay Watters 

Kay writes on behalf of the management team of CCTP before its closure. 



The finest religious art in the world 
Illuminated Manuscripts of 

Our Father, Hail Mary 
Hand Crafted Greek Icons 

Catalogue Free from 

The Merchants of Venice (Est 1593) 
162 Walton Street, London SW3 2JL 
01284 729014 

info@themerchantsofvenice.com 


SCOUTING 

& BADEN- 
POWELL ITEMS 

(Books, Badges, 
Postcards etc) 
Wanted by Collector 

G. Brooks 

28 Rawlin Close, 
Plymouth PL6 5TF 

Tel: 01752 774467 


WANTED 

A|| types of cars, commercial 

disposal. Regardless of mileage and condition. 
Anything considered, old or new. 

Top cash paid up to £25,000. 
Distance no object. 

Tel: 01 344 841172 
Mobile 0777 6096565 refCH 


PUBLIC ADDRESS 

New systems: Updates: Inductive loops: 
Radio microphones: Portable PA 
(eg. Lecterns, Briefcases, Shoulder units): 
CCTV 

Consult the Specialists 

ROYSTONS 

P.O. Box 1, Fordingbridge, 

Hants. SP6 3PQ 
Telephone anytime: 

01725 518428 or 0589 247960 


EXETER 

HALL 

• Modern well equipped 
halls for max 250 
guests 

• Fully licensed bar with 
full catering facilities 

* Just off Oxford ring 
road/5 mins to M40 

* Car parking 

Exeter Hall 

Oxford Road, 
Kidlington, 

Oxon OX5 1AB 

Tel. 01865 373691 



The lyndale Society 

Forthcoming Events 


The Annual Tyndale Lecture, Gloucester Cathedral 

Fri 6th Oct, 3pm ‘Getting it Across’ - lecture by the poet U.A. 
Fanthorpe, tour of the Cathedral, evensong and supper. 

Lecture and Supper £10.00; Lecture only £3.00. Further details 
and tickets from David Green on (01285) 821651 

The Annual Hertford College Tyndale Lecture 

Thurs 19th Oct, 5pm, Examination Schools, Oxford 

Professor Morna Hooker Tyndale as Translator’. Entrance free. 

Choppe and Chaunge! 

Sun 29th Oct, 10am h 5pm, Courtauld Institute of Art, London 

A day of lectures, discussion, live readings, music and a film 
screening focussing on new research, translations and publications 
of the bible with Tyndale as the touchstone. Tickets: £15.00. 

For further details about the Tyndale Society and events 
please contact Charlotte Dewhurst, Secretary, Tyndale 
Society, Hertford College, Oxford, 0X1 3BW, Phone/Fax: 
(01865) 848746 (answer phone during office hours) 
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Interview. . . 




Colin Fletcher 


THINK OF THE ANGELS advised one friend when Colin 
Fletcher was considering ordination. He did and became a priest 
in 1 976. Since then he he has travelled far and after his consecra- 
tion as Bishop of Dorchester at 
Westminster Abbey on October 4, he 
will bring back to Oxfordshire an 
unusual breadth of experience. It is 
drawn not only from from his years as 
a parish priest and as a lecturer at 
Wycliffe Hall but also from journeys 
around the world with the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. 




IN MY LATE TEENS on a 

Scripture Union camp, some- 
one explained to me that Jesus 
could be a friend. That was 
new. I’d never understood it 
like that. It was Christianity 
becoming real and at a greater 
depth than ever before. In a 
sense mine was a sudden con- 
version but the longer I go on, 
the more I see it as a very 
important point in a much 
longer story that continues 
still. 

I was born in Mill Hill in 
North London. My father and 
mother were both churchwar- 
dens at different times. I never 
doubted that there was a God 
but my faith was fairly pri- 
vate. We went to church and I 
said my prayers but we didn’t 
have family Bible reading 
times or anything like that. 

My father was a barrister 
4 nd I was interested in his 
work. But history was my 
great love and at Trinity 
College, Oxford, I read histo- 
ry and economics. I was also 
heavily involved in the the 
Oxford InterCollegiate 

Christian Union (OICCU) as 
well as college chapel and the 
life of St Ebbe’s Church. 
Within that circle becoming a 
clergyman was an acceptable 
thing to do. So I had to sort 
out if ordination training was 
what God wanted me to do or 
whether it was a convenient 
way of keeping with my peer 
group. 

It was Easter time in my final 
year that I decided, through 
prayer and conversations with 


friends, that God was calling 
me to ordination. I remember 
one friend said whatever that 
decision is, make sure you are 
thinking of the angels. 

My first curacy was four years 
in Shipley, in suburban 
Bradford. In addition to nor- 
mal curacy work, I did a huge 
amount of youth work. After 
that I hadn’t got any great 
game plan to go into theologi- 
cal teaching. But training is 
something I have always been 
interested in. I loved my own 
time at Wycliffe Hall and 
when the Principal said they 
needed an extra member of 
staff with recent parish expe- 
rience, I decided to accept his 
offer. I taught ethics at the 
practical end - issues like 
abortion, euthanasia, just war 
theory, divorce and remar- 
riage. It was a joint job with 
one third of the time spent at 
St Andrew’s Church, North 
Oxford. There was virtually 
no teenage youth work at St 
Andrew’s so we founded 
‘SAYGO’ which is still going 
more than 20 years on. At the 
first meeting we had one mem- 
ber and six leaders but it grew 
to the 60 or 70 mark. 

Next I did eight and a half 
years at Holy Trinity, 
Margate. It was a very excit- 
ing period. We would see up 
to 500 people in church on a 
Sunday and by the time we 
left, I was working with a 
curate, a licensed layworker, a 
musician and a pastoral team . 
and we were building another 
church which has since 


become an independent 
parish. It was a strange area 
which feels like a bit of the 
north tacked onto the south 
east of England. A lot of peo- 
ple see it as just a nice seaside 
town and it is but it has huge 
problems of deprivation. It 
was the dumping ground for 
people coming out of psychi- 
atric hospitals and in my own 
parish we had the largest 
council housing estate in 
Margate. I did a lot of work 
with the Children’s Society 
there as well as getting 
Church Urban funding for a 
youth community worker. 

World perspective 

It came as a total shock when 
I was invited to apply to be 
chaplain to the Archbishop. I 
wasn’t looking to move at 
that stage. We were two thirds 
of the way through a church 
building project and it was a 
very creative time. Being a 
vicar you have an enormous 
amount of freedom to work 
your job in the way you want 
to and to live with your mis- 
takes. As chaplain your role is 


to support the Archbishop 
and to keep him on the road. 

The perspective you get on 
the world church when you 
travel with the Archbishop is 
very broad, very privileged 
and very rushed. It was about 
meeting Christians who were 
very different from me, ethni- 
cally, culturally, historically. 
You would go into, say, a 
Syrian Orthodox church and 
discover they are using a litur- 
gy that has been unchanged 
for centuries and yet there 
would be that rapport that 
you always get when 
Christians meet Christians. It 
also involved meeting people 
like Desmund Tutu and dis- 
coving that behind all the 
verve that you see on televi- 
sion, there is a man with an 
extremely deep prayer life. 

The world wide perspective 
also makes you immensely 
proud to be a Christian and 
an Anglican. In South Africa 
Anglicans were crucial to the 
protests against apartheid. In 
this country we tend to sepa- 
rate mission from evangelism 
and to say social concern 
belongs to one group of 
Christians and evangelism to 


another but Africa challenges 
our pigeon hole attitudes and 
integrates the two. In Africa 
the community worships. The 
community looks after itself. 
The community faces famine. 

On the other hand wherever 
you look in the world sin is a 
reality. We went to Rwanda 
soon after the genocide. I 
remember how one com- 
pound, which included the 
church and the school, had 
become a killing field and the 
only way to get across it was 
to walk through the skeletons. 
This in one of the most heavi- 
ly Christianised parts of 
Africa and left me with an 
awful lot of questions about 
how thin is the veneer of 
Christianity in any country. 
That has produced in me a 
greater humility and a greater 
thankfulness for the kind of 
stability we do enjoy in this 
country. 

I liked what I saw 

When I came with the 
Archbishop on his visit to the 
Diocese of Oxford last year I 
liked what I saw. The fact that 
authority is really designated 
to the area bishops is also very 
attractive. Parts of this area 
are already very familiar to us. 
It is a part of the world that 
we love. 

One of the things that most 
appeals to me about the 
Church of England is that we 
are committed to all the peo- 
ple who live in this country. 
So between now and 
Christmas I hope to spend a 
day or two in each of the 
deaneries in Oxfordshire 


meeting not only clergy and 
congregations but people in 
the wider community. 

There is a spiritual restless- 
ness around and people are 
even more aware than they 
were 20 years ago of the spir- 
itual side of our personalities. 
But whereas once they would 
have thought ‘I will therefore 
go to church’, we are now in a 
more complex world where 
people try all sorts of routes to 
meet this cry of spiritual need. 

The Gospel is as central to 

Photograph 1% Frank Blackwell 
Interview hy Christine Zwart 


human existence as it has ever 
been and our job is the age old 
one of finding ways of bring- 
ing it to this generation. That 
doesn’t mean changing it or 
watering it down but it does 
mean working hard to find 
ways of communicating it so 
that people can understand 
and respond to it. We need to 
offer the exciting wholeness of 
Christ but how we offer it in 
Henley may well be different 
from how it is offered in 
Witney or in one of our vil- 
lages. Yet it needs to be the 
same Gospel that brings new 
life throughout the world 
whether in Syria, Rwanda or 
Los Angeles. At its heart lies 
not a system or ideology but a 
person - Jesus Christ himself - 
the gracious gift of God who is 
still transforming millions of 
people’s lives today, including 
mine. 


About Canon Colin Fletcher QBE 


Colin Fletcher was born in 
1951. He was brought up in 
North London and educated at 
Marlborough, Trinity College, 
Oxford and Wycliffe Hall. He 
was ordained priest in 1976 and 
served as Curate at St Peter’s 
Shipley (1976-9) before becom- 
ing Tutor at Wycliffe Hall and 
Hon Curate at St Andrew’s 
North Oxford (1979-84). Next he 


became Vicar of Holy Trinity, 
Margate (1984-93) and from 
1988, Rural Dean of Thanet. In 
1993 Canon Fletcher became 
Chaplain to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. He was awarded the 
0BE for services to the 
Millennium celebrations. He is 
married to Sarah and they have 
three children Jonathan (18), 
Pippa (16), Kate (14). 
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Please be a 

to homeless people 


Church Housing Trust is a charity 
offering security, independence, reha- 
bilitation and support for homeless 
people of all ages. Your true 
Christian friendship can transform 
the lives of homeless people. Please 
pray for our work and help with a 
donation so this work can grow. 
Please give your support, now, by 
returning the coupon to: 

CHURCH HOUSING TRUST, 
SUTHERLAND HOUSE, 

70-78 WEST HENDON BROADWAY, 
LONDON NW9 7BT 

^ 

I would like to become 'a Friend to Homeless People’. 

n Please accept my dona doit of £ 0 

fl Please send me details of your work 5? 

NAME & TITLE 



ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


Credit 

Card No. I I I III III 


| Kxpiry 
1 date 

□ 

□ 

Charity Reg. No. 802801 

Tel: 02( 

email: info@chr.dircoi 

8202 3458 

un.uk - weir \vww/chant\ner.or;a/-chr 
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M/A BUILDERS 

ALL BUILDING & LANDSCAPE 
WORKS UNDERTAKEN 


PATIO'S / BLOCK PAVING / BRICKWORK I.E. 
EXTENSIONS / GARAGES / GARDEN WALLS 
REPOINTING BRICKWORK & PATIO/S / 
ROOFING UNDERPINNING TO 
FOUNDATIONS ETC 
& MUCH MUCH MORE 
PLEASE CALL MICK ON 
TEL: (01865) 776233 MOBILE: 07771 884744 
COMPETITIVE RATES 


TO ADVERTISE TELEPHONE: 


QUALITY TIMBER SHEDS 8 FENCING 


EE 

s 

FENCING & 

SHEDS 


Free Local Erection A Delivery 
(Shed). Standard A Custom Built 
(All Products) inc , Garages, 
Summer Houses, Phy Houses, 
Greenhouses, Animal Homes. 

All Types of fencing Supplied A 
Erected. 

SEE OUR DISPLAY AREA 

www.h-sfencingthedt.co.uk 



Mobile 07M9 128283 Mobile 07989 054522 
19 Crescent Mood, OXFORD 0X4 2N2 


AWARD WINNING 
LUXURY APARTMENTS 
BRIXHAM HARBOURSIDE 
Brand New Complex in Devon 

★ Spectacular Sea Views from 

Private Balcony 

★ Sleep 2 to 6 ★ Own Parking 

★ Close Beach & Town 

Brochure: 01803 855282 
w w w bliBdiip .edjpsa.cD .\k 

SWISS ALPS 

Christian Hotel*** with warm 
and family atmosphere settled in 
Crans-Montana, a very attractive 
winter restor. Great skiing area 
and many sport facilities for 
all ages! 

Tel. +41 27 481 31 14 

e-mail: bellalui@bluewin.ch 

THE BOSNIAN SAFARI 
COMPANY 

Several weeks still available at 
luxury private game lodge in 
South Africa. Set in 75,000 
hectare big 5 reserve. Sleeps 10. 
Fully staffed and catered. 

Tel. Sam for more info on 
01947 889191 
or visit www.safaris.bw 

SOUTAIR 

Exclusive single holidays! 

Fun with new friends 
Hosted tropical winter 
hols in GOA 
No single supplement 
Interested? 

Call 01978 780075 

www.solitairbols.com 


CORNWALL 

2 s/c holiday houses, 
New Polzeath or Fowey. 
Both equipped to highest 
standards and very 
comfortable. Marvellous 
walking, sailing, golfing, bike 
trails and beaches. 

All inclusive charges. 
OPEN ALL YEAR. 

Tel 01666 505527 


WALES 

SNOWDONIA HOLIDAYS. 

3 luxurious self-contained homes 
sleeping 4-19. Victorian manor with 
gardens, streams, lake, woodlands. 
Snowdonia National Park. Golfing, 
angling, walking. Ideal for retreats. 3 
night weekend breaks from £220 for 
up to six people. 

Tel. 01766 762786 or 
www.snowdonia-holidays.co.uk 


WINTER BREAK IN SPAIN 

Country Hotel in the mountains 
of Andalucia. Candle-lit dinners 
and log fires. I’/afrom Alicante 
or Almeria. 

Brochure UK: 
Fax/Phone 01934 520717 
Spain: 0034 955 346 

Website: www.andalucia.com/ 
accommodation/lossibileys 

SOUTH DEVON 
EAST PRAWLE 

House, sleeps 8, 
open all year. 

Also maisonette, sleeps 4. 
Quiet coastal village near 
Salcombe on National Trust 
coastal path. Birdwatching, 
fishing and golf nearby. 
Tel 01454 413584 


WEYMOUTH 

Views of sea and castle, 
gardens 

Open onto coastal footpath 
and beach. 

Sailing, walking and fishing 
Superior S/C, B&B (large 
house, Christmas, New Year) • 

Tel: 01303 777281 


FRENCH ALPS 

LES ARCS 1800 

Luxury new ski 
apartment 
Sleeps 4 

On piste, ski out & in. 

Wonderful views 
Tel/Fax 01252 540374 

r TTonon 
Guest House 


SPAIN 


Z' EAST DEVON "\ 
[ COLYTON 

WEYMOUTH 

En-suite 
Great food and 
Great atmosphere 

Tel. 01305 773 836 
c Fax 01305 750160 J 


Andahicion Mountains 

Traditional Spanish house to rent. 
Private swimming pool, digital TV, 
beautiful views. Sleeps 10. Available 
all year round. Malaga airport 30 km, 
beaches 6km, 2 hours from skiing. 

Phone 003463 6623 604 


Four luxuriously appointed 
self-catering cottages within 
the grounds of 
1 7th century farmhouse. 
Children are welcome. 
l Tel: 01 297 552401 , 

\. for brochure / 

DEVON 


STUDLAND BAIT 
DORSET 


BROOKLYN 

SIDMOUTH 

Luxury cottages and 
apartment with log 
fires, sleeps 2/4. 
Short/long autumn 
breaks. 

Tel. 01 395 512255 


Fairfields Hotel 

situated in picturesque 
National Trust Village 
overlooking the Bay. 

ETB ♦♦♦♦ Highly Commended 
Corps d’elite Wine Award 
All rooms ensuite. Large Garden. 

Log Fires, Child Friendly 
SPRING BREAKS AVAILABLE 


LICENSED GUEST HOUSE 
BLACKPOOL 
Centrally Located 
Some FREE child places 
available. B.B. & E.M. 
available. 

Booking now tor Illuminations, 
Christmas A New Year 
Open All Year Round 

TELEPHONE DARREN OR 


For brochure phone/fax 01929 450224 


JEAN ON 01253 622166 
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CORNWALL 

Port Isaac 


QUALITY FURNISHED HOLIDAY 
COTTAGES IN PORT ISAAC AND 
PORT GAVERNE 
Sleeps 4-6 - Pets Welcome 
Personal supervision by owners 


Colour Brochure Dennis Knight 
Atlantic House, Port Isaac, PL29 3RE 
Tel: 01208 880498 Fax: 01208 880934 


KISSIMMEE 

FLORIDA 

3/4 bedroom villas with 
private pools. 

10 minutes drive 
from Disney. 

50 local golf courses 
nearby. 

Now booking for 2001. 
Available all year round. 
Telephone Catherine on 

01592 263920 


ORLANDO 

FLORIDA 

2 spacious villas, each with 
own pool, near to all the 
Disney attractions. 

5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
sleeps 10. 
£440-£540 p.w. 

For brochures: 
Tel/Fax: 01273 583894 


I 


ft NEW!! (ft 


Israel Travel Service 

MULTI-DENOMINATIONAL 
PILGRIMAGES FOR 2001 
June - Ex Manchester - £823 pp. 
Dec. Ex London- £815 pp. 
Optional Extensions 
To Jordan 

For more details call Trudy 
FREEPHONE 

0800-0181-839 

p 

www.itstravel.co.uk 
ABTA : ATOL : IATA i 

Eirzi/Aiyujr I 


ALGARVE 

Veil equipped S/C Studio apartment 
in lovely holiday village. 

Shady areas plus pools, walks, 
tennis, petanque and golf on site. 
Sea, shops, 

restaurants within ’/a mile. 

Phone Amanda: 
01932 841933 or 

Email Bob: waspweeOclix.pt 


Anna Maria Island 

ALTERNATIVE FLORIDA 

Beautiful beach cottages with 
charm and character, 100 yards 
from sugar sand beaches, easy 
walking distance to shops and 
restaurants. 

BRITISH OWNED AND RUN 
Please call for 

WINTER SPECIAL BREAKS 
3 weeks for the price of 2 
FREEPHONE 0800 9176680 


BATTLEFIELD TOURS 

FRANCE / BELGIUM / HOLLAND 
GERMANY / ITALY / POLAND 
SOUTH AFRICA (ZULU and BOAR WARS) 

Visit the Battlefields, Memorials A Cemeteries of Europe; 
Napoleonic; 1st A 2nd World Wars A South Africa, on our fully escorted 
tours. Travel by scheduled flights, (SA.) A executive coach, staying in good 
quality hotels, with private facilities in all rooms. 

Please contact: Ian C Alexander 
The War Research Society, 

27 Courtway Avenue, Birmingham B14 4PP 
Tel: 0121 430 5348 Fax: 0121 436 7401 


Playa de las Americas, 
Tenerife. 

WINTER BREAK 

Studio apartment to rent. 
Sleeps 4, fully furnished, 
near harbour and coast, 
close to all amenities. 
Overlooking 
swimming pool. 
£250 per week. 
Available October, 
November & December. 
Telephone 
01491 681725 or 
07974 635964 


The New 
Dungeon 
Ghyll Hotel 

Spectacular position 
beneath the Langdale 
Pikes within its own 
lawned grounds. 

★ Fine Foods and wines 

★ Log fires ★ Breathtaking views 
★ Friendly relaxed atmosphere 

★ All bedrooms en-suite. 
GREAT LANGDALE, 

AMBLESIDE LA22 9JY 
TeL 015394 37213 
Fax. 015394 37666 
Website www.dtingeon-ghyU.com 


MALTA,. 


BARGMII HOLIDAYS 

Out 72 ante Sayj 7t fi((. 


Save £340 

I on 4 (luring or £100 wow*. 

COMPARE OUR PRICES BEFORE BOOKING! 



lOllfl You 08(1 lvoid ft 10 cold winter by staying as long as you want 
Stays: Prices for extra weeks start from just £20 per week.. 

THE PALM COURT is situated in the heart of Qawra, Malta’s most popular 
resort All rooms have sn-suite private facilities, balcony, phone and 
satellite TV. The hotel facilities include: Indoor Heated Pool, 4 Bars, Roof 
Top Lounge, Restaurant Daily Entertainment etc., etc. 


•LUXURY 

VILLAS £174 


^£135 


PHONE FREE FOR LATEST BROCHURE... 


0800 091 2222 Open 7ant to 11 pm Mcn-Sat 


J V. 


Luxury Cottages 
NEAR BUDE 

Retreat to peaceful North Cornwall, to 
beautifully converted stone barns. 
En-suites, lovely views, private gardens, 
Christian parties welcome 
with out of season discounts. 

Tel: 01288 361 639 

ETB Four Crowns Highly Commended 


HISTORIC LAVENHAM, 
SUFFOLK 

QUAKERS YARD 

4 quality self catering holiday homes 
sleeping 2-6 sel in landscaped gardens. 
Short breaks also available. 

Ring for brochure, telephone/fax 

01284 725499 

www.aMj*IHr«.co«/va2/ gookoryord 
/hkM 


IRELAND 

Killarney 

Brookside - Country Rover Irish 
Bed and Breakfast Award Winner. 

This Christian family extend a 
warm welcome. Ideal location for 
touring the South West. 
Anne and Neilius Moriarty 
00 353 64 44187 
E-mail moriaftybrookside@eircom.nel 


Wells/ 
Glastonbury 

Seif-catering short breaks & 
holidays. Our cottages are 
comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 
See: www.somersetcottages.com 
E-mail: cjvbhhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01 749 672 857 


PERRANPORTH 

CORNWALL 

Springtide Caravans. 6 berth 
modem caravans, fully 
equipped. Short walk to 
glorious sandy beach & town. 
Special off-season rates. 

Tel. 01872 572083 


Norfolk 

Year round breaks 

Cottages by private water 
Sleep 4, 5 & 8 
Fishing, walking, cycling 
Bird Watching 

SPECIAL REDUCTION FOR 
READERS 

Tel/Fax 01692 583311 


ITALIAN COOKING 
AND CULTURAL 
COURSES 

The British Institute of 
Florence, Piazza Strozza, 2 
50123 Firenze, Italy. 

Tel. 00 39 055 26778200 
Fax. 00 39 171 26778222 
E-mail: 

info@britishinstitute.it 


Detached Country House 

NORTHERN 

TUSCANY 

Excellent base for exploring 
unspoilt L unigiana. 

Easy access to Florence, Lucca. 
Pisa and Cinque Terre. 

From £250 p.w. 

Tel. 01457 871362 


LflNZRROTE 

Six bedroom farmhouse with 
private pool, BBQ area and 
courtyard, set in National 
Park with spectacular views to 
the sea 

Tel: Hfqther on 
UK fax 0ff7 9082698 


Experience ... 


The greatest story ever told 
in one of the world's most 
beautiful natural settings 

Oberammergau 


more than a holiday! 


For detain, please contact: 

^ Christian Tours (UK) Ltd . - 

Freephone 0800 1 3 79 28 


r THE EDCEaiFFE i 
HOTEL 

ISLE OF WIGHT 

Autumn/Winter Specials 

Only £109 per couple 
including car ferry! 

TeL 01983 866199 Fax 01983 868841 
Email edgedifTe.hotd<aP nationwideisp.net 
Website: www.wightoniiDe.cauk/ 
edgedifTebotei 
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YORKSHIRE 

Scarborough 

Superior en-suite 
accommodation including ground 
floor en-suite, easy access and 
facilities for the less-abled. 

£17.50 pppn. 
Abbeydale Guest House 

(01723) 379469 


ISLE OF 
WIGHT 

Winter Break 

Warm comfortable, 
convenient, non-smoking 
coastal cottage. Good 
walking, lovely scenery. 

Highly recommended. 

A days rent from £39.00 
Mr* Pitts 
01425 015215 


MALTA, Msida 

GUEST ROOMS IN 
FAMILY HOUSE 
All rooms self catering with 
excellent facilities. En-suite. 
Extremely comfortable. TV’s. 
Airport transfers. 
Reasonable rates. 

Ill and Fax: 00 351 313797 
12 Church Street Msida, Malta 


COSTA BIANCA 

LUXURY APARTMENTS 

Royal Campoamor Golf Club. 
OPEN ALL YEAR 
2 double bedrooms, plus 2 further 
courses nearby. Fully equipped, 
air conditioned. Sea views. 

£40 per night. 

Further information contact 
Brenda Watson: 
rgarland9teleline.es 
Phone/Fax: 003496 5976841 


Abhey Houae 

C'hilkwrll Street. OJ«i 
Somerset BAA BOH 
Telephone^ 0145H 83 1 
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GLASTONBURY ABBEY HOUSE 

r 20111 - 22nd 


■ In Qod'i M»rcv’ lad by Bishop John Neafle 


Novambsr 27th - D.e.mh.r 1st 
C l.rnv - Pro-Advsnl Rstrsst with Van . Mills Edson 
Jsnsury 17th - 10th 

— itlsstlnns lor Cold Mornings' with Cynthls Dsan 
Watch this spacs for our Holy Wools lo Eastor Spoclal 
ath - 1 5th April 




1 2 30-5 OOpm . < 


October 81-1 Rev Orahtm Wilts PM w 
December itnd January Rei 

LmUP IN UACB Decern 
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S.Y.C. New Properties 
SPANISH VILLAS 
Apartments to Detached Villas 

PRICES from £2 6,000 

• 2/3/4 BEDROOMS! 

• 2/3 BATHROOMS 

• SOLARIUMS 1 
OPEN & COVERED TERRACES, 
DETACHED VILLAS BY GOLF 
COURSES, BUILT BY SPAIN’S 
LEADING BUILDERS TO THE 
HIGHEST STANDARDS. MANY 
SIZES AND STYLES AVAILABLE, 
CUSTOM BUILT VILLAS TO YOUR 
OWN SPECIFICATION. UNIQUE 
INSPECTION FLIGHTS ARRANGED 
AND REFUNDED ON PURCHASE. 



OFFERED BY S.Y.C. NEW 
PROPERTIES IN 
PARTNERSHIP WITH LUZ 
DEL SOL S.L. OF PUERTO 
DE MAZARRON. SPAIN, 

ON THE COSTA CALIDA & 

COSTA BLANCA 

PHONE/FAX 01252 676618 24 Hours 


King/head Tour 

Invite you 

Bock to the Front 

First World War battlefields 
and to consider the history and 
subsequent effects of this 
» “war to end all wars" 

3-4 day tours to Ypres and the 
Somme for individual or 
group bookings. 

For more information contact: 

Kingsmead Tours 
PO Box 272 
Orpington 
BR6 OGX 

Tel/Fax 01689 837736 

email kingshead.ltd@virgin.net 

Were the battlefields and trenches 
of the Great War truly God- 
forsaken places - or is there 
another side to the story? 


Winter in the Sun 

Luxury 1 bed flat, sleeps 4, fully 
equipped, large terrace with 
panoramic view, close to 
beaches, garden, swimming pool, 
parking. 

Contact Miss Hazou 
(020) 7408 1771 


Gatwick 3mins 

Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants 
All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or Continental 
breakfast included. Secure holiday 
parking available. 

Courtesy transport by arrangement. 
Easy access from M25 + M23 

Tel ft Fax: 01293 783363 


FAMILY HOME 
FLORIDA 

Luxury 4 bedroom 3 bathroom 
home sleeps 10. Air 
conditioning, own pool, quiet 
location. 5 miles Disney. 
From £495 per week. 

0114 230849 
flortda@webvalue.org 
www.webvalue.org/florida 


low 



TURKEY 
& TINSEL 
BREAKS 

6th-10th November - Channel View 
Hotel, SANDOWN, ISLE OF WIGHT 
6th-10th November - Harcourt Sands 
Holiday Centre, PUCKPOOL, 

ISLE OF WIGHT 
13th- 17th November - Savoy 
Holiday Village, YARMOUTH, 
ISLE OF WIGHT 

All the above at just 
£119 per person 

Halfboard accommodation, all rooms 
en-suite and to include coach pick up (subject to 
coach being available from area) and all ferry fares or 
alternatively car ferry (driver + 3 passengers) 

All enquiries to 

(01983) 405116 


SIDMOUTH 

j — EAST DEVON — V 

AA/RACtHHf 

Country hotel near town centre. 
Ample parking. 

2 acres of peace & quiet. 

Self Catering Cottage Available 


SALCOMBE HILL HOUSE HOTEL 

01395 514697 


BLACKPOOL 

Holiday flats adjacent to 
Queens Road, 

3-star graded. 

OPEN ALL YEAR. 

Sleep 2-4. 

SPECIAL WINTER 
BREAKS 

Tel: 01 253 355051 


COUNTY CLARE, 
[DOONBEG VILLAGES 

Luxury 3 hedroomed, fully 
furnished self-calering 
accommodation, sleeps 6. 
Situated in the village. 

5 mins walk from beach. 

AUantic views, golf and fishing 
nearby. 

For more details contact 
1 £dena on 00353 659055047 ] 
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INNV VALE HOLIDAY VILLAGE CORNWALL 
OPEN ALL YEAR 

FAMILY RUN PARK 
For further details and brochure call 

01840 261248/261740 
Email: jn.c@which.net 
www.cornwallinnyvaleHolidayVillage.co.uk 


BLACKPOOL 


PEMBROKE PRIVATE HOTEL 

17 BANK STREET PY1 1RN 

Fully Lie 2 mins prom/tower & N. pier. 

Choice menus, en-suite. H/dryers. T/C Fac. TV all Rms. (No Meters) 

B&B Illuminations Fri-Sun £44. Fri-Mon £60. Mon-Fri 
£68. Evening Meal £4 extra per day. 

Tel. 01253 625069 


BLACKPOOL 

Lauren House 

Situated between Central and South Piers 
5 minutes from pleasure beach. 

Fully licenced, TVs in all rooms. 
Christmas Parties bookings now being taken 
and New Year Bookings 
Entertainment all through Christmas 
Tel: 01253 625991 


fpnin 

Costa Blanca, Moraira 

Luxury 3 beds 2 bath villa. 
Communal pool. 2 miles 
from beach & amenities. 
Avail from 28th October for 
long winter let. Some 
Summer 2001 dates still 
available. 

Tel. 07775 671229 


DeStress 

Whirlpool Spa, Swinming Pool, 
Childcare. 

DeUght 

Set in 21 acres on the 
Gower Peninsula in Wales. 

DeLuxc 

Exquisite decor, oi 
paintings, ceramics & w 
permanendy displayed, 
resident chef, maid service, all 
indusive. Self catering available. 

DeSign 

Inclusive residential courses:- 
painting, screen printing, wild 
mushrooms, cookery, garden 
design. 

Tel: 01792 391640 
Fax: 01792 391640 

Email: stembridge.mill@virgm.net 
Web: visitwales.co.uk 


Southern Ireland 

Ballyheigue, Co. Kerry 

3 extensively refurbished 3 bedroom 
cottages, fully equipped, overlooking 
sea, panoramic mountain views. 
Golf courses nearby. 

01234 304427 


GREYHOLME HOTEL (LICENSED) 
TORQUAY 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

£150 FOR 4 DAYS ★ £110 FOR NEW YEAR 
For Colour Brochure Call: 

01803 328229 

(Book now for our special Christmas breaks) 


m &C5T OtSPMtv 



Villas and apartments for rent throughout Spain for 4-12 people. From 2 
bedroom apartments in a small quality complex to luxury 5/6 bedroom 
villas. Near the sea, the mountains, golf courses - we try to match your 
requirements. 

Why not even consider booking your property now for next year to ensure 
you get the property of your choice. 

For further information Telephone John on 
01252-337049 or email farflv@aol.com 


FOR DISCOUNTED FLIGHTS AND CARfe ft IRE " 
Contact our sister company 4^ 

Flyaway International 

Telephone 01252-332808 or email sales@flyawy.org.uk 


SPAIN DIRECT 
THE COST BLANCA 

Freehold villas and apartments from 

£48,000 

Inspection trips from just £1 29.00 

Call now Freephone 0800 085 1427 


FOR THE DEFINITIVE 
GUIDE TO UK 
ACCOMMODATION AND 
ATTRACTIONS 

t if Mil) 

click on to www.holiday-guide.com or 
for advice on your booking 

01268 460046 

or e-mail info@holiday-guide.com 
All areas of the UK catered for. 
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Meet our new deacons 



Two nuns, a chemist and a salesman are among the 19 men and 
women being ordained deacons at Christ Church Cathedral on 30 
September and 1 October. Please pray for them and for those who 
are being ordained priests on the same day (see list in sept door page 4). 


1. Pamela Smith 

I will be serving my title in the 
Ironstone Benefice, north west 
of Banbury. I am a widow 
with two adult children: Bryn, 
who lives in Uppsala to be 
with his Swedish fiancee Virve, 
and Nikki who sings in the 
choir at St Mary’s at Witney, is 
married to Paul and has an 1 8 
month old daughter Abigail. 
Before moving to Banbury I 
worked for Age Concern 
Oxford. 

2. Rose Williams 

Born and brought up in 
Suffolk, I am an experienced 
vicarage dweller being the 
daughter and now wife of a 
clergyman. (I never learn!) We 
have three grown up children, 
Hazel, Tim and Dawn. I have 
been a licensed lay minister 
since 1984 and will be staying 
on in the Walton Team, 
Aylesbury to serve as an NSM. 
I enjoy gardening, eating out, 
eating in, films, guinea pigs 
and writing children’s material 
for Scripture Union. 

3. Andrew Mackie 

With his wife Christine, 
Andrew Mackie has lived in 
Purley on Thames for almost 
20 years. Andrew will be 
ordained local minister at St 
Mary’s Purley. His ministry 
will initially be with young 
people, of whom their children 
Linda (16) and David (14) 
have given him some useful 
experience. Andrew will con- 
tinue to try to use fruitfully the 
time spent commuting to his 
job as resource manager for a 
software company in London. 

4. Hazel Scarr 

Brought up first in the church- 
es of the East End I later moved 
to North London and in 1982 


to rural North Oxfordshire. 
Although both amazed and 
alarmed when God called, he 
gently but firmly steered me 
in His chosen direction. 
While continuing part time 
work I look forward to the 
challenge ahead, supported 
by God’s strength and the 
love, prayers and encourage- 
ment of my husband John 
and our daughters Deborah 
and Karen and their families. 

5. Joan Arthur 

Happily married to Joe for 35 
years, we have two children: 
Trevor married to Jo, living in 
Chester, and Hazel, living with 
her partner, Simon in 
Beaconsfield. A qualified 
chemist, I retain a keen interest 
in science and the natural 
world. I’m also passionate 
about FI motor racing! 
Privileged to train with 
SAOMC, I look forward to 
serving at St James, and gain- 
ing wider experience with SS 
Mary and George, in the High 
Wycombe Team. 

6. Margaret Dimmick 

Margaret will be licensed as 
OLM to Caversham Park 
Ecumenical Partnership and 
also training at St Luke’s with 
St Bartholomew’s Reading. A 
licensed lay minister; she was a 
Mayoress of Reading and has 
served on the Deanery Synod. 
She was chairman of Churches 
Together in Reading and is a 
trustee of the Women’s Centre. 
Formerly a teacher, Margaret 
now works in administration 
for Oxfam. She is supported by 
husband Robert and children 
Juliet and Michael. 

7. Hugh Warwick 

Hugh Warwick has just 
turned 61, and worked for 
BBC Radio for nearly 30 


years, most of them as a 
music producer with Radio 
3. He was born in the 
Diocese, and now lives in 
Rotherfield Peppard, where 
he will serve his title. His 
wife, Auriel, a New 
Zealander, is a music thera- 
pist, specialising in autism. 
They have no children, just a 
pair of demanding Burmese 
cats who seem intent on fill- 
ing the role! 

8. Rosemary Payne 

Michael and I are looking 
forward to our new life at St 
Paul with St Mary Wooburn, 
Bucks where I will be serving 
my title. Our children 
Adrian and Jennifer live 
away from home so will be 
less involved but they are 
great advocates of the new 
direction in my life. God 
often surprises me so I will 
refrain from speculating 
about the path of my future 
ministry because he may 
have other ideas! 

9. John Quick 

After completing a geogra- 
phy degree and teacher 
training I worked in primary 
and middle schools, latterly 
as a deputy head teacher, 
before taking early retire- 
ment. My wife Dee teaches 
home economics, and we 
have a son and a daughter 
both at university. I will be 
serving as an OLM in the 
parish of Clewer St Stephen 
and St Agnes (new Windsor 
Team Ministry) combined 
with my current employ- 
ment as a bookseller. 

10. Tess Ward 

I am married to Pete and we 
have two children, Eleanor, 7 
and Callum, 5. We will be 


moving to Cold Ash where I 
will serve my title with the 
Hermitage Team. 

11. Lyn Comerford 

I have four children, two of 
whom still live at home with 
myself, my mother and my cat. 
I am an OLM based at the 
Emmanuel Church Centre, 
Woodley, which was planted 
from St John the Evangelist ten 
years ago. I also work full time 
for the Boeing company as an 
office administrator and enjoy 
the theatre and my garden 
when time permits. 

12. Sister Anne CSJB 

I look forward to working in 
Blackbird Leys. My Presbyterian 
upbringing and time in East 
London worshipping in a 
Methodist church, were good 
preparation. Life skills 
learned through work in the 
chemical industry, marriage 
and two sons, and ministry as 
a licensed lay minister will 
also be useful. I have been 
part of the Community of St 
John Baptist since 1994, 
working as a parish sister (in 
the Windsor Team) and I am 
grateful for the sisters’ gen- 
erosity of spirit in allowing 
me to train for the ordained 
ministry. 

13. John F. Jackson 

John, along with his wife Judy 
and two children Christopher 
and Kate, now resides in 
Kidlington where he will be 
stipendary curate after ordina- 
tion. John and his family have, 
until recently, lived in Oxford, 
where he has been pursuing 
his DPhil at Worcester College. 
In a former life, John was a law 
professor in Columbus, Ohio 
before moving to England. 



14. Prue Dufour 

Married to David, after train- 
ing as a nurse she has worked 
for many years in developing 
hospices. She is now a trustee 
of the Acorn Christian 
Foundation and is called upon 
to speak on hospice matters 
internationally. She will train 
as MSE at Old Windsor in 
association with her role as 
Director of St Columba’s 
Fellowship, a charity that seeks 
to encourage Christians in pal- 
liative care. 

15. Saskia Barnden 

I am resident assistant sixth 
form tutor, teacher and chap- 
lain Richard Warden’s curate- 
to-be at Wycombe Abbey 
School. My husband, John, 
heads the Computer Science 
Department at Birmingham 
University; we have one 
daughter, Marina, just 
embarking on her second year 
of reading English at Balliol. I 
am completely delighted to be 
serving my title in school chap- 
laincy. 

16. Angela Linton 

A farmer’s daughter bom and 
brought up in Kent I moved to 
Lancashire on marriage to Barry 
30 years ago where our two 
daughters Jessica and Erica were 
bom. We have now lived in 
South Oxfordshire for 17 years. 
Working initially for the Ministry 
of Agriculture and subsequently 
at Goring Post Office until early 
‘retirement’ last year I am now 
looking forward to working in 
the Langtree Team Ministry. 


I have been working as a local 
community worker for 20 
years. My ministry has always 
been and will continue to be in 
the community. My heart is to 
help the church and communi- 
ty to relate and to become 
more relevant. 

18. Robert Langton 

Presently retreat house warden 
in Windsor, alongside the 
Community of St John Baptist, 
having previously served in the 
healing ministry at Crowhurst. I 
managed a retail business in 
Hampshire, after a career in 
sales, working in several differ- 
ent industries. I have five grown 
up sons, whose company I 
greatly enjoy, and before they 
appeared was a missionary in 
Kenya. I am very excited to be 
joining All Saints Maidenhead, 
were I will serve my curacy. 

Sister Patricia Ann CSMV 

(unable to attend for the photograph) 

It is 20 years since I made my 
profession within the 
Community of St Mary the 
Virgin at Wantage. Before 
joining the Community I was a 
bank clerk in Cheshire and this 
experience has proved invalu- 
able during my life in commu- 



17. Suzanne Knight 

I will serve as an OLM in my 
home parish. I am a local per- 
son in every sense of the word 
having lived in Reading all my 
life. I have four children, 
Darron, Tina, Gavin and Lucy. 


nity. Latterly I worked for over 
ten years within two local 
benefices. After ordination I 
look forward to serving with 
CSMV and with the Parish of 
St Peter’s, Didcot. 


How about you? If you have a sense of vocation to lay or ordained ministry contact your deanary vocations advisor. There is a list in the Diocesan Handbook or for 
the most up to date version ring Hilary Unwin, convenor of the Vocations Network on 01494 725228. 



8 


THE DOOR : OCTOBER 2000 


Comment 


When the game is up 


I AM having 
withdrawal 
symptoms. ‘Big 
Brother’ addicts 
will know what I * 
mean. There will 
be no more late 
night viewing of 
the Channel 4 
p r o g r am m e 
which the Bishop of 
Liverpool called a ‘human 
zoo’ because the game is 
over. Craig, the likeable 
Scouse, narrowly beat Anna 
the ex-novice nun. After nine 
weeks he emerged from the 
curious house in Bow 
£70,000 the richer after the 
other contestants, assisted 
by the viewers, voted one 
another out. 

You are right to tut tut. But 
there is worse to come. I 
hissed in true pantomime 
style when Nick cheated his 
way to the heart of the 
household and I even rang up 
to vote out a contestant I par- 
ticularly disliked. You can't 
stoop lower than that. 

‘It’s only a game’ I said to 
myself. ‘It’s only a game’ 
sang the contestants each 
week as they nervously wait- 
ed for the poll declaration. 
‘It’s only a game’ said Nick 
when his underhand ways 
came to light. 

But the trouble is that it 
wasn’t. It was a dreadful 
microcosm of what happens 
when reality and unreality, love 
and betrayal, trust and duplici- 
ty become horribly mixed up 
and the game players turn into 
the game victims. In short it 
was life in the raw without God. 
Next year the cameras will 


focus on another 
group of people 
when David 

Frost presents an 
Alpha course on 
television. 
Twelve partici- 
pants will talk 
about their 
changing attb 
tudes to Christianity as they 
go through a course in 
Christian basics. 

A Millennium Alpha initia- 
tive called ‘Ask the nation to 
supper’ will be launched this 
month at nine regional cen- 
tres. One of them is Oxford 
and at the Apollo Theatre on 
5 October, Alpha national 
co-ordinator Nicky Gumbel 
will talk about Alpha and 
introduce some local people 
whose lives have been 
touched by it. 

There is bound to be an 
Alpha course near you. Tell 
your neighbours and friends 
or think about going on it 
yourself. It is not the only 
course in Christian basics but 
it is a very effective, non- 
threatening one which cuts 
through religiosity and 
allows the Holy Spirit to 
meet people where they are. 

In the Big Brother house- 
hold there could only be one 
winner. But for those who 
seek an encounter with the 
living God through Alpha or 
in any other way, there can be 
no losers. The prize is eternal 
life and the best possible 
starting point for the search is 
the realisation that the game 
is well and truly up. 

Christine Zwart 



Diocesan appointments 


Opening the Book of Life? 

* 

The Revd Dr Lee Rayfield reflects on some aspects of progress in human genetics 


The Revd Vivien Brooks, Priest in 
charge of Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Cox Green also to be 
Berkshire Anglican Ecumenical 
Officer; The Revd Derek Chedzey, 
Team Vicar in the High Wycombe 
Team Ministry to be Tiverton 
Deanery Training Officer and 
Associate Minister in the Exe Valley 
Team Ministry, Exeter Diocese; the 
Revd Mark Ewbank, Priest in charge 
of St Mary’s, Famona, Bulawayo to 
be Assistant Curate Chalfont St 
Peter; the Revd Ian Mountford, 
Assistant Curate Christ Church, 


Chilwell, Nottingham, Southwell 
Diocese to be Team Vicar, Thame 
Valley Team Ministry; the Revd 
Trevor Nicholson, Chaplain Queen 
Anne’s School, Caversham is retir- 
ing; the Revd Timothy Thornton, 
Vicar of Chadlington & Spelsbury w 
Ascott-under-Wychwood is retiring; 
the Revd Canon Brian Shenton to 
resign as Priest in charge Reading St 
Matthew but to continue as Vicar of 
Reading St Mary with St Laurence; 
the Revd Rebekah Litde NSM Bath 
Tiverton on Avon, Bath and Wells 
Diocese, has permission to officiate. 


ON MONDAY 26 June 2000 a 
milestone in human achieve- 
ment was announced to the 
world: the human genetic 
code had been sequenced. 
Scientists and politicians 
together spoke of a moment in 
history rivalling the invention 
of the wheel or landing on the 
moon. ‘The Book of Life now 
lies open’, declared the head- 
line writers, ‘A milestone in 
man’s knowledge of himself - 
for good or evil.’ 

In fact what the Human 
Genome Project has provided 
to date is more information 
than knowledge. Scientists 
have listed the three billion 
molecules that make up an 
individual’s genetic blueprint 
but they have only limited 
understanding of where the 
38,000 - 115,000 genes might 
lie and even less idea of what 
they might control. It is akin 
to having a detailed diagram 
of a car but being unsure 
which lines relate to the engine, 
which to the braking system 
and which are only smudges! 
Determining where the genes 
are, and which biological 
processes they control, will 
take much longer: It will take 
decades to convert all the infor- 
mation into real knowledge. 

Tower of Babel? 

So how are Christians to 
regard this technological 
breakthrough? Is it the ground 
floor of a modern day ‘Tower 
of Babel’ or a part of loving 
God with all our mind? Is it 
the faithful cultivation of 
God’s creation or the eating of 
another forbidden fruit? 

Few would consider under- 
standing the basis of human 
life at a molecular level as an 
act of disobedience to God. 
But knowledge begets respon- 
sibility and the right use of 
what we have discovered. 
Society has already benefited 
greatly from the advances in 
human molecular genetics 
made in the last 20 years. In 
the realm of the law, genetic 
‘fingerprinting’ has proved a 
powerful technique in the 
detection and prosecution of 
crime. Microscopic samples of 
body fluid or tissue can be 


used not only to track down 
the guilty but to vindicate the 
innocent. 

Such is the potential for good. 
But there is immense potential 
for misuse and abuse of this 
knowledge ‘through igno- 
rance, weakness or our own 
deliberate fault’. Knowledge 



Picture courtesy of the US 
Department of Energy 


of a person’s genetic makeup, 
and the potential to alter it, 
opens a whole series of ethical 
and practical dilemmas. 

Take, for example, life or 
health insurance. Insurance 
companies assess risks by ask- 
ing about lifestyles and med- 
ical histories. We now know 
that there are associations 
between certain genes and dis- 
eases. If companies were 
allowed access to a detailed 
genetic profile they may either 
refuse insurance or charge 
exorbitant premiums. On the 
other hand, if insurance com- 
panies were denied access they 
could be disadvantaged. A 
person discovering they were 
at high risk of a chronic or ter- 


minal disease through an 
analysis of their DNA might 
exploit that knowledge when 
taking out a policy. 

Knowledge of our genetic pro- 
file is not neutral information 
as the above examples show. It 
can easily become a means of 
exclusion and discrimination. 
Who has access to genetic 
information and who controls 
it pose major questions. We 
can also see how people could 
feel they are prisoners of their 
genetic constitution in a deter- 
ministic and fatalistic way. 
While genetic therapy for dis- 
ease might acceptable, what 
many fear is that our knowl- 
edge might be taken further 
and be used for eugenics, the 
genetic ‘improvement’ of 
humanity. Aldous Huxley’s 
‘Brave New World’ was a 
nightmarish vision of human 
beings created according to 
defined genetic criteria. Many 
fear that the Human 
Genome Project has brought 
it a step closer. Fortunately 
wholesale Huxleyan eugenics 
is likely to remain fiction for 
the foreseeable future, but 
selection in favour of some 
genes and against others is 
not so far from being science 
fact. Eugenic manipulation is 
not just the preserve of far 
right and far left extremists. 
Just ask your neighbours 
whether they would choose to 
help their children by making 
them brighter, more artistic or 
athletic through giving them a 
certain gene at the time of 
conception. This moyes us 
into the realm of designer 
babies. 

Quest for eternal life 

A narrow quest for eternal life 
is very much alive in Western 
culture and understanding 
why cells age, genetically 
speaking, has inevitably 
become a popular area of 
research. If the Human 
Genome Project were to give 
clues for holding back the bio- 
logical clock the ramifications 
would be enormous. 

The project to sequence 
human DNA is very much an 
enterprise of Western techno- 
logical culture, with all its 


strengths and weaknesses. The 
project began with a key note 
of cooperation between pub- 
licly funded laboratories 
across the Atlantic for the 
common good. It changed 
into a bitterly contested race 
against a privately funded 
American Corporation. The 
patenting of human genes has 
mirrored a Gold Rush. 

A critical friendship 

Scientists are well aware of the 
ethical dilemmas their 
research is raising. Christians 
have a vital role to play in 
being ‘critical friends’ to sci- 
ence and technology. There 
are many aspects of the 
Human Genome Project 
which we can affirm and 
encourage as consistent with 
Christian values and princi- 
ples. Responsible and careful- 
ly controlled .risks may be jus- 
tified and supported. 
Compassion and the responsi- 
bility to alleviate suffering 
provide impetus to many 
potential medical uses of 
genetic understanding. But 
they need to be held in tension 
with other criteria. 

We are to be alive to wider 
issues of the common good, 
including our responsibilities 
to less developed nations and 
to generations yet unborn. 
We are to remind our society 
that life is a gift not a com- 
modity, and that we are infi- 
nitely more than the sum of 
our DNA. We have to call for 
appropriate humility and help 
our culture recognise the dis- 
tinction between knowledge 
and wisdom. 

The writer of Psalm 139 
declared, ‘I praise you because 
I am fearfully and wonderful- 
ly made’. May God give us 
grace to hold together those 
strands of praise, wonder and 
reverent fear as we discover 
more about how we are made. 


The Revd Dr Lee Rayfield is 

Priest in Charge of St Peter's with St 
Mark's Hospital Church, Furze Platt, 
Maidenhead and Area Dean of 
Maidenhead Deanery. Before ordination 
he was a Lecturer in Immunology at 
Guy's and St Thomas's Hospital Medical 
and Dental Schools and is a member of 
the Society of Ordained Scientists. 




MOUYMA 1 D 

Join the industry leader in professional 
home cleaning. No nights, weekends 
or major holiday working. 

Transport provided. 

Full Training Given. 

Call 01865 557700 



L.et youtv imagination take 
you all over The w<c>rlc4 with 
more than TOO essential oils 



French lavender &=.!./ 5 10 ml 

S p i ce D I rect 

Call 01206 751660 for a catalogue 
Or Visit the web Site www.spicectirect.co.uk 
10% net sales donated to Amnesty International on selected brands 



OVERWEIGHT 

Ever wished they’d 
invent a pill to lose 
weight? 

They did - It’s fantastic! 

FREE SAMPLE 

No obligation 
AGENT 
REQUIRED 

Before 9.00pm Call 

01535 644860 


Russell Acott Ltd. 

strings • woodwind • percussion 


Suppliers of strings and reeds. Full range of r 
accessories ... Mail order service. 'P 

Musical instrument sales, piano hire and 
sales all at very reasonable prices. 

Now relocated at Unit 3, \ 

North Hinksey Business Centre, Oxford. ( ! H» 
Tel. 01865 241195 sV j i\ 

Fax. 01865 798256 >B ^J) 


Open 9-5pm Monday to Friday 


Church and 
Community Wurker 

St Luke’s Church 

is seeking a person with initiative and the 
ability to continue its existing ministries as 
well as developing new ones. We are a small 
Church of England church in an area of 
mixed council and private housing, and we 
are part of the parish of St. Matthew’s, 
Oxford. 

The applicant should have a strong Christian 
faith, have the ability to work with people of all 
ages, have flexibility and good listening skills. It 
is essential for the suitable applicant to be able 
to work on their own initiative as well as being a 
key team player. You will be working alongside a 
part time lay pastor and an NSM. 

The post is offered for 2 years, with the 
possibility of further extension. 

For a full job description and further details, 
please contact: 

Jane Sherwood, St Luke’s Church, 
Canning Crescent, Oxford OX1 4XB 

The closing date for completed applications is 
Friday 13th October. 


WORK 


FROM HOME 
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FULL TRAINING 
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Vatican greenhouse effect 


I READ WITH 

dismay the lat- 
est statement 
from the 

Vatican, 
Declaration 
D o m i n u s 
Jesus, that the 
Church of 
England and 
all other 

Protestant 
churches are 
not proper 
churches 
because they suffer from 
defects. It seems to me that 
Cardinal Ratzinger is intent 
on wiping out years of ecu- 
menical progress at a 
stroke. What makes this 
pronouncement even harder 
to swallow is that it has 
been made in the name of 
Jesus whose words and 
actions taught us above all 
else not to discriminate 
against anyone. 

Wasted effort? 

My first thought was that 
all the efforts which have 
been made to gather 
Christians of different 
denominations into one 
body, might just as well not 
have taken place. What is 
the point, I wondered, of 
having joint services in 
shared buildings and in 
forming organisations such 
as Churches Together if, at 
the end of it all, we are told 
categorically by the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy that 
anything other than the 
Church of Rome does not 
embody the truth? 

But then, what’s new? 
Sadly, since the second 
Anglican/Roman Catholic 


International 
Commission 
(ARCIC2), it 
has been evi- 
dent that the 
Vatican has 
placed a glass 
ceiling over all 
ecumenical 
endeavour with 
the express 
intention of 
preventing any 
effective devel- 
opment beyond 
mere dialogue in inter-faitji 
relations of every kid. 
Nothing may actually be 
changed. 

Not the story’s end 

But must this be the end of 
the story? After all, a glass 
ceiling can cover a green- 
house in which life is able 
to flourish even more pro- 
lifically than on the outside. 
I believe that this is exactly 
what has happened among 
the grass roots of the laity. 
Because of our local ecu- 
menical activity I have met 
several Roman Catholics 
whom i would have never 
otherwise have known, and 
who have become some of 
my dearest friends. As a 
result, the very thing that the 
Vatican is apparently so anx- 
ious to guard against - name- 
ly, the breaking down of all 
religious boundaries - has 
rooted and blossomed and 
continues to bear the fruit of 
the Spirit of abundance. 

Jennifer Henderson is co-author of 
God Has No Favourites ; with Anne 
Primavesi, a Roman Catholic theolo- 
gian. More recently, she is the author 
of Against All Odds, the story of a 
Jewish friend who escaped Nazi perse- 
cution in Belgium during the war. 



by 

Jennifer 

Henderson 


More on lesson reading, Christingle and the Book of Common Worship 


I read the letter from Gerry 
Hanson in the September 
DOOR on the subject of lesson 
reading with interest as it was 
published only a week or two 
after we, in the United Benefice 
of Little Compton, had run an 
evening course on ‘Reading in 
Church’. Over the last few 
years similar courses have been 
held both at Benefice and 
Deanery level and they have, I 
am sure, contributed to the 
high standard of lay participa- 
tion in the services that are 
held in our part of the Diocese. 
I agree that it is our duty as 
Christians to achieve the high- 
est standards that we can in 
our public worship, but I 
would not want Gerry Hanson 
to retain the impression that 
the ‘mediocre standards’ that 
he seems to have encountered 
elsewhere apply throughout 
the Oxford Diocese. 

Bob Ford 
Churchwarden, Little 
Compton 


I would like to respond to 
Gerry Hanson’s call for a 
debate into the standard of 
lesson readers at the lectern. 
We should be careful of lim- 
iting any aspect of worship 
to those judged acceptable 
by an elite. Mr Hanson is 
perhaps fortunate to attend a 
church with sufficient willing 
candidates to warrant selec- 
tion by ability. Other church- 
es - particularly in the more 
rural areas - would be grate- 
ful if more people came for- 
ward to extend the rotation- 
al cycle of readers. We 
should remember that the 
Word of God was originally 
promulgated by a carpenter, 
some fishermen and others of 
lowly social and educational 
status. Admittedly there is a 
precedent for the inclusion of 
tax collectors, but given the 
clarity of English exemplified 
by the income tax self-assess- 
ment instruction book, per- 
haps the professional class 
should look to the mote in its 
own eye before deciding that 


the Word should really be pro- 
mulgated by those with degrees 
and suitably crisp vowels. If we 
exclude people from promot- 
ing the word of God in 
church, how can we expect 
them to develop the confi- 
dence to be a true Christian by 
promoting it outside that 
ecclesiastical comfort zone? 
While I would agree that 
churches should offer training 
in an effort to enlarge the 
rota, Mr Hanson’s plea 
sounds rather like a call to 
perpetuate the view of the 
CofE as the Conservative 
Party at prayer. 

Philip Challen 

Langley 


In reply to Gerry Hanson, ‘a 
mediocre standard of lesson 
reading’ is one of the things 
about which ‘your best friends 
won’t tell you’. But it is one of 
the concemcs of RADIUS - The 
Religious Drama Society of 
Great Britain. The Society is at 
present mounting a pilot 
scheme of workshop sessions 
‘Effective Delivery of Bible 
Reading in Worship’. Tuition 
would be offered preferably on 
the spot in local churches. It is 
not primarily a ‘course in 
speech’, but a ‘application of 
existing skills - with advice and 
new thought’. Parishes interest- 
ed should write to the Secretary, 
RADIUS, Christ Church & 
Upton Chapel, 1A Kennington 
Road, London SE1 7QP. 
Kathleen M Hall 
Oxford 


In response to Gerry Hanson’s 
letter regarding lesson reading 
in church, I would like to 
advise him and your other 
readers that his concern is 
shared within the Chipping 
Norton Deanery. In response 
to this concern, the Deanery 
Training Group has put on 
reading practice training ses- 
sions as part of its programme 
on several occasions. We 
believe that practical train- 
ing sessions of this type are 
important in raising stan- 


dards within our churches. 
To this end we have also 
organised similar sessions for 
lay people as they arrive in 
church, use of music in wor- 
ship, being a member of the 
deanery synod etc.The 
response to the above sessions 
indicates that there is a gener- 
al desire to raise standards, 
and that people welcome the 
opportunity to practice and 
improve. 

Ian Henderson 

Chipping Norton 


A highlight of our Pilgrimage 
Walk in the Holy Land this 
summer, will be the blessing 
and lighting of a Christingle 
Candle in Bethlehem. This 
candle will be used at our 
Festival Service in Salisbury 
Cathedral and its light will 
then be passed on through 
countless Christingle Services 
throughout the country. The 
light of Christ as expressed 
through the love and expert 
help of The Children’s Society 
reaches thousands of children 
and young people every year. 
In our Diocese we have two 
projects which support chil- 
dren and families experienc- 
ing difficulties at the Banbury 
Family Centre and the Milton 
Keynes Family Support 
Project. At Witney the 
Western Corner Project pro- 
vides a service for children 
and young people with learn- 
ing difficulties. 

The Christingle Celebrations 
are enormously important to 
The Children’s Society as they 
provide a visible candle light 
link between those in dark- 
ness and those with light to 
share. The monies collected 
and brought to the service, go 
to support our projects in' 
England and Wales, which 
help to improve the quality of 
many childrems lives. If your 
parish already helps us in this 
way, many thanks, you are 
vital to our on-going commit- 
ment to children in need. If 
you would like to consider 
holding a Christingle 


Celebration for the first time, 
please do get in touch with 
your local Area Fundraising 
Manager, we will be delighted 
to help you and your congre- 
gation to enjoy sharing the 
light of Jesus in this very spe- 
cial way. 

Veronica Beaumont 


In August 1996 Gallup car- 
ried out a poll for the 
Protestant Reformation 
Society. This found that of 
regular church goers, 59% of 
the laity wanted the Book of 
Common Prayer for the main 
service on Sunday, rather than 
the ASB. The survey also 
showed, perhaps even more 
suprisingly, that of regular 
church attenders, 43% of the 
laity would like Matins as the 
main Sunday service. It was as 
clear then as it is now that 
pressure to move congrega- 
tions away from the Book of 
Common Prayer (BCP), and 
now, from any traditional lan- 
guage service, comes mainly 
from the bishops, some clergy 
and those with a particular 
interest such as liturgists and 
publishers, not from lay 
churchgoers. 

Parochial Church Councils, 
elected by the congregations, 
have the power to decide, 
with the incumbent, which 
form of service should be used 
in parish churches. With 
Common Worship destined to 
replace the Alternative Service 
Book (ASB) and with such a 
high proportion of chuchgo- 
ers apparently preferring the 
BCP, it would seem timely for 
the church to take the oppor- 
tunity to return to the BCP. It 
would be unfortunate if the 
BCP and other liturgies in tra- 
ditional language were aban- 
doned under the duress of the 
clergy. If this happens there 
will be yet another sudden 
decline in attendance such as 
churches suffered in the early 
1980s after the introduction of 
ASB Rite A. 

David A V Dendy 

Didcot 




PUBLISH 
YOUR BOOK 

New and established authors 
invited to submit manuscripts. 
All subjects considered 

PEN PRESS 

39-41 North Road (Dept CH), 
London N7 9DP 

Tel: 0207 607 0517 
Fax: 0207 007 9099 

www. penpress ©co.uk 


AMAZING 

MEDICAL-SCIENTIFIC 

EVIDENCE 

of life including pets 

following physical death 
New Inspiring Book 

£9.49 inc P&P 

MAYFAIR PUBLISHING 

Details 

Tel. 01323 647770 




word Processing 
by post / e-mail 


For all your business/ 
personal needs call 
Sheila Lowry on 

01702 216391 

email: 

shelialowry57@cs.com 

Ref CHl 


Have you practical skills - housekeeping, 
cooking, DIY etc? 

Do you want to serve the Lord by serving his people? 
Stanton House, a Christian retreat house near Oxford, 
needs new members for its resident team, combining 
practical skills with a love for people. 

Full board and lodging provided, plus an honourarium. 
Application^ considered from married couples or single 
people. 

Enquiries and applications (with CV) to: 

The Chairman of Trustees, 
c/o Stanton House, Stanton St John 
OXFORD 0X33 1HQ 
Telephone: 01865 358807 
Closing date: 31st October 2000 
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£T1£1 

by Ann Lowde 

As featured in ths Financial Timsa Magazine 

Tvp written over 100 verses for any occasion too, 

Decorated page and frames all chosen by you. 

Weddings, new baby, bereavement in fact, any subject at all. 

To show someone they’re special please give me a cair 
Looking for a unique gift to mark a Wedding Day or other special person or event? 

Please call me on (01377) 252192 
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Offering a 

comprehensive range 

NHS 

Dental Treatment 
TO MAKE AN 
APPOINTMENT 
DON’T DELAY 
TEL: 

01865 242962 

We also offer a conscious 
sedation service for nervous 
patients. 

Dentistry for everyone 



A Welcome To 
The Cathedral 

The annual service of 
evensong to commemorate 
Frideswide, patron saint of Oxford 
will be held at 

CHRIST CHURCH 

on 

Tuesday 1 7th October, 2000 
at 6.00pm 

The Dean and Chapter warmly invite 
the public to attend the service, sung 
by the Cathedral Choir. 
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LANDSCAPE GARDENING SERVICES LIMITED 
For all aspects of landscaping from design to completion 
Specialising in Natural Stone Paving & Water Features 
Also suppliers of Beautiful Rocks, Cobbles, Natural Paving, 
Chippings etc. 

Full Computerised Design Service. Qualified Tree Surgeons. Why 
not pop into our showsite @ 

The Cow Lane Centre, Cow Lane, 

Reading, Berks. RG1 8NA 
Tel/Fax: 01189 567744 wwwjscootco.uk/lgs/ 




Saltmine’s Youth Arts Team are looking 
for a male performer with one or more of 
the following skills 


• dancing - acting - singing/rapping * presenting 

Available to start immediately. Please send your CV. Christian testimony and photo 

Saltmine Technical Services 

are looking for a full time technical assistant 

Based at its UK office in Dudley, Saltmine is wishing to appoint: 


Ministry Co-Ordinator: Responsible for administering and co-ordinating the 
evanglism ministries. The applicant should have good communication and 
interpersonal skills, being prepared to work in a team environment. Basic IT 
skills are essential and the ability to manage a multi task role. 

Aceounts Officer: The applicant should ideally have at least three years 
experience in general book-keeping and be able to work on their own 
initiative, have basic IT skills on data bases and be prepared to work in a 
team environment. 

Saltime is also seeking to appoint a 

uires a dynamic person who is able to work 
Directors in the management of our holiday 
internationally. Although the position does not 
require the appointee to Work from Dudley, it will require frequent and 
regular visits to the Saltmine office and when required to holiday locations. 


Saltmine Trust. PO Box 16. Dudley, West Midlands DY1 1YQ 
Tel: 01384 454800 Fax: 01384 454850 email: mailOsaltmine.oro. 


Don't forget 
leftover foreign currency 
can help the forgotten 
victims of conflict. 


Please contact us 
for a Collection Pack. 
We need you and 
your parishioners to boost 
our micro-enterprise, 
schooling, training 
and literacy programmes. 
1 01483 772012 
1 01483 750774 

e: oiOockenden.org.uk 
www.ockenden.org.uk 


OCKENDEN 

INTERNATIONAL 

Charity No 1053720 


Promoting Self-Reliance for Refugees and Displaced People in 
Afghanistan, Cambodia, Pakistan, Uganda.Sudan and Iran. 


REFUSED A LOAN? 

CCJ’s/Mortgage Arrears? 

FREEPHONE 

0800 0851 081 

• Secured and unsecured loans at market 
leading rates 

• Home owners only 

A. W. Murphy 

Licensed Credit Broker 

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments on a mortgage 
or other loan secured on it. Written quotes on request. 


I “DO YOU HAVE ANY 
I OF THESE WINES 
\ FOR SALE?" 

Red Bordeaux 1990 & older 
Vintage Port 1970 & older 
White Burgundy 1992 & older 
Red Burgundy 1990 & older 
! or would like a copy of our fine wine list 
| Any Wines from 

1940 / 50/60 & 1941 / 51/61 
| (any q uantity , but must be well stored please) 
IF YES then please contact: 

I RICHARD BRAZIER 

Tel: 01793 

731886 .flCl ZNTm 

Fax: 01793 731887 ^ 

or e-mail on: Ar 0 U® 

r.brazier@virgm.net ^fRN * 
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lealing is not an optional extra for churches says 
the Diocesan Healing Advisor, Hugh Kent. TTie 
Christian ministry of healing and the work of the 
medical professions can complement each other, he 
says. The Church’s new report, A Time to Heal 
invites parishes to review their healing ministry. The 
purpose of this feature is to provide insights and 
information for that review and to serve as a 
reminder that God always answers our prayers for 
healing even if it is in unexpected ways 



t me 



GO PREACH THE GOSPEL AND HEAL THE SICK 

Hugh Kent, Diocesan Advisor for Healing, looks at an important new report 


WITH SO MUCH up for dis- 
cussion in Church circles at 
the moment, why should 
every parish take time to read 
the new Time to Heal report, 
and review their practice in 
the area of Christian healing? 

Jesus told his disciples to go 
preach the Gospel and heal 
the sick, which must be taken 
in its widest context. Hans 
Kung said ‘God’s Kingdom is 
creation healed’ and many of 
us in the churches will already 
be working for social healing, 
creation healing and relation- 
ship healing. Surely this 
emphasizes the need for con- 
gregations to include people 
who reach out to the physically, 
emotionally and spiritually sick? 

Jesus met people at the point 
of their need in his day, and 
today many are in great need 
both physically and mentally. 
The incarnation of our Lord 
teaches us that our bodies and 
our human life are important 
and come under God’s 
authority. We in the churches 
cannot hand all the responsi- 
bility over to scientific medi- 
cine much as we rejoice in the 
devotion and progress made 
in the medical professions. 

God made our whole being, 
therefore he has a place in our 
healing. Sometimes this is to 
recovery and life; sometimes it 
is to peace of mind and death. 
We once had the privilege of 
praying with a lady in the 
advanced stages of chest cancen 
She had been brought as a 
‘last resort’. Asked what she 
wanted God to do she said 
that the pain was unbearable, 
like ‘two burning coals in her 
back’. This was brought to the 
Lord in prayer, and hands laid 
on her. She witnessed that the 
pain went - never to reappear. 
She died five months later, not 
in agony but able to pray with 
her fairxily and to prepare 
them for her death. 

We in our local situation fre- 
quently have great needs 
thrust upon us. In this last 
week we have shared with a 


woman who feels at the end of 
her tether with her verbally 
abusive husband. There is a 
member of a congregation 
with cancer of the liver. There 
was the lady whose demen- 
tia-suffering husband had just 
died. Do we say ‘I’ll keep you 
in my prayers’, or do we as a 
Christian body ask Christ 
how we should pray for them 
and offer prayer as a therapy 
alongside the professional 
help they may be receiving 
from other sources? If we 



St Luke was a doctor. On his 
feast day, 18 October, pray for all 
who work for healing. 

don’t do the latter are we not 
saying ‘God is not interested’? 

A Christian doctor was once 
asked in an interview, ‘Doesn’t 
most Christian healing quali- 
fy under the heading ‘psycho- 
somatic disease’? His reply 
was that people under that 
heading were really ill and not 
‘faking it’. He implied that 
many more afflictions were the 
result of emotional turmoil and 
external factors than had been 
previously acknowledged. 

We see this in the Scriptures 
when Jesus said to the paral- 
ysed man ‘Go and sin no 
more’. Jesus was looking 
beyond the presenting symp- 
toms and releasing the man 


from the underlying cause. 

Those in the churches who 
are called to the costly min- 
istry of prayer for the sick can 
ask for the Holy Spirit’s help 
in seeing behind the present- 
ing symptoms and so bring 
into the open the underlying 
cause of the disease. As the 
cause is acknowledged the 
light of Christ can shine on it. 
When it is hidden, unacknowl- 
edged, the fear and desperation 
caused can be a fruitful play- 
ground for the forces of dark- 
ness. It is an area which scientif- 
ic medicine cannot always treat 
and has brought into being 
many alternative therapies. 

So there is no choice for the 
Church. It is not a case of 
either we have a healing min- 
istry or we just support the 
work of the medical profession- 
al It is both. We are people 
who acknowledge that God 
has made each individual and 
so knows the inner context of 
each disease. We are also 
those who acknowledge that 
God has given special insights, 
ability and training to advance 
medical science and we can 
support that work. I believe 
prayer will advance healing 
even if it is, as with the lady with 
cancel; a healing in the process 
of dying. If we ask in his name 
his will will be done. 

A Time to Heal brings up to 
date the 1958 report to the 
Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York. If we think of the 
advances in medicine since 
then, is it not time to acknowl- 
edge the advances in our under- 
standing of the local Christian 
healing ministry? We may need 
to assess our commitment to 
that ministry in our local 
church, and to dedicate our- 
selves to good practice in our 
endeavours. This new report 
should help us to do this. 

A Time to Heal: A contribution towards 
the Ministry of Healing is published by 
Church House Publishing (£9.95) A hand- 
book to the report The Development of 
Good Practice in the Healing Ministry 
costs £2.95. You can buy both at Church 
House Bookshop. Tel: 020 7898 1304. 



The Oxford Healthy 
Living Centre 

Caring for the whole person 
and the whole community irre- 
spective of age, class or ethnic 
background is the Christian 
ethos behind the new Oxford 
Healthy Living Centre (logo 
above). The Centre aims to 
bring together a range of com- 
plementary therapies coun- 
selling and support services. 
Among the patrons is the 
Bishop of Oxford. 

Research showed that there 
was a great need for such a 
centre in the Cowley area of 
Oxford where stage one of the 
project is up and running in 
attractive premises above the 
Temple Cowley United 
Reformed Church. Already in 
place are the Oxford Christian 
Insititute for Counselling, a 
marriage support service and 
some complementary therapies. 

Work on this imaginative pro- 
ject began in the early 1 990's 
and drew on the experience of a 
smilar centre at St Marylebone 
Parish Church in London. When 
complete The Oxford Healthy 
Living Centre will be housed in 
the adjoining church hall. It will 
offer not only professional coun- 
selling and complementary ther- 
apies such as homeopathy, 
osteopathy and acupuncture but 
also an interdenominational chapel 
and a whole food restaurant 

Over £lm is needed to com- 
plete the project but the imme- 
diate concern of its develop- 
ment manager, URC minister 
the Revd Betsy Gray-King, is to 
raise £50,000 to keep open 
stage one. Volunteers are also 
needed for the reception area. 

If you can help in any way or would 
like to visit the Centre ring 01865 
749842. 
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Monthly healing 
service in 
Flngest church 

The Healing Service in 
Fingest began in 1983, in 
answer to a request from a 
parishioner for laying on of 
hands and anointing at his 
bedside. At his suggestion, 
the then Vicar of Turville, 
Paul Nicolson arranged for 
a healing service to be held 
on the fourth Friday of 
every month in Fingest 
church, for a trial period. 
The service was to be held 
in the context of the 
Eurcharist and ten copies of 
the ‘Ministry to the Sick’ 
were purchased. The 
churchwarden and his wife 
invited the congregation of 
eight or nine into their 
home after the service for 
coffee and biscuits. 
Eventually the time of fel- 
lowship after the service had 


to move to the Chequers Inn 
to accommodate the 
increase in numbers. Today, 
we welcome a group of 
twenty or more people each 
month, who continue to 
benefit from a suggestion 
made by one patient seven- 
teen years ago. As Paul used 
to say at the start of the ser- 
vice ‘We are doing the 
Lord’s work and the Lord 
works according to his will’. 
Annette Jackson 

Annette helps at the healing ser- 
vice at Fingest where she is a 
licensed lay minister. Other 
churches in the Diocese hold 
regular healing services. 

Wokingham’s 
Healing Group 

The All Saints Healing 
Prayer Group was formed in 
1988 at the request of the 
PCC after a Mission identi- 
fied healing as an omission 
in the work of All Saints. 
The group meets monthly 


and prays confidentially for 
individuals with a need for 
healing in its widest sense. 
Members of the group assist 
the clergy in the laying on 
of hands during the monthly 
Healing Service, either at 
Parish Communion, or a 
special Healing Service on 
Sunday evening. There is a 
monthly article on the 
Healing Ministry in the 
parish magazine. 

There have been many 
instances of change brought 
about by prayer including 
physical cure, improved 
health or relationships, and 
the release of a good death. 
Recent moves include 
expanding the group to 
form a larger Healing Team. 
This will work with the 
Community Priest in pray- 
ing for the needs of those 
with minimal experience of 
formal church services. 

Janet Lucas 

Janets is the Community Priest 
at All Saints , Wokingham. 



Mothers’ Union has a healing theme 


Healing resources 

Acom Christian Healing Trust 

Whitehill Chase, High Street, Bordon, 
Hants GU35 OAP Director The Revd 
Russ Parker.The Trust offers resources 
and training to promote and develop all 
aspects of the Christian ministry of heal- 
ing and wholeness. Tel: 01420 478121. 
Burrswood Groombridge, Tunbridge, 
Wells TN3 9PY. Director Gareth 
Tuckwell. Hospital in beautiful Kentish 
countryside brings together medicine and 
Christianity. Visitors welcome at services, 
which includes laying-on-of-hands, on 
Mondays at 11am, Thursdays at 
11.30am and Saturdays and Sundays at 
3.30pm. Tel: 01892 863818. 

Circle of Prayer Healing 
Federation of prayer groups in 
Wallingford, Goring areas. Also postal 
group of intercessors each of whom 
prays for three people a month. You 
would be welcome at fortnightly group 
Telephone Julian in confidence with 
prayer requests on 01491 641044. 
Churches’ Council for Health and 
Healing St Marylebone Church, 
Marylebone Road, London, NW1 5LT. 
Encouraging the Christian healing min- 
istry, co-operating with medicine, provid- 
ing resources, teaching, theological 
study. Tel: 020 79 35 5066. 

Diocesan Adviser in Christian 
Healing: The Revd Hugh Kent, The 
Rectory, Maids Moreton, Bucks MK18 
1QD. Tel: 01280 813246. 

Divine Healing Mission The Old 
Rectory, Crowhurst, Battle, Sussex 
TN33 9 AD. Director: The Revd Trevor 
Blackshaw.'The oldest Christian healing 
residential centre in the worlcf offers the 
Church's ministry of healing through 
Scripture, Sacrament, counsel and care. 
Tel: 01424 830 204. 

Harmony House Christian Healing 
Centre South Lodge, Newport Road, 
Willenm Milton Keynes MK15 9AA. 
Aims to set up a Christian healing centre 
for short stay whole person care and to 
bring together churches and caring pro- 
fessions in seminars, services etc. Offers 
intercessory prayer and new monthly 
quiet mornings for listening and prayer. 
Tel: 01908 233722 
The Hamhill Centre of Christian 
Healing Cirencester Glos, GL7 5PX. 
Warden: The Revd Paul Springate 
Resource centre for Christian healing 
offering residential stays, counselling 
facilities, courses. All welcome at healing 
services in beautiful little church in the 
grounds on Wednesdays (7.30pm) and 
Fridays (10.30am) Tel: 01285 850283. 
Hospital Chaplains 
In the Diocese of Oxford there are 14 
full-time chaplains; paid by the N HS and 
34 part-time chaplains. Most hospitals have 
their own chapels. or quiet rooms. Hospital 
chaplains are very much involved in min- 
istry of healing in its widest contextThey 
are always willing to offer prayer, laying on 
of hands, Holy Annointing and the sacra- 
ment of Holy Communion. 


THE MOTHERS’ UNION are 

holding a day conference on 
‘Healing and Wholeness in 
Christ’, their theme for 2000 - 
2001. It will take place at the 
Bams Centre, Thame on 
Saturday 21 October from 10 
am to 4 pm. 

The aim of the day is to 
inform about the Church’s 
ministry of healing and and its 
basis in Scripture. There will be 
an opportunity for prayer 
counselling including the lay- 
ing on of hands in the context 
of Holy Communion. 

The morning sessions will be 
led by The Revd Hugh Kent, 


I had been suffering from ME 
for 20 years, when at a 
Sunday morning service, my 
vicar; Philip Roderick, laid 
hands on each member of the 
congregation during 

Communion, and prayed for 
their healing and wholeness. 
As he laid hands on me I 
experienced heat, which last- 
ed for some time afterwards. 
Two days later my sense of 
taste and smell returned after 
an absence of about four 
years, and that was a real joy. 
ME is such a multi-symptom 
illness, and over time further 
symptoms often develop. 

A few months later Philip laid 
hands on the congregation 
again. At this point I knew 
that I was teetering on the 
brink of a major relapse, and 
in the days following I 
remained there but without 
toppling over into the abyss. 
Then I had a strong feeling 
that I needed laying-on 
of-hands again, and that X 
must take the initiative and 
ask for it. I didn’t even ring 
Philip to see if he was in (an 
act of faith in itself!), but sim- 
ply got into my car and drove 
the three miles to the vicarage. 
Amazingly he was at home 
and readily agreed to lay 


Diocesan Advisor for Christian 
Healing and formerly Warden 
at Harnhill Centre for 
Christian Healing. Topics cov- 
ered will include inner healing 
and intercessory prayer There 
will be Holy Communion in St 
Mary’s Church at 2pm. The 
preacher will be the Revd Keith 
Kinnaird who has special 
responsibility to the Bishop of 
Reading for the healing ministry. 
Tickets (free) from MU office 
01865 726308 or Ismene Durand 
01865 862198. Numbers are lim- 
ited with priority for MU mem- 
bers. All welcome at the service 
but please let the office or Ismene 
know in advance. 


hands on me in response to 
my very hesitant request. That 
night extraordinary things 
began to happen. It seemed as 
if channels within me that had 
been blocked for years sud- 
denly opened, and I had the 
feeling that energy and the life 
forces were moving freely 
once again. My body, which 



had felt like lead, became 
light, and I had the sensation 
that I was almost floating. The 
fogginess in my head lifted and 
in a moment of clarity I knew 
that I was going to get well. 

My recovery took three 
-and-a-half months and I was 
grateful for that time-span, 
which gave me the chance to 
adjust mentally and emotion- 
ally, as well as physically, to a 
completely new life at 70 


Lord make me well 

Christ give me strength; 
your servant is not well. 
The tongue that praisesd 
you is made silent, 

Struck dumb by the pain 
of sickness. 

I cannot bear not to sing 
your praises. 

0, make me well again, 
make me whole, 

That I may again proclaim 
your greatness. 

Do not forsake me, I 
beseech you. Let me 
return now to your service. 
By Gregory of Nanzianzus who, 
in the 4th century, pioneered a 
more intimate way of praying. 


healing ministry 

years old that I never expected 
to have. Whenever the healing 
process slowed or came to a 
halt, Philip laid hands on me 
and progress then restarted. In 
all, this occurred about eight 
times. 

During this period other 
things were happening as 
well. I began to feel that I was 
being called to the healing 
ministry, and at the same time 
I was getting insights into the 
nature of healing itself. At first 
I could not imagine that God 
would wish to use me in this 
way, so I drew back and start- 
ed to make demands on Him 
that I must be healed first, or 
at least be given a sign. But 
no, God was insisting that I 
should commit myself, and 
when I finally did, complete 
healing followed, and I also 
received a sign, but the leap of 
faith had to come first. 

I am now a member of a 
growing healing team at St 
Michael’s Church, Amersham, 
and I find it a humbling and 
deeply enriching experience to 
be part of this ministry. 
Marjorie Redpath 

Before her illness Marjorie was a 
youth worker in Milton Keynes 


How my own healing led me to the 


STOLES 

and all embroidered 
vestments and 
furnishings including 

Altar Frontals, Lectern 
Falls and Banners 

made to commission. 
Embroidery repairs 
undertaken. 

Plain and embroidered 
altar linen. 


Embroidery for worship, 
ceremony and celebration 

Please contact-. 

Christine Donaldson 
OPUS 

75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham 
MK18 1LU 

Tel. 01280 823132 



DIOCESE OF OXFORD 

Part-time Administration Officer for the Training Co-ordina- 
tion Team [TCT] and Ordained Local Ministry [OLM] Team 

We are looking for a part-time Administrative Officer (17 hours) to 
join our friendly Training Department. You will be providing admin- 
istrative support vital to the smooth running of this Training 
Department. The ideal candidate will have audio and computer skills 
and be familiar with Microsoft Office/ Access/Database Knowledge. A 
good telephone manner is essential. 

Salary will be on the Administrative Officer grade £8,384 to £12,868 
per annum, pro rata to hours worked. There is a non-contributory 
pension scheme. 

Applications by: 2nd October 2000 
Interviews: 1 1th October 

We are committed to the promotion of equal opportunities for all 
For further information and application form please contact: 

Mrs Elaine Bowman 
Personnel Administrator 
Diocesan Church House 
North Hinksey 
Oxford OX2 0NB 

Tel: 01865 208201 



DIOCESE OF OXFORD 

Part-time Secretarial Assistant for the Buildings Department 

We are looking for an experienced and enthusiastic part-time secre- 
tary (25 hours per week) to join a friendly team in our Buildings 
Department. 

You will provide secretarial back-up vital to the smooth running of 
this department. 

This appointment requires skilled word processing with the use of 
Windows 95, Word and Access. 

Salary range: Personal Secretary grade currently £11,113 to £13,310 
pro rata to hours worked. There is a non-contributory pension 
scheme. 

Applications by: 2nd October 2000 
Interviews: 10th October 

We are committed to the promotion of equal opportunities for all 
For further information and application form please contact: 

Mrs E. T. Bowman 
Personnel Administrator 
Diocesan Church House 
North Hinksey 
Oxford OX2 0NB 

Tel: 01865 208201 


Christian and Unattached? 
Join The Network 

A national association catering for the needs of those who 
are divorced, widowed or single. 

Weekends and Holidays, Social events 
Personal Introductions 

Contact David or Gill, PO Box 20 (DR), 
Braunton, Devon, EX33 2YX (01271) 817093 
www.singleandchristian.co.uk 


Called to Christian Youth Work? 

Work with young people and get qualified 
at the same time! 

BA (Hons) in Youth & Communit y Work 
and A pp lied Theolog y 

validated by Oxford Brookes University and JNC approved. 

Students work with a church or Christian agency and travel to a regional study 
centre in Oxford (also Bristol, Cambridge or the Midlands). 

Contact Mrs Sam Richards at Oxford Youth Works 
01865 438390 for details. 

CENTRE FOR YOUTH MINISTRY - 6 leading Christian training organisations 
working together: Bristol Baptist College, Frontier Youth Trust, Oxford Youth 
Works, Ridley Hall Theological College, St John's Nottingham, Youth for Christ. 
Applications are particularly welcomed from mature students & people from 
minority cultures. 
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Advertising 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 




GIMBLES P.O. 


Excellent range of stationery for all your needs. 
Paper supplies, Refill pads, £ 
Files, Folders, Envelopes, 

Paper & Pens etc. 

Wide range of Greetings Cards v 


12 NORTH PARADE AVENUE, 
OXFORD. TEL 01865 559671 
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Come and See our NEW PISPLA3T OF 
PATCHWORK QUILTING FABRICS' 
In Our Newly Refurbished Shop 


• Upholstery Fabrics 
• Foam cut to size 

• Curtain making Service 

• Net Curtains 
t Remnants from £1 a metre 

• Dacron (rolls and rags) 


• Curtain Fabrics 

• Tracks and Poles 
• Ready-made Curtains 

• Craft/ Patchwork Fabrics 

• Cushioned inserts 

• Polystyrene Beads 


M.L.S. Builders 

Offer a full range of services including: 

■ Brickwork ■ Stonework ■ Roofing ■ Joinery 
■ Plastering ■ Drives ■ Patios ■ Drainage 
■ Footings ■ Landscaping ■ Fencing 
24 HOUR CALL OUT - INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN 
FREE ESTIMATES SPECIAL RATES FOR OAPs 
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL 
FOR A FAST SERVICE PLEASE TELEPHONE 

01295 256164 MOBILE 03780 65917 


Thiii aek just a selection available 


Open Mon to Sal 9.30am • 5.00pm • Open Sunday 10am - 3pm 
THE KIDLINGTON HIGH STREET, KIDLINGTON, OXFORD 

**arkivc — <>1865 841088 _ free PARKING 


. FREE parking 


Soft <J t 



TURKEY HOLIDAY SPECIAL! 

Come along and enjoy the Christmas ^ 
atmosphere of our Tinsel and Turkey holiday 

weeks. 

A SUPERB WEEKS HOLIDAY FULL BOARD WITH TRADITIONAL 
CHRISTMAS DAY FAYRE ON THE WEDNESDAY AND A BON 
VOYAGE NIGHT ON THE FRIDAY 

OUR SPECIAL OFFER PRICE OF 
£200 PER PERSON 

Available THROUGHOUT NOVEMBER ■ DECEMBER (Tinsel and 
Turkey > ■ 2000 (EXCEPT CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR WEEKS) 

► ~ Limited places available, So book now! 

The Glamorgan Holiday Hotel caters specifically for the senior citizen and disabled 
guests of all ages, providing a 24 hour care service in a warm and friendly 
environment. It is ideally suited for RESPITE CARE, while retaining a holiday 
atmosphere. 

All holidays are FULL-BOARD including an excellent programme of entertainment 
and excursions to local tourist attractions. Book now and enjoy a holiday especially 
made for you. 

To Book RING: 01656 - 785375 
GLAMORGAN HOLIDAY HOTEL, 

THE SQUARE, PORTHCAWL CF36 3BW 


axmininqi 

by Amanda Clark 

LOOSE COVERS, CURTAINS, FITTED BEDROOMS 
FREE QUOTATION - NO OBLIGATION 
80 Bourne Road, Pangboume, Berkshire RG8 7JS 
Home: (0118) 9483771 Mobile: 0374 833 752 


PROVEN 

WEIGHTLOSS 

SYSTEM 


Complete Scientific 
Dietary and activity 
Program. Suitable for All 
- NO Gimics 

Contact Dave 
08700 104241 
07708 562700 
or E-mail 

dave@2000now.co.uk 

WIN A £2000 
HOLIDAY!! 

Ref CH 



CBC-Custom 

Our website offers 
various kinds of software 
and patches for 
download. 

We also offer technical 
support through E-mail, 
which is free to our 
existing customers. 

Tel: 01189 677306 
Mobile: 07979 686274 
www.cbc.custom-co.uk 
sales@cbc.custom-co.uk 


BANGLES 

The New Local Craft and Gift Shop in Caversham 

When you need a special present, come and choose 
from our wonderful selection of ceramics, jewellery, 
stained glass, wood turning, salt dough, pottery and 
much more 

Contact Jill to display your craft product 
8 Prospect Street, Caversham Tel: 0118 954 5292 



Get away from it all with 


Derwent Travel 


1 1 Derwent Road , 
Aylesbury , 
Bucks HP21 7EE. 

SHORT BREAKS AND HOLIDAYS, DAY TRIPS, 
CHRISTMAS BREAKS. UK AND ABROAD. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION TELEPHONE 01296 415163 

WE ARE ALSO AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE HIRE 
OUR COACHES ARE EXECUTIVE VEHICLES 
TOILET - VIDEO - HOT DRINKS FACILITIES - FRIDGE PLUS 
ADJUSTABLE STEP FOR EASIER ACCESS. 

WE ARE ONLY A PHONE CALL AWAY. 


Tel. 01296 415163 




'if'V'SFlS 

Vour local property partner on the internet 

'SELLING 
YOUR 

PROPERTY? 


We offer: 

FIXED FEE SELLING 

From just £25-£295 (maximum) 

NO COMMISSION 

No percentage charge on final sales 
We can save you hundreds of £££’s 

© 08707 414 272 


Looking for a new home? 

We have 1000’s of properties all over the u.k. 


Click on-www.inter-homes.co.uk 

Telephone- 08707 414 272 

Or call in - 83A Wyle Cop, Shrewsbury. SY1 1 UT 


Not got a computer? 

Call in at our office and you can use ours!! 


S COLLINS 

ROOFING SPECIALIST 

* NEW ROOFS * FLAT ROOFS * TIUNG & 

SLATING * GUTTERING * FASCIAS * REPAIRS 
* STORM DAMAGE * VELUX ROOF WINDOWS 

INSURANCE WORK. FULLY INSURED. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED HFi 

24 HOUR SERVICE. 


01635 868646 - 0421 782705 




PATCH 

Introducing a new, all natural and different way 
to lose weight and keep it off. 

The ShapePatch works in the same way as 
nicotine patches. Over a 24 hour period the 
active ingredient, Bladderwrack - a seaweed 
extract, is released into the system. You feel 
fuller quicker so you eat less and so your calorie 
intake is reduced. As a result you force your 
body to use up your stored fat to get it’s daily 
requirement of calories. There is no need for 
special diets, Calorie Counting or exhaustive 
exercise. 

ShapePatch costs £33.50 for 30 patches, 
1 months supply. Buy 3 months supply 
and save £10 

ShapePatch is available from: 

Kestrel Marketing, PO Box 38, Chepstow NP16 7YT 
Phone 01291 630060 


YORK 

CONTRACT 

UPHOLSTERERS 

VARIED SELECTION 
OF D IY FABRICS IN ST OCK 

REPRODUCTION 
FU RNITURE AVAILAB LE 

Specialist upholstery 
for Caravans, Boats, 
Restuarants. 

All domestic work undertaken 
COMPETITIVE PRICES 


6 St. David’s Court, 

Top Station Road, Brackley 

Tel: (01280) 706361 


CHRISTMAS SUPER TROUPERS SHOWCUIPE 

Blazers at Mirage, William St. Windsor, Berks. SL4 IBB 

BLAZERS 2000 61AZERS2000 

FOR BOOKINGS 24HR ANSWER SERVICE 
01753 856222 01491579214 



m GEES MACK 

S DIVA TRIESTE TO 

DIANA ROSS 



| WWTHSBUCX | 
RHINO BAMO 
A DIVA TRIBUTE 10 

WITNEY HOUSTON 

FEAfimiNO VINWTTE COWAN | 

£32.50 INC 


Jj . TUE 19th, 
W'V WED 20th 

NlLL dec 

immmama’ 

A8BA 

MAGIC 

DIRECT FROM SELL OUT UK TCtlff 
& 

“LET ME 

ENTERTAIN YOU” 

THE ROBBIE 
WILLIAMS 
SHOW 

4 fP| FEATURING 
Mv LEEPASHLEY 

j) £30.00 
INC 


THE Bandit 

BEATLES 

& 

TRIBUTE TO 

THE SEX 
BOMB! 

TOM JONES 
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1 

1 

, 

1 1 ather, 

1 

; hear the 
j prayer we 
i offer; not 
! for ease 
that prayer 
! shall be, 
but for 
; strength 
1 that we 

I 

« may ever 
I live our 
! lives 
! coura- 
J geously. 

1 V 

1 

( The Oxford Diocesan Prayer 
Diary is edited by Graham 


| Please cut this section and 
I use it to pray for the needs 
of the Diocese. 

1 Q. 

%m. mm mm mm 


Let us pray to God 
our Father for: 

THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 
Sunday 1 st Farmers and farm 
workers, particularly in the 
countryside near to us; for vil- 
lage stores and supermarkets, 
and all who provide us with 
our daily food. 

Monday 2 n<1 Abingdon 
Deanery. In the working out 
of their deanery plan: for all 
who are engaged in the min- 
istry of Christ’s Church; that 
clergy, chaplains, licensed lay 
ministers/workers, together 
with their faithful laity, may 
truly be Christ’s people and 
do his work. That they may 
look beyond the conditions of 
their own situation and see 
their ministry in partnership 
with others, working as a 
team- For the area dean - 
Leighton Thomas: synod lay 
chairman - Barbara 
McGregor. 

Tuesday 3 rc * Abingdon Team 
Ministry: clergy - Michael 
Goode, Michael Sams, 
Corinne Smith, George Cox, 
Charmian Manship, Peter 
Silva, Martin Lovering, Sally 
Welch, Tim Davis, Peter 
Walker, Simon Walker, 

Stephen Godfrey, Christopher 
Seaman, Pauline Seaman; 
licensed lay ministers - Roger 
Hancox, David Lever, Derek 
Walker, Colin Wood, Barry 
Taylor, Ian Kemp; full time 
youth worker - Charlie 
Lockwood. 

Wednesday 4™ Appleton: 
Besselsleigh with Dry 
Sandford; clergy - Bob 
Penman, John Cooper. 
Thursday 5™ Cumnor, 
Farmoor, Dean Court: clergy 
- Douglas Durand, Linden 
Fletcher; full time youth 
worker - Phillip Doragh; 
licensed lay ministers - Brian 
Dent, Eve Lockett, Terry 
Sharp. 

Friday 6™ Drayton (group 
ministry with Sutton 
Courtenay with Appleford 


and Steventon); clergy - 
Dorothy Derrick, Theresa 
Scott. ■ 

Saturday 7™ Fyfidd with 
Tubney and Kingston 
Bagpuize: clergy - Keith 
Triplow. Kennington: clergy - 
Terry Smith, Tony Johnson. 

THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 
Sunday 8™ The work of our 
church’s missionary societies - 
USPG,CMS and SAMS, and 
for parish links with churches 
overseas. For the diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman: for 
their Bishop Itumeleng 
Moseki and the staff and cler- 
gy of the diocese. 

Monday 9™ Marcham: 
Gafford Chapel; clergy - 
Robin Lapwood. Radley with 
Sunningwell; clergy - Tom 
Gibbons, Tony Rogerson. 
Tuesday 10™ Steventon with 
Milton (group ministry with 
Sutton Courtenay with 
Appleford and Drayton): cler- 
gy - Colin Patching; licensed 
lay minister - Jack Jarvis, 

Tim Budd. 

Wednesday 11™ Sutton 
Courtenay with Appleford 
(group ministry with Drayton 
and Steventon with Milton): 
clergy - Leighton Thomas, 
Katie Jones. 

Thursday 12™ Wootton: clergy 
- John Copper. 

Friday. 13™ Our Archdeacons 
-John Morrison (Oxon) 

David Goldie (Bucks) 

Norman Russell (Berks) 
Saturday 14™ Board of 
Stewardship, Training, 
Evangelism and Ministry: 
Keith Lamdin, Martin Peirce, 
Bob Rhodes, Christine 
Redgrave, Andrew Meynell, 
Hilary Unwin, Jenny Hyson, 
Diane Clutterbuck, Barbara 
Doubtfire, Judi Shepherd, 
Anne Faulkner, Joanna Coney, 
Phillip Tovey, David Haylett, 
Andrew Gear, Beren Hartless, 
Jeni Hobbs, Pauline 
MacKinnon, Yvonne Ryan, 
Valerie Hooley, Lesley Young, 
Kay Slack. 




THE SEVENTEENTH SUN- 
DAY AFTER TRINITY 
World Rural Womens’s Day 
andWeek of Prayer for World 
Peace 

Sunday 15™ 


God of justice , you have 
shared with us your creative 
power to build a world for 
peace and justice. Guide us 
always to work for justice in 
our world , thus enabling us to 
live as brothers and sisters 
endowed with human dignity 
as members of your human 
family. 

Monday 16^ Aston and 
Cuddesdon Deanery: for the 
deanery pastoral committee as 
consultations take place over 



the ensuing months about 
possible pastoral reorganisa- 
tion due to a reduction of 
three stipendiary clergy within 
the deanery called for over the 
next few years. For the area 
dean - John Crowe; synod lay 
chairman - Brian Newey. 
Tuesday 17™ Benson: clergy - 
Andrew Hawken 
Wednesday 18™ LUKE THE 
EVANGELIST. For our hospi- 
tals and hospices. For the 
church’s ministry of healing; 
advisor - Hugh Kent. For our 
doctors and nurses. For hospi- 
tal chaplains; clergy - Martin 

mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm 


Lovering, Julie Green, 
Sebastian Jones, Sarah Sewell, 
Jeff Gosden, David Nash, 
Stephen Bushell, David 
Jackson. 

Thursday 19™ Hospital 
chaplains: clergy - Jeffrey 
Chard, Trevor Walt, Stephen 
Weston, Nicholas Gandy, 
Philip Dallaway, Graham 
Theobald, David Pritchard, 

Lee Rayfield, Nicholas Molony, 
Carol Hough, Roy Cave: 
Capt.Michael Milne (C.A.). 
Friday 20™ Hospital chap- 
lains: clergy - Bernard 
Dagnall, Michael Smith, Bean 
Stevenson, Liz Johnson Oliver 
Howell, James Cocke, Nick 
Fennemore, Stephanie 
Bullock, Victoria Slater, 
Anthony McGowan, Philip 
Sutton, Hedley Feast. 

Saturday 21 st Hospital chap- 
lains: clergy - Elizabeth 
Jackson, Judy Davies, 
Christopher Neal, Lydia 
McClean, Andrew Petit, John 
Salter, Christopher Evans, 
Richard Cheek, Jonathan 
Cruickshank, Derek Nuttall, 
Peter Stanway, Roger 
Stillman. 

THE EIGHTEENTH SUN- 
DAY AFTER TRINITY. One 
World Week 
Sunday 22 n< * 


May God's blessing inspire us: 
to work and to worship as if 
people matter y to speak and to 
serve as if people mattery to 
live and to love as if people 
matter, as much to each of us 
as they do to Jesus. 

Monday 23 r< * Chalgrove: 
Berrick Salome: clergy - Ian 
Cohen; licensed lay minister - 
Robert Heath-Whyte. 

Tuesday 24™ Chinnor with 
Emmington and Sydenham, 
Aston Rowant with Crowell: 
clergy - Charles Draper, Joan 
Devel, Serena Hutton; 
licensed lay ministers - 
Maurice Barkes, David 
Bartlett, David Higgott, 

Dennis Porter. 

Wednesday 25™ Dorchester 
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Area Team Ministry: clergy - 
John Crowe, Myles Godfrey, 
Simon Hill, Jan Hiles, Edward 
Tildesly, Marcus Braybrooke, 
Sue Booys; licensed lay minis- 
ters - Anthony Harman, 
Christine Winter, Alan Miles, 
Roger Cutts, Brian Newey. 
Thursday 26™ Ewelme, 
Brightwell Baldwin and 
Cuxham with Easington: cler- 
gy - Martin Garner; licensed 
lay ministers - John 
Burbridge, George Cannon. 
Friday 27™ Great Milton 
with Little Milton and Great 
Haseley: clergy - Victor Story. 
Saturday 28™ SIMON AND 
JUDE. Thame Valley Team 
Ministry: clergy - Christopher 
Neal, Simon Brignall, David 
Jackson, Ian Adams, Janet 
Hulett, Henry Brierly, Keith 
Weston; lay worker - 
Margaret Brierly; licensed lay 
ministers - Derek Witchell, 
Caroline Baynes, John Wilson 
-Brown, Caroline McKeown, 
Norman Lillley. 

THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY. Bible Sunday 
Sunday 29™ The Bible 
Reading Fellowship and the 
Bible Society; Wycliffe Bible 
Translators and those who are 
at work translating the 
Scriptures into foreign lan- 
guages.and seeking to further 
understanding of them; for the 
work of SPCK. 

Monday 30™ Icknield: 

Britwell Salome, Pyrton and 
Shirbum, Swyncombe, 
Wallington; clergy - 
Christopher Evans, Helen 
Kendrick, Euan Henderson; 
licensed lay minister - Nick 
McLeish. 

Tuesday 31 st Wheatley Team 
Ministry: clergy - John Fuller, 
Angela Butler, John Edmonds- 
Seal, Mark Chapman, Chris 
Taylor, William Brierley, 

Richard Cowles, Mark 
Chapman, Brenda Knight, 
Caroline King; licensed lay min- 
isters; Rodney Dawber, John 
Ingram, Richard Bainbridge, 
Marian Brown, Albert 
Eastham, Margaret Rosenthal. 


Radiator Covers from £65 

We manufacture a wide range of quality MDF 
Radiator Covers to fit any size radiator at 
very competitive prices. 

They are supplied either undecorated, various 
different colours or styles or in a selection of 
stained wood veneers. 

Phone 01280 841212 (mail order) 


COMPUTERS FOR 
THE TERRIFIED! 


Let us help to take away the strain 
COMPUTER COURSES AVAILABLE INCLUDE: 

► Windows 98 ► Word 

► PowerPoint ► Access 

► FrontPage ► Excel 

► Lotus ► Internet 

You may qualify for government funding or discounts 
• Please enquire 


Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced Levels 

START ANYTIME 

Diplomas and Microsoft Accredited Certificates 



BEST 


Computer 

Training 

3 West Bar 
BANBURY 

PHONE NOW!! 
01295 271888 
A Microsoft 
Accredited 
Testing Centre 


R AY NER A SSQ CtATES 

MORTGAGES 


CHOOSE FROM OVER 1000 COMPUTER SOURCED. 
TAILORED TO YOUR INDIVIDUAL CIRCUMSTANCES. 
HIGH INCOME MULTIPLES. LOW INTEREST RATES. 
COUNCIL RIGHT TO BUY. 100% AVAILABLE WITH LEGAL FEES 
ADDED. SELF-EMPLOYED WITH ONE YEAR’S ACCOUNTS 

TEL: FREEPHONE 

0800 389 “7045 

YOt'R HOME IS AT RISK IH YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A 
MORTGAGE OR Oil IER LOAN SECURED ON IT 
Written quouuons ot credit terms on request. A life insurance policy may lie required. 
Representative only of the Legal ik General marketing group, memliers of which arc 
regulated l»y the Personal Investment Authority and IMRO for the purposes of 
recommending, advising on and wiling life assurance Ik investment pmducts hearing 
Legal and General s name 


Insurance backed 
10 yr guarantee 
Premier profiles 
70mm Secura frames 
Internally beaded for 
greater security 
Also uPVC doors, 
french windows and 
patio doors 

* We do the whole job using our own craftsmen 

* We will NOT be beaten on price or quality 

* No hard sell just a friendly, helpful service 

* Free no obligation design and pricing 

* No VAT to pay on windows or conservatories 

* Front door free (with purchases of 7 or more 
windows) 

* Free flooring (ceramic or laminated) with each 
conservatory. 

ENJOY YOUR NEW CONSERVATORY 
THIS YEAR 
TYPICAL EXAMPLE 
9W LEAN-TO CONSERVATORY £4900 
WE MANUFACTURE ALL OUR OWN PRODUCTS 

NEW SHOWROOM OPENING SOON 

FOR DETAILS RING RICHARD ON 

0118 943 1044 



Windows & Conservatories 


BOOKS WANTED 

Hay-on-Wye Booksellers 

antiquarian, secondhand & modem 
books on all subjects, libraries and 
small collections, best prices 
paid in cash. 

Will collect from anywhere. 

14 High Town, Hay-on-Wye, 
Hereford. 

Tel. (01497) 820875 
(01497) 847927 


Are you looking for 
the right Networking 
Programme? 

15% 1st Level 
45% 2nd Level 
Up to 15% to Infinity!! 

Phone for FREE 
Information Pack 
01582 599848 

SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

including personal effects, 
books and full container 
loads. Enquire about our 
special rates for churches, 
charities and students. 
Freight Services 
International Ltd. 
telephone 01332 347478 

{24 hr answerphone) 

or email us at 
fsiltd@aol.com 


On The Net? 

Do you want unlimited 
FREEphone Internet access? 

24 tours a Pay. 365 Pays a year 
Al in cast whatsoever 
Call 020 8387 8244 (recorded message) 

DAVE LITCHFIELD 
0797 7090986 

Qyelltcmieligtiotinall.com 


Agents rot; LI A2IH 



Beautiful hand made invitations with gold 
or silver embossed graphics. Specialising in 

♦ Wedding ♦ Christening ♦ 

and 

♦ Birthday Invitations ♦ 

(also Order of Service & Menus) 

Telephone 0118 9412 623 OK 




% 


Wedding 
and 
Bridesmaid 
Dresses 

Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 
Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 

Large stock available for viewing 
Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at 
Discount Prices 
Telephone 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading 
(0118) 9508959 













14 


THE DOOR : OCTOBER 2000 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 



w tmm 




TRINITY CARE 

caring for the whole person 

Brookfield Christian Care Home 
Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7UY 

66 bed Frail Elderly and Mental Health Home 

Registered General Nurses 
Registered Mental Nurses 
Enrolled Nurses 

We aim to provide “Whole Person Care” 
within a quality environment. 

Can you help us to support the emotional and spiritual 
needs of the residents as well as their 
physical and psychological requirements. 

Contact Wendy Champion, Home Manager 
Telephone 01865 779888 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease. We have qualified and experienced staff, large 
gardens and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, contact: 
GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around 

Near Banbury, 

^ARDLNGTON 0 xon Qxl7 1SD 

Telephone: (01295) 750513 


^OUSE 

NURSING HOME 


NORTH CORNWALL 


Small Christian Home in 
Tintagel, Cornwall 

Set in 27* acres. Magnificent 
view of coast/countryside. 
Double room available for 
couple or friends. No stairs! 
Medical centre, post office and 
shops easy reach. Also respite/ 
holiday. All inclusive start. 
£226 pw per person 
Tel: 01840 770252 


Have your wishes recognised 
and respected ... 


^39^ Wills Legacy &Law Ltd. 

inrVAT ® I ihC VAT ; 


inc VAT 
single 


OFFER 


* Professional advice on a Will designed to 
suit your needs 

* Our FREE Home visits from our 
consultants are the beginning of a secure 
future for your family 

* Reduce the complication with our FREE 
information booklet. 

PHONE 

fg& 0800 634 4470 

jJ?* 

ui w *mirror Wills couples only 

The Makings, Wharf Road, Grantham, NG31 6BH 
Tel. 01476 574100 Fax. 01476 579947 



J CLIENT 
CENTRED 
COUNSELLING 

• Relationship issues • Loss 

• Bereavement • Low self-esteem 

• Depression • Anxiety 

• Racial discrimination 

• Mental health issues 

Sliding Scale of Charges 
Fiona J Cockings 

Tel & Fax 01865 790694 


PREGNANT? WORRIED? 

• Free pregnancy test 

• Someone to talk to 

• Support 

• Accommodation 

• Help after abortion 

2nd Floor, 130 High Street 

OXFORD 01865 202435 

and at Aylesbury, Bracknell, Reading, 
Slough and Wycombe 

caring for women 

Reg. Charity No 274144 


jiuuyii 
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ALAN G. WRIGHT LTD 

Incorporating PAGE & SON 
Monumental Masons & Fireplace Centre, established 1964 

ALL POLISHED DARK GREY GRANITE 
MEMORIAL SUPPLIED AND FITTED WITH 
UP TO 70 CUT AND PAINTED LETTERS 

£395 + £69.12 VAT + fees 

SHOWROOM OPEN 
TUES, WEDS, THURS and SAT 
10 a.m.-to 2 p.m. 

Home visits gladly by appointment 
2 CHANTRY STREET, ANDOVER. 

jfg* Telephone: 
ill 01264 352857 24 hrs 


Help us win the fight 
against cancer ••• 

Tenovus is a leading breast cancer charity 
funding research, counselling and patient care. 
We need volunteers to help run our local 
charity shops. 

If you have a few hours a week to spare, 
please contact Tenovus oil 01222 621433 for 
details. 

11 Whitchurch Road, 
Cardiff CF4 3JN 

Registered Charity No. 

1054015 

Research • Care • Counselling 


TENOVUS 

the cancer charity 



We are looking for loving 
homes for retired greyhound 
dogs and bitches 

If you feel you would be able to 
offer one a caring home, please call Tony on 

( 0114 ) 251 0605 

Registered Charity No 269668 


RETIRED GREYHOUND TRUST 


DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOW ROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.30am TO 4.00pm TEL: 01793 70131.3 

514 CRICKLADE ROAD, (OPP MOONRAKER PUB), SWINDON 


POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 





For a sense of freedom . . . out of doors . 

i — — ' — ] — 

i 



. and around the home 




WALKING AIDS BATH LIFT STAIR LIFTS 

PHONE FOR A FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 

LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 


Opportunities UK Ltd supplies 
temporary staff to small residential 
homes for people with disabilities 


Or 


QpitinitEB 
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ARE YOU A CARING PERSON WHO COULD 
FIND SUCH WORK REWARDING? 

We are an expanding company whose managers have 
considerable experience in the provision of healthcare. 

We have close contacts with many community care 
services in Berkshire. Buckinghamshire. Hampshire and Oxfordshire. 
These have a number of vacancies and we would welcome applications 
from suitably committed individuals who can demonstrate a real interest 
in caring for people with disabilities. Previous experience in this area. 

although an advantage, is not essential. 

We pay competitive rates starting £6 per hour with enhancements for 
night (£7), weekend (£7/£7.50) and bank holiday (£12/£13) work. 

If you are interested, please phone either Emma Harcombe or Philip 
Sealey on 01543 250310 for further information and an application form. 
We are actively working towards equality of opportunity and weclome 
applications from any individual. 


UNWILLING OR UNABLE 
TO TAKE ANTIBIOTICS? 

Colloidal Silver is being promoted as a safe, natural 
alternative. Reports from the USA say it can help 
alleviate Candida, thrush, cold and flu symptoms, 
infections and viruses. 

(It is said to kill off over 650 disease organisms); may 
subdue inflammation and assist healing. 

It’s not a new idea though; positive results with 
Colloidal Silver were published in journals like 
“The Lancet”, in 1914. 

It costs £22.95 for 11ml. 

For further details phone: 020 8657 2144 



Green 
Pastures 
Christian 
Nursing 
Home 

The Hawthorns, Banbury OX16 9FA 

Tel: 01295 279963 

We provide full Nursing Care 
within a Christian environment. 

We are able to offer 
accommodation to elderly people, 
whether they are funded by 
private means, or through Social 
Services. 

Our philosophy is to: 

....Show mercy and compassion to 
one another. Zech 7-9 

Registered Charity No., 297937 


ACE DENTURE CENTRES 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF DENTURE WEARERS 

E sIMMWfm 

• We mate dentures took like real natural teeth at affordable prices 
on the premises 
•FREE CONSULTATION 



appearance 



•Comfortable soft linings 
' Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate lile-lite dentures enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 
Phone fora free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 

For appointments phone 124 hour) 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY THE GEORGE 
BROWN COLLEGE OF DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DES60R0UGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 

01296 421832 

37 CAMBRIDGE STREET, AYLESBURY 
Rear of Marks & Spencers 
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EAST ('BERKSHIRE 

COMMUNITY HEALTH 

NHS TRUST 

OSTEOPOROSIS 

* Leads to fragile bones that break easily 

• It affects I in 4 women over 50 

• Half of women aged 70 would have had a fracture 

• One-third of all hip fractures occur in men 

Are you at risk? 

□ Early menopause 

□ Spells without periods in earlier life 

□ Family members with osteoporosis 

□ Previous fracture 

□ On steroid (cortisone) treatment 

□ Some glandular diseases 

O Spinal deformity or loss of height 

Get yourself checked at 

St Mark's Hospital, Maidenhead 

/ Ultrasonic assessment of bone strength 

✓ Counselling by qualified health professionals 

✓ Medical specialist’s full report and advice to your GP 

£40 (all inclusive) 

« 01753 638509 


Adopting 
a Child 1 


l#r 


information days/evenings - your 
choice of dates, times & venues 

Wed 11th Oct 11.00am, 1.00pm, 3.00pm 
or 6.00pm, Parents And Children 
Together, South Street, Reading, or 

Wed 11th Oct. 7.00pm, St Andrews, 
Hatter’s Lane, High Wycombe, or 

Thurs 26th Oct. 7.30pm, Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford 

Find out the facts for yourself: 

Call Parents And 
Children Together 
on 0800 731 1845 

for details, or for free, 
friendly advice 
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Advertising 


Could you volunteer 
to support HIV 
positive people living 

in your local community? 

For more information please contact 
Justine or Steve at 
Terrence Higgins Trust Oxfordshire, 

43 Pembroke Street, Oxford 0X1 IBP 
Tel: (01865) 243389 

Reg. Charity No. 288527 



Who’ll be sleeping on this Ad tonight? 



How would you like to spend the night sleeping on 
this Ad? Thousands of homeless people do precisely 
that. 

There are reasons for each person, many are mental- 
ly ill. Others have alcohol or drug problems. Some 
simply cannot cope. 

There are no set rules to being homeless. 

That’s where The Passage can help. The Passage is 
more than a Day Centre. It’s home for hundreds of 
‘roofless’ people each day. 

We give them food, clothing and a shower. We can 
offer them Help, Advfce, Counselling, Medical Care 
plus a Job Club are just some of the services 
preparing the way for our resettlement work. 

Yet, we have to rely on your help to continue. 

Every homeless person we help costs an average of 
£5 each day. With many hundreds in our care, it’s a 
thought worth sleeping on. 

Please be generous, send your donation to: Sr 
Bridie Dowd DC, The Passage, Department DO 
03/2000, St Vincent’s, Carlisle Place, London 


SW1P1NL. 


Please send me more information about The Passage 


□ 


Cheques made payable to: The Passage 


Name.... 

Address 


Registered Charity No. 287297 


THE 

PUU» 

Day C.ntr» 
for m* 



gJoP Adoption UK 

P0DI Supporting adoptive families before, 
during and after adoption 


■ Are you an adoptive parent? 

■ Would you enjoy meeting other adopters? 

■ Would you welcome support after adoption? 

■ Are you thinking of adopting a child? 

■ Would you like to talk to other adopters? 

■ Would you appreciate practical, down to earth advice & information 
about adoption? 


If so, contact us & be sure of a friendly & helpful response. 
Adoption UK offers: 

■ Information on adoption services 

■ Contact with other adoptive parents 

■ Local support groups 

■ Postal Library for members 

■ Quarterly Journal 

ADOPTION UK, LOWER BODDINGTON, DAVENTRY, 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE NN11 6YB 

Tel. 01327 260295 Fax. 01327 262565 www.adoptionuk.org.uk 



THE SIMON COMMUNITY 

MISSION OF CARING ON SKIDROW 

Ways of giving 

If you wish to contribute directly to our work, there are a number of ways 
of doing so. Single donations - cash, postal orders or cheque * may be 
sent to the office with the slip below. Alternatively, you may wish to make a 
covenant Gift Aid donation or a bequest. 

If you are not on our mailing list and would like to receive this newsletter 
regularly please complete the slip below and return it to us at the usual 
address. 

Covenants are a commitment by yourself to donate monthly or 
annually for four years, a set amount (chosen by you) and on which we 
can claim back the income tax you paid. The minimum covenant is £20 
per annum. 

In the case of a Deposit Covenant you pay the whole sum initially so that 
we can use it straight away and we gradually claim back the income tax 
you paid on it over four years. The minimum Deposit Covenant is £80. 

Gift Aid donations are one off donations of £250 or more from an individ- 
ual or a oompany on which we can reclaim the tax from the Inland 
Revenue. 


You may also leave money to the Simon Community as a bequest in you 
will. This can either either be as part of a new w»l or as a codicil (addition) 
to an existing one. 

Please find enclosed £5 □ £10 O £20 □ £500 £. . . . as a donation 
Please add me to your mailing list □ 

Please change my address on the database □ 

Please add my friend to the da^base □ 

Please send me: ordinary Covenant □ 

Deposit covenant □ 

Form of .word for a bequest □ 

Gift Aid Form Individual/Company □ 


Name 

Address . ., ...|7. 


Postcode 

Please tick if an acknowledgement is required □ 

Please make cheques and postal orders payable to THE SIMON 

COMMUNITY and send to: The Simon Community SS80 

PO Box 1187 London NW5 4HW 

© Copyright of the Simon community 1999 

Written and published by The Simon Community. Reg charity No 283938 


foster 


carers make a difference ... 

... have you got what it takes? 

First for Fostering is a non-profit making organisation working 
closely with all local authorities. 

We recruit people who show they have potential to provide 
children/young people with strong sensitive nurturing care. 

As part of our commitment to all foster carers we offer ongoing 
training and are on hand 365 days a year to give you all the 
professional support you need. 

Children need foster homes for all sorts of reasons, could you 
care for a child or teenager who needs a loving home? 


irst 

►or 

ostering 



01296 

425675 
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HOVE 

LUXURY 

SEATRONT HOTEL 


Limited vacancies for long- 
term residents or holiday 
breaks. 

Beautiful bar and restaurant 
with panoramic sea views. 
Bridge, Piano, Bowls opposite. 

Doctors Surgery on premises 

Tel: 0973 831251 
or 01273 327514 

for detoils 


Anne 

Havercrofi 

SCHOOLS 
APPOINTMENT 
SERVICE 
URGENT! BOARDING 
SCHOOLS REQUIRE: 

* ASSISTANT/HOUSE 
MATRONS * 

* SENIOR MATRONS * and 
‘RESIDENTIAL NURSES * 

Don't Delay - Phone Today! 

Phone: 

01494 863027 

23 Peters Close, Prestwood, 
Bucks HP16 9ET 



Stairlifts at affordable prices 

SafeHne 


★ New & Reconditioned 

* Straight & curved FREEPHONE 

* Fully Guaranteed 

★ Unwanted stairlifts bought 


© 0800 073 



Private and Confidential 

Counselling 

Stress - Depression - Anxiety - Panic Attacks 
- Health Issues - Weight Control - Smoking 
- Bereavement - Fears - Phobias - Childhood Issues 

Serenna Davies 

01865 883534 

Appointments Daytime - Evenings - Saturday am 


THE COOKHAM RIVERSIDE 

Residential Nursing Home 

Situated on the banks of the River Thames, The Cookham 
Riverside complements its stunning location by providing the 
highest standards of care and attention in comfortable and 
relaxed surroundings. 

• All single rooms • Activities programme 
• Long and short term care available 
For further information, or an appointment 
to view please contact: 

Miss P. Hadley, Matron on TeL 01628-810557 

Berries Road, Cookham, Berks SL6 9SD 


DENTURES 


Telephone now for a free consultation or to 
receive our free information pack . 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

DENTURE WORLD 

NEW MILTON TEL. 01425 612200 

22 Old Milton Road, New Milton, Hants 

© Free consultations 

© Look younger with our special padding techniques 

© With over 25 years’ experience in the cosmetic art of 
denture construction and qualified to Canadian and 
International Denturist standards, talk to the people who 
personally make your dentures for you. 

© With the largest, most comprehensive range of teeth 
available and using the latest injection moulding 
technology we can provide the most natural looking, 
perfect fitting dentures. 

© We are Clinical Denial Technicians and nol Dentists. 


OEM 
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Help for the ELDERLY 
and DISABLED people 
in Oxford City 

• Community alarm scheme 

• 24 hour help on call - 365 days 

a year • 

• Safety, security and independence 

• Fully trained, friendly staff 

• Local control centre 

For further details telephone 
Oxford City Council Control 
Centre on Oxford 

( 01865 ) 742138 



R FREE personal survey (No obligation) 

» New or reconditioned straight and curved stairlifts 
I Servicing and maintenance 
tW. purchase unwanted stairlifts 
R Branches nationwide 
R Mains or battery powered 
» Local AUTHORITY APPROVED 



WE ALSO STOCK! 

• Scooters 

• Wheelchairs 

• Riser Redlnsr Chairs 

• Bath Lifts 

TOP QUALITY 
REASONABLE PRICES f 

Approved suppliers for: 

■w— . RSS 

,af« kiso.x 



DISABLED? WANT A BETTER 
QUALITY OF LIFE? GOT A 
PROBLEM? THEN POP INTO 
EQUALS’ OR RING 01242 237292 


So what happens at ‘EQUALS’ 

• Fully accessible coffee shop run by disabled 
people • Internet cafe • Goods for sale made by 
disabled people • Advice and information centre • 
Accessible transport available • Meeting place for 
disability action Cheltenham, THE organisation 
for disabled people. 


EQUALS 


287 High Street, Cheltenham 
01242 237292 


HIGH WYCOMBE 

For FREE loan of battery scooters, 
manual and power wheelchairs 
Open Monday to Saturday 



PHONE: 01494 472277 

also at 

Court Gardens, Marlow 
PHONE: 01628 405218 



<ZX 


MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
CHRISTIAN CARE 

From Roofing to Gardening 
For all your maintenance needs. 

- No job too small - 

Tel: 01993 704297 
Mobile: 07715 939661 


/. BETTER PAVING BY:* A 

^TRADITIONAL^ 

S PAVING LTD > 

Pattern Imprinted Concrete 

Many Colours and Patterns 
to Choose from 

For: 

Driveways, 

Patios, 

Car Parks, 

& Paths 

Weed free. 

See our display In the 
Wyvale Garden Centre 

For a free no obligation quotation 

Tel 01367 242848 





www.virginbiz.com/tradpav 



Opening Soon 


Hillside Nursing Home 
& 

Trinity Court 
Apartments 
Bicester Road, 
Aylesbury 

& 


TRINITY CARE 

caring for the whole person 



There will be a Pre- 
opening Presentation 
Evening at the 
Aylesbury Methodist 
Church and Centre, 
Buckingham Street, 
Aylesbury on Monday 9 
October 2000 at 7.30pm. 
All are welcome to come 
and hear about the work of 
Trinity Care and the plans 
for the new home and 
independent assisted living 
apartments. 

For more information 
about these or for 
employment 
opportunities, 
phone 0115 945 5485. 

Purpose built quality 
accommodation providing 
whole person care for older 
people. 
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Abcell Communications 


EMMAUS BIBLE SCHOOL U.K. 


92 Different Correspondence Courses for all the family 
Send for your FREE sample course. 

Children 


Begin with the Bible 
Teenagers 

Searching in the Bible 
Adults 

What the Bible Teaches 


Normal Price 
£2.15 


Normal Price 
£2.95 


FREE 


FREE 


Normal Price 
£2.05 

Send for catalogue and further details. 


Carlett Boulevard, Eastham, Wirral CH62 8BZ 
Tel: 0151 327 1172 Fax: 0151 327 1592 

Web: http://www.kingsnet.org.uk/emmaus 
Email: emmaus@kmgsnet.org.uk 

Reg Chanty No 267322 



TO SELL - 
A GREAT PUCE 
TO SHOP 


1-3 MALTHOUSE WALK, 
BANBURY 0X16 8PW 

(in the alleyway beside Littlewoods) 


01295 270222 


Wishes the appeal 
the very best! 


NEW TYRES 
SAVE LIVES 

Sutton 

Courtenay 

Tyres 

144 High Street 

Tel. 01 235 
848240 

Wishes the appeal 
all the very best 


Birdland 

Parks & Gardens 

Rissington Road, 
Bourton-on-the-Water, 
Gloucestershire 

Telephone: 

01451 820 480 

Are pleased to 
support the 
campaign 



The London Fertility Centre 

112a Harley Street, London 
WIN 1AF 

0171 224 2766 

quoting reference number O.N. 9999 
All reasonable expenses covered 




MeHMe&cfjl 

Your local property partner on the internet 

We can save 
you hundreds 
of £££ s 


Sell your house for as 
little as £25.00 

www.inter-homes.co.uk 


G. HILL & SONS 


Road construction 
& surfacing, 
driveway 
& forecourt 
surfacing 

Approved 

contractors ijB 
to local authority 

FREE ESTIMATES Hi 


Tel: 01993 775568 
(mobile) 0860 
531958/0860 386352 
Fax: 01993 778848 


' NEW N 
CORONET 
BINGO 
CLUB 

The Broadway Didcot 

Big Fun, 
Big Prizes 

TeL 01235 812038 

for information J 


Tel: 08707 414272 > 


- 


KfiRTING 

OXFORD 

Oxford 

Stadium, 

Cowley, 

Oxford. 

Wishes the 
appeal all the 
very best! 


Wanted. 

Foster Carers for Difficult to 
Place Teenagers 

• Do you have experience and skills with teenagers? Do you 
like a challenge and have commitment to quality fostering? 

• Can you work as part of a professional team* Have you a 

sense of humour 

This Scheme Offers 

• 24 hour support • Monthly respite • 4 weeks paid respite 
per year • A good support network • Quality supervision 

• £280 approx per week, plus fostering allowance for 
young person. 

If you are interested and would like further information 
please contact Joyce Masson, Project Leader, or Jeanette 
Carroll, Project Worker, on (01242) 227446 



GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


5?* COUNTY 


COUNCIL 


MICK JAKEMAN TEL. (01295) 710739 
Roofing • Building 


NOW STOCKING WIDE RANGE OF: NEW ROOFING TILES • REDLAND 
MARLEY • SLATES • FELT • BATTENS • NAILS • LEAD • BRICKS • 
CEMENT • SAND • BALLAST • TYPE 1 ROADSTONE • HARDCORE • 
WASHED SHINGLE • PEA SHINGLE * TIMBERS • PAVING SLABS • 
STONE CHIPPINGS • FLAGSTONES 
FREE DELIVERY WITHIN 10 MILE RADIUS OF BANBURY. 

COME IN AND SEE US Unit 4, The Courtyard, Warkworth, Banbury, Oxon 
Wishes the appeal the very best. 


WANTED 

■I^WAII types of cars, commercial 
vehicles, vans, lorries, 
4WD’s etc. 

Private/company/fleet disposal. 
Regardless of mileage and condition. 
Anything considered, old or new. 

Top cash paid up to £25,000. 

Distance no object. 

Tel: 01344 841172 
Mobile 0777 6096565 refCH 



Oxford Allergy Centre is a small 
private clinic holding clinics once a 
Week in Oxford at the Actand 
Nuffield Hospital . 

The clinic covers alt types of attergy including hay feVer, 
eczema , asthma, food intolerance and dermatitis. 

The clinic has a special interest in 
WRITABLE BOWEL SYNDROME 
which is no tong a condition you hade to (earn to tide With 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT 
THE SECRETARY/ ON 

01295 720329 

Alt procedures and treatments are medically approved. 


WARGRAVE 
CAR COMPANY 


* 


Servicing & Repairs 
All makes & models 

• MoT Test centre 
Car Valeting 

• Friendly personal service 
Your Local Village Garage 

ARE PLEASED TO SUPPORT THE APPEAL 


0118 940 2206 


CY 

Finishes 

Stove Enamelling 
and Powder 
Coating 

Contact 

01635 43860 

4 Arnhem Road, 
Newbury, Berks. 


ABINGDON 
TOWN COUNCIL 



Stratton Lodge 
52 Bath Street 
Abingdon, 0X14 3QH 
Telephone: 
01235 522642 
Facsimile: 

01235 533112 
Wishes the appeal 
the best 


The 

While Hart 


We are pleased to 
support 

Christmas Bookings 
now being taken. 

Burford Road, 
Minster Lovell, 
Witney 

Tel. 01993 775255 


Swindon 

Markets 

Wishes the 
appeal the 
very best 


M.L.S. Builders 


Offer a full range of 
services including: 

■ Brickwork ■ Stonework ■ Roofing 
■ Joinery ■ Plastering ■ Drives ■ Patios 
■ Drainage ■ Footings ■ Landscaping 
■ Fencing 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 
INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN 
FREE ESTIMATES SPECIAL RATES FOR OAPs 
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL 
FORA FAST SERVICE PLEASE TELEPHONE 

01295 256164 

MOBILE 03780 65917 


OVERWEIGHT 

Ever wished they’d 
invent a pill to lose 
weight? 

They did - It’s fantastic! 
FREE SAMPLE 
No obligation 
AGENT 
REQUIRED 
Call before 9.00pm 

01535 644860 


Hands Free Car Kits 


Specialist Installers of Mobile Phone 
Hands Free Car Kits & Accessories 
All leading makes of 
Mobile Phones catered 
for, plus a range of 
installation accessories to 
give you the safest way 
of using a mobile phone 
whilst on the move. 


Nokia 

Ericsson 

Panasonic 

Motorola 

Siemens 


Leather Consoles 
Radio Mute Kits 
Servicing/Repair 

Tele: 07836 777000 Fax: 0118 988 6275 

www.abcellcom.co.uk 


WKF 

PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 

All aspects of: 

✓ Plumbing 

✓ Carpentry 

✓ Electrical work 

For free quotations 
and 24 hr service 
phone 

01635 874691 
or 07970 393518 


r 



WHY WAIT ANY 
LONGER? 

If your guttering, fascias 
and bargeboards need 
replacing, we can replace 
them now with our 
maintenance free products 
and ensure that your 
property will be well 
protected before winter 
returns. 

7 Guttering, soffit and fascia specialists 
/ Local company with over 
/ 5 years experience 

/ Quality products fitted with care by our 
own craftsmen 

/ 10 year insurance backed guarantee 

/ Phone always manned 

Call now for a FREE survey and quotation 

0118 945 5511 

Apex Roof line Plastics 



Ipac Printer Consumables 


INK JETS LASER CARTRIDGES TONERS 
RIBBONS REFILLS SPECIAL PAPERS 

We supply the following range: 

Canon - Epson - Hewlett Packad - Xerox - Lexmark 
Olivetti - Apple - Brother - Samsung - Panasonic - Nec 
Oki and many more 

IPAC specialise in LOW COST printing solutions 
•.EPSON COMPATIBLES: 400/440/500/600/640/700/740/70 
Black: £6.00 Colour: £10.00 
HEWLETT PACKARD RE-MAN: 

51 633 M/ 51426A/ 51525A £15.95 
CANON COMPATIBLES start at £3.75 
OLIVETTI 311.95 LEXMARK £17.95 
THESE ARE DELIVERED PRICES INCLUDING V.A.T.H! 
Yours not listed? Call for best price 
We also stock many PHOTO QUALITY PAPERS & REFILL KITS 


PHONE FAX for PRICE LIST NEXT DAY DELIVERY 


Tel/Fax: 01202 565599 email: tssales@ipac.co 


JOINT PROBLEMS SOLVED NATURALLY 

I am a former World and European Master Powerlifting Champion and team 
manager to the Great Britain Powerlifting team. 

In March last year I injured my knee training for the British Masters 
Championships. I then spent the next four months having physiotherapy 
treatment twice per week, but my knee was just not getting better, so my 
physiotherapist referred me to a surgeon for an operation to relieve the 
pain. I’ve been on the waiting list for the last twelve months. 

Then about six weeks ago someone introduced me to a micro-colloidal 
mineral solution and a powerful antioxidant. After about a week of using 
these products I noticed my recovery after training has improved. I’ve now 
increased my training from three to four times per week, my poundage and 
repetitions have also increased, most importantly, unable to train my legs 
for over 18 months and during most of that time found it very difficult to 
walk, I am now training my legs twice per week and getting no after effect. 
If my progress continues I would hope to compete again next year, 
something I did not think possible. 

I would recommend these products to every sportsman and woman wishing 
to improve their performance. Many thanks to Alec. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ralph Farquharson 
Great Britain Team Manager. 

If you suffer from joint pain, low energy etc, and if you would like 
to know more, please call Alec at Bodywise on 01562 742921 . 
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£395 

Arizona Gothic, double bedstead 




cam tmvicit 


We require experienced 

CARERS 

to join our rapidly expanding 
organisation. 

See the benefits: 

♦ Excellent rates of pay ♦ Flexible hours 
♦ Varied work ♦ Uniform supplied 

♦ Training given ♦ Promotion prospects 

Interested? 

Call Neil or Kaye on: 

01865 712223 


FOR PEOPLE WHO TAKE THE CHURCH SERIOUSLY 


For a FREE colour brochure 
of our 

bedsteads & accessories 


Telephone 
0115 966 3111 


MARY KAY 

America's best selling brand 
is at your doorstep 

Time for a change in the comfort of your own home. 
Jace to face beauty advice. ( Mahe up techniques, 
i By a professional beauty consultant. 

For a complimentary facial please 
call Connie Jane on 01628 665992 


foster 


carers make a difference ... 

... have you got what it takes? 

First for Fostering is a non-profit making organisation working closely with all 
local authorities. 

We recruit people who show they have potential to provide children/young 
strong sensitive nurturing care. 

As part of our commitment to all foster carers we offer ongoing training and 
are on hand 365 days a year to give you all the professional support you 
need. 

Children need foster homes for all sorts of reasons, could you care for a 
child or teenager who needs a loving home? 

01296 

425675 T^" 9 


FRANCHISE 

Personal Gospel Evangelism to your friends. 

Millennium Christian Greetings Book 
“Just For You Today” 

Ideal for Birthdays, Anniversaries, Celebrations, 
Festivals, Christmas and New Year. 

Inspired helpful readings for each day. 

With Bible text and author’s comments. 

Over 60 pages in each copy of this lovely 
produced book. 

Series of 3 books 1 , 2 and 3 . 

You sell 6 Book 1 for <£30 

You sell 6 Book 2 for £24 

You sell 6 Book 3 for £24 

£78 

Your profit cash discount £28 

Your total outlay £50 to send for 1 8 books 

Apply now to Mr NORMAN FEARON, 

Tel. 01284 386083 
8 Bradfield Hall, 

Bury St Edmunds IP30 0LR. 


Why do all the work? 

Sit back and let H.I.A. 
Carpentry and Joinery 
do it for you. 

All domestic carpentry and joinery, 
made to your own requirements 
or standard. Repair or new. 

Phone: 0118 9665497 
Mobile: 0411 947312 


Designers & Makers of Fine Furniture 

CUSTOM MADE FURNITURE 


Individually designed to compliment any environment. 

• Domestic 

• Offices 

• Boardrooms oit 

• Contract 

Free quotations for one-off commissions or complete schemes 

Regal Way, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 7BX 
01367 242264 


www.churchtimes.co.uk 


Available weekly from your newsagent or by post from our subscription department. 
Find out why tens of thousands of churchgoers take the Church Times each week. 
Clip the coupon or phone 0 1 502 711171 for your FREE copy. 

Send to Church Times, FREEPOST LON 6705, London N1 OBR 


CHURCH TIMES 


O 

interiors direct 

uk 


QUarren lobge Care JSjome 

Warren Lane, Finchampstead, Berkshire RG40 4HR 
Tel. 0118 9 734576 & 9 733989 Fax 0118 9 730496 

WANTED URGENTLY 

Weekend Care Workers to work in Finchampstead Residential Home. 
Must be 18 or over. Good rates of pay with enhanced pay 
weekends & evenings. 

Please apply to the Manager for an application form 
on 01189 734576 


— S B S — 
Demolition 
Ltd. 

Dismantling & Demolition 
• No job too large • 

No job too small 

Telephone: 01865 358960 
Fax: 01865 358962 


Please send me my FREE sample copy of Church Times 

Title Initials Name 

Address 

Postcode 


B20XF2 


Weight Loss 
Made 
Simple!! 

30 DAY MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE 
Free Friendly Advice 
Full Customer Support 
Call: CAROL 
or MARK on 
0118 981 1775 

www.herbalife4us.com 


WINDOWS • DOORS 
CONSERVATORIES 

34.BINFIELD ROAD 
BRACKNELL, BERKS 
RG42 2AJ 

Bracknell & surrounding 
areas covered. 
PHONE/FAX 01344 457536 
MOBILE: 0421 517645 


ARE YOU WORRIED ABOUT 
OSTEOPOROSIS? 

Osteoporosis is a silent disease 
Frequently the first indication of the condition is a broken bone. 
Women are the most at risk group. Statistics show that l in 3 
women suffer from the condition after the menopause. 

Men are also affected, l in 12 are thought to have osteoporosis. 
Many postmenopausal women start to lose bone density, but 
action at this time can slow down or prevent further 
deterioration. 

It is possible to reduce the risk of osteoporosis 
by diet and exercise. 

HRT is beneficial in some cases. 

The condition of your bones can easily be assessed. 

THIS CAN BE DONE BY HAVING A 
BONE DENSITY SCAN 

Oxford Clinical Studies Centre can provide a scan for £40 or £80 
You will need a referral letter signed by your GP 
WAITING TIME LESS THAN A MONTH 
For further information please ring Kerry at: 

Bono Densitometry Clinic 
Oxford Clinical Studios centre on 01865 516761 


<3 
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Time of your life 


Taize - happiness through basic living 

Anne Ishikawa, age 19 tells of her experience on the Diocesan Youth Pilgrimage to Taize in August (pictured below) 



Ann’s Apple Amber 


TAIZE was founded by Br. 
Roger. His thinking was to 
have a community of healing 
via reconciliation. He arrived 
in the French village in 1940 
and ever since the communi- 
ty and the number of people 
visiting has grown. 

Humbling experience 

To see the way the brothers 
live their life during a visit is 
a very humbling experience. 
The community live with 
only the basics. They are not 
allowed to keep their inheri- 
tance, everything has to be 
given away to the poor. The 
one word to describe Taize 
is basic. But it is very hum- 
bling to live and survive on 
the basics. 

We all met at Church House 
and had a lovely commis- 
sioning service at St 
Lawrence’s, North Hinksey 
a small local church near by, 


at which we received a 
wooden cross as a symbol of 
our pilgrimage. On arrival 
at Taize it was a battle 
against time to put our tents 
up before the storms set in 
(we were told it storms 
every Sunday, and sure 
enough it did!) 

The first few days felt a bit 
slow, but once we were 
divided into our small 
groups and did some Bible 
studies it soon picked up. 
They had various groups 
with differing amounts of 
teaching and we all were 
given a job to do in the com- 
pound. I had the glorious 
job of telling people to be 
quiet before the first prayer 
of the day (which wasn’t 
exactly hard!) 

Daily routine 

The day routine revolved 
around the prayer times, 


studying the Bible and a 
time for socialising in an 
international way. Taize is a 
place of unity it did not mat- 
ter what language we spoke 
or what denomination we 
were from. 

Spiritually it was a time of 
growing closer to God and 
for making some decisions 


about my life. I had been 
praying for direction for a 
long time, but God gave me 
more questions rather than 
answers! 

All that Bishop Dominic 
said to us wonderfully com- 
plemented what I learnt 
from the Brothers. I felt 
very privileged to be part of 


the congregation when one 
of the brothers took his life 
vows. On occasions like 
these it makes me very 
happy to be Christian. 

I can highly recommend 
Taize which showed us 
what our faith should be 
like, and taught us that dif- 
ferent denominational 
names and languages need 
not be barriers to a real 
faith revival. Thank you to 
Sheila, Richard, Andrew 
and Bishop Dominic who 
quoted a Chinese proverb 
which summed up our visit: 
‘Happiness is like a butter- 
fly, the more you chase it the 
more it eludes you but if 
you just get on with the 
ordinary things, it will land 
on your shoulders.’ 

Taizg 2000 was for anyone 
between 16 and 25 years of 
age, from the 19 to 28 August. 
It was led by Bishop of 
Reading, Dominic Walker and 
organised by Andrew Gear 
(Diocesan Youth Advisor), the 
Revd Richard Hancock and 
the Revd Sheila Nunn. 

For more information con- 
tact Andrew Gear on 
01865 208253 or youthoffi- 
cer@oxford.anglican.org. Or 
why not visit the Taize web- 
site on www.taizi.fr 


by cookery writer, Ann Way 

After morning church service 
we usually make Sunday a day 
for family ^gatherings so as 
soon as I return from church, 
the oven goes on and I get 
busy. A favourite pudding at 
this time of year using 
Autumn fruits is one I made 
up for them called ‘Ann’s 
Autumn Amber’! This is 
enough for four to five people. 

You will need 

2 fluid ozs water 
4 large slices wholemeal bread 
2 conference or similar hard 
type pears 

2 large cooking apples 
2 tablespoons of golden syrup 
1 lemon & rind finely grated 
1 large orange & half rind 
4 oz butter or margarine 
1 level teaspoon cinnamon 
powder 

1 dessert spoon demerara sugar 



Method 

Crumble the wholemeal bread 
finely. Melt the butter or mar- 
garine. This can be low fat marg 
or butter substitute if preferred. 
Add the bread to the melted fat 
and stir in the soft brown sugar 
and the cinnamon powder. Set 
to one side. 

Peel and core the apples and 
the pears and cut into pieces 
about one inch large. Place in a 
saucepan with the lemon juice, 
orange juice and grated rinds. 
Stir in the water and the gold- 
en syrup. Bring to the boil and 
then turn down the heat and 
simmer gently until the fruit 
has softened and the liquid has 
reduced to a slightly sticky 
syrup consistency. Tip the fruit 
and juice into an oven proof 
dish and cover with the bread 
mixture. Sprinkle the top of the 
pudding with the demerara 
sugar, then cook in a medium 
oven until the topping is nice 
and crispy. Lovely served with 
custard, yoghurt and creme 
fraiche goes well with it too. 


v 1—7 

63 Don;e.c COUinS 


Qne ex u/idow of 

of 6-llsKkf* pEllOOa 
PKopKeh Ccxrv>e +o hn 



T^e.r\ -Sbe ra»N to fiVxdL 0i'sY*x 
to ten uiKa.f hook 

K opPg~Ae. ok . . . Kg. 

/$o setk th«. olw-e. ot I 
cxr\ck off Voowf 

•fhtr-t will be tir'C^Vs 
r«orM ej -V" ov * i -to 

Support you ay\cL 




BERKSH1RE GUIDE ASSOCIATION 
THIRTOVER PLACE, COLD ASH, NR. 
NEWBURY 


The large house is available during the week for 
Conferences, Meetings, Quiet Days, Music Groups etc. 
Accommodation includes a Lounge, a fully equipped 
kitchen, a dining room with seating for 36, an activity 
room, a first aid room and two downstairs toilets. There 
are five bedrooms and two. shower/toilets upstairs, if 
groups wish to stay overnight. 

The whole house is centrally heated. The 7 acre 
grounds include a Pond and an Outdoor Chapel area. 

Details from: Mrs R. Boswell, Highacre, 
Henwick Manor Farm, Henwick, Thatcham, 
Berkshire RG18 9HR. Tel. 01635 865816 


PILGRIM 
HALL 


* Comfortable & well equipped 
conference facilities for up to 130|^ 

* Heated outdoor swimming pool 

* 12 acre private estate 

* Area of natural beauty 

* Magnificent old country house 

* Excellent food 


Pilgrim Hall has an excellent reputation as a first class 
conference centre. 

Come for a day, a weekend or a week. 

Or why not arrange a cream tea or special dinner for groups 
of 15 or over? 

i We also run our own holidays to enable individuals to enjoy J 
the peace and tranquility here at Pilgrim Hall. 

Our 2001 diary of events is now available. 

For your FREE copy or to discuss your requirements: 

01825 840295 

Pilgrim Hall Christian Hotel & 

Conference Centre, Easons Green, 

Tc 'Id, East Sussex TN22 5RE^ 

01825 84001 7 E-Mail: pilghall@aol.conj 
w.pUgrimh all.com 




Light Up Your Life! 


2 • Do you lose energy in winter? 

• Are you depressed and stressed? 

• Crave carbohydrates and just want to hibernate? 

• Do you lose all interest in socialising and sex? 

These are just seme of the symptoms of Seasonal Affective Disorder (SJLD.) 

1 Effective in up to 95% of cases, without drugs 
• Used in major NHS centers and 28 countries worldwide 
Longest established, medically approved, lightbox manufacturer 

With our moaey hack guarantee yea hove luthnj to lose by tiyiag light 
therapy- Cell SAP, lightbox Co Ltd. Tel: 01494 448727 


Gopack advanced Stacking 
chairs beige, very good condition 
45 available £200 
Phone 01367810258 

(near Faringdon, Oxon) 

35 Upholstered 
Cantilever Chairs 

beige/brown tweed, very comfortable 

£18 each or £580 the lot 
Phone 01367810258 

(near Faringdon, Oxon) 


OLD ALRESFORD PLACE 


Winchester Diocesan Retreat, Conference & Training Centre 
Alresford, Hampshire S024 9DH 
ALL ENQUIRIES TO THE WARDEN 01962 732518 

e-mail old.alresford.place@diaLpipex.com 



14 Place to Be' 


ANGELA ASHWIN 

A Silent Retreat • 

^Spirituality and Worship-making connections’ 
November 28 - 1 December 

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL’ 

A Retreat for advent conducted by 


HE COMES BOTH CHILD AND 
JUDGE’ 

A quiet day in preparation for Christ’s coming at 
Christmas with Alison Halliwell 
Tuesday 19 December 9.45 - 4pm 

LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES ' 
EXCELLING’ 


Brother John-Francis SSF 
4 - 8 December 

CIRCLE OF JOY 

A Circle Dance Workshop 
with Sr. Anne Davey 
Saturday 16 December 9.30 ■ 


A Retreat for the New Year with Bishop Leslie 

Lloyd-Rees 

2 - 4 January' 2001 

DREAMS AND NEW LIFE 

A Dreams’ workshop/rctreat with 
Sr. Madeleine O’Callaghan 
4.30 19 - 22 February 2001 

Registered Charity No 1065509 


The Charity exists for Spiritual refreshment and Learning. 


£ 400-600 

PER MONTH 
P/T flexi hours 
deliveripg/collecting 
catalogues 
3 leaders also 
required 

0239 2613034 


^ CHERRY TREE NURSING HOME 

WE CARE FOR OUR ELDERLY COMMUNITY UNABLE 
TO STAY IN THEIR OWN HOMES 
and need YOU to join our team..We are looking for 

REGISTERED GENERAL NURSES 
CARE ASSISTANTS, CLEANERS, GENERAL ASSISTANTS 




to make beds, give out teas, meals etc. Hours to suit from part to 
full-time days and nights. Please ring to find out more from 
Sister in Charge Princes Risborough 01844 346259 
Own transport essential as not on bus route. 


St Michael and All Angels, Amersham 


CHILDREN’S AND 
FAMILY WORKER 

DO YOU HAVE A GIFT FOR 
WORKING WITH FAMILIES? 

OPEN AND INCLUSIVE CHURCH SEEKS LIVELY AND 
CREATIVE PERSON TO DEVELOP AND EXTEND WORK 
WITH FAMILIES AND YOUNG CHILDREN 

Salary £14,000/£17,000 according to qualifications and 
experience - no accommodation. 

Full-time post 37-5 hours a week commencing January 2001 
Closing date for applications 25 October. Interviews 4 November. 
Details from: 

St Michael’s Church Office, 

70 Sycamore Road, Amersham, Bucks HP6 5DR 
Telephone 01494 726680 

Website www.oxford.angiican.org/parishes/amershamonthehill 


, ./ 








Three books on healing reviewed by Ann Lee 

AT FIRST SIGHT it might seem that books I have reviewed make 
unlikely bedfellows. But this issue of The DOOR has a feature 
on the Church’s Ministry of Healing and each of these books has 
at its centre issues of healing and wholeness. The good news of 
Jesus Christ is, by definition, psychologically healthy; unfortu- 
nately our churches, where we attempt to proclaim that Gospel, 
do not always live up to this. Churches are, of course, made up 
of people to a greater or lesser extent, walking wounded. After all, 
the good news of Jesus is that he came for the poor, the lame, the 
blind and the prisoner, to offer us healing and freedom. 

Ann Lee is an academic psychologist She lives in Oxford where she is 
currently tvorking on the psychology of religion. 


Cry from a wounded heart 


MANY of us have been pro- 
foundly helped in our journey 
of faith by Henri Nouwen, 
one of the most prolific 
Christian writers of the late 
20th century. This books sets 
Nou wen’s life in context, but 
Ford is at pains to point out 
that it is not a biography, but 
an ‘exploration of (his) person 
as a wounded prophet for our 
time’ (page 10). We find in this 
book a charismatic, maverick, 
compassionate, wounded 
Roman Catholic priest more 
able to communicate the faith 
than to live it. But it is this 
very woundedness that was 
the most powerful tool 
Nouwen possessed which 
enabled him to share in the 
lives of so many people and to 
bring the profound, healing 
love of Jesus to a vast audience 
through his writing. 

The book is divided into three 
sections: Heart, Mind and 
Body. I was touched most 
deeply by the first section 
which aims to present the 
important themes of 
Nou wen’s life by exploring the 
many roles he played and the 
difficulties he faced rather than 
by looking at his life as a series 
of chronological events. I found 
in these pages a man with a 
deep desire to share his under- 


WOUNDED 

biu'ixirT 

WOUNDED 


PROPHET 


MICHAEL FORD 


1 DART0N LONGMAN 


& TODD £9.95 


standing of the Gospel, the 
good news of Jesus, but whose 
own wounds often prevented 
him from living it. I suppose 
this is why so many of us from 
a wide variety of Christian tra- 
ditions have found Nouwen’s 
writings so important in our 
own journey of faith and heal- 
ing because we recognised in 
them the implicit cries from 
Nouwen’s own heart. The sec- 
ond two sections use a more 
recognisable biographical for- 
mat and look at Nouwen’s life 
chronologically from his early 
days at home in Holland, via 
his seminary to his life in 
American academia, Latin 
America and with L’ Arche. I 
strongly recommend anyone 
who has been profoundly 
touched by Henri Nouwen to 
read this book because here 
we find somebody not on a 
pedestal, but a man we can 
easily identify with who had 
the same struggles we have in 
his attempt to live out the faith 
in a broken world. 



Exhibition goes full circle 

The paintings of Ernesto Lozada- 
Uzuriaga will be on display at the 
Ark-T Gallery Crowell Rd, Cowley 
Oxford from 9 to 18 October in an 
exhibition called 'Full Circle'. Open 
on Mondays/Tuesdays 12-2pm, 
Wednesdays 10-4pm, Saturdays 
10- noon. Website www.ark-t.org 



'Her sins which were many 
Luke 7 V36-50', a window in 
St Mary Magdalene's church 
( Latimer, Buckinghamshire. 


DAVID CUDD of Stoke 
Poges, the photographer of 
the stained glass window 
above writes: ‘I am taking 
photographs of stained and 
painted glass windows from 
one hundred churches, in 
and around the Oxford 
Diocese. I will be placing 
the photographs of the 
churches and their windows 
into a book which I am 
putting together.’ 

Years ago, he says, stained 
glass windows were put 
into churches for the benefit 
of those who could not read 
or write so that the scene 
depicted in the window 
would help people to under- 
stand the Bible. ‘I am con- 
tinuing the theme of every 
picture tells a story in my 
book’ say David Cudd. 

He is looking for more 
churches to photograph for 
his book. If anybody would 
like their stained and paint- 
ed glass windows to be 
included please him to 
make an appointment. 

There is, we understand, no 
cost involved. 

For more information com 
tact David Cudd. Telephone 
01753 663511. 


The courage to go public on an 
unGodly abuse within the Church 


THIS BOOK is not intended 
to be a collection of five hor- 
ror stories constructed to titil- 
late our imaginations. It is, 
rather, five stories of deep 
hurt from people with the 
courage to allow their stories 
to ‘go public’ in the hopes 
that by so doing other people 
will be made aware of the 
dangers of what they may be 
doing in the name of Jesus. 

Stephen Parsons, the Vicar of 
Lechlade in Gloucestershire, 
has written a very powerful, 
readable book of great depth. 
Having been involved in a 
healing ministry for a number 
of years, he became aware of 
the apparently large numbers 
of people who seemed to 
have suffered at the hands of 


Christian churches. He iden- 
tified certain common 
themes: vulnerable people 
had, in a variety of different 
ways, been exploited by 
church leaders and in particu- 
lar by their use of the Bible, 
which they used as a tool for 
exercising their authority. All 
the case histories in this book 
are from people who had 
been involved in fundamen- 
talist churches, but those of 
us who are not from a funda- 
mentalist tradition must 
beware of pointing the finger 
and exclaiming in horror at 
the stories in this book. Just 
remember that when pointing 
one finger at someone else, 
four are pointing back at our- 
selves. The issue of power, its 
correct use and its abuse, is 
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one which needs to be 
addressed in all institutions, 
whether in the world of busi- 
ness, education or the 
Church. 

This book’s overtly stated 
task is to go beyond these sto- 
ries, to identify the problems 
of abuse inherent in the fun- 
damentalist approach, to con- 
struct a framework to help us 
understand and identify fun- 
damentalism and, most 
importantly, to help to bring 
healing to those hurt by it. 


Plumbing the dangerous 
waters of the occult 


SUSAN HOWATCH has 

excelled herself with The 
High Flyer. It does not pre- 
sent itself as part of her 
Starbridge series, but some 
of the same characters are 
back in the second half help- 
ing to bring sense and the 
healing of Jesus to the chaos 
of the first half. 

Carter, the high flyer at the 
heart of this story, is a part- 
ner in a prestigious law firm, 
her life firmly in her own 
hands with a plan she imple- 
ments with meticulous thor- 
oughness. Having decided to 
marry at 35, Carter now 
aged 34, decides the moment 
has come to start putting 
that plan into action. She 
meets Kim Betz in the busi- 
ness class lounge at 


Heathrow and recognises in 
him a similar ruthlessness 
and desire to be at the top. 
They marry. But what Carter 
had not recognised was that 
this man was inherently 
flawed and had been 
involved in the occult. 

Susan Howatch has written 
a brilliant and profound 
apologia for faith, using a 
most unlikely format. I 
hope that this will reach a 
far wider audience than 
those of us who are hooked 
on her Starbridge series for 
the portrait they present of 
the Church. The need for 
healing is within us all, but 
Susan Howatch goes to the 
depths of those dangerous 
waters of the occult in which 
Carter nearly drowns and 
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through which Kim is 
destroyed. Add Kim’s 
Christian first wife who tries 
vainly to warm Carter and 
Mrs Mayfield who describes 
herself as a psychic healer 
and you have an explosive 
mix. I could not put this 
book down. But the main 
theme of this book is that 
even here, in a world of evil, 
the love, healing and power 
of Jesus can meet us, redeem 
us and transform us. Please 
read this book. 


SOUTHMOOR HOUSE, Kingston Bagpuize 

URGENTLY REQUIRE 

PART TIME DOMESTICS - also - 
CARE ASSISTANTS - and - KITCHEN ASSISTANTS 

Full and part time to work in residential home. 

Flexible hours including nights. No experience necessary as NVQ 
training is available in-house. 

Rates of pay £4.50 • £6.00 per hour 
For further details contact The Manager on 01865 820225 


me staff 

Needed at Rock House, 
Chalfont St Peter. 

A Christian Residential Home 
for elderly people providing high 
quality support for our residents. 

Excellent pay/ 
working conditions. 

Experience and inexperienced 
welcome. 

Contact Pauline Gilchrist on 

01753 882194 


Home Helpers Care 
CARERS required 

(VALE AND SOUTH OXON) 

Full and part time opportunities. 

All training and support provided. 

Good rates of pay and benefits 

Tel: 01235 550202 for more details 

Self-contained 
ground floor flat 
for sale 

In Chalfont St Peter, 
Buckinghamshire. 

Special lease for a single 
person of over 60 years ... 

This well appointed flat is in a 
desirable area and has all amenities. 
Optional garage. 

AVAILABLE FOR 
IMMEDIATE OCCUPATION 

PRICE £100,000.00 leasehold. 

For more details please contact 
Gordon Clifford at 
Gold Hill Housing Association on 
01753 882194 (office hours) 


Skilled Aran Hand 
Knitters Wanted 

£11 to £23 

Securicor and deliver and collect free. 

Phone: 01259 762292 
Fax: 01259 762508 
or write 

Inverallan. Alva. Scotland FK12 5DQ 


DRYLINERS 

Experience Tackers, Dot & Dabbers and 
Jointers required for Housing Projects in the 
Berks, Bucks, Hants, Middx, Northants, 
West London and Oxon areas. 

For further details call 

01895 2566672 

10am to 8pm Monday to Thursday 
9am to 2pm Fridays. 

Safety Hats, Boots & CIS Cards a must. 

ITS WINTER ALREADY!!! 

Have you had your boiler serviced yet? 

No? Don’t worry 

C.R. STUBBINGS BUILDERS 

Bracklev 01280 702748 

Comprehensive plumbing and heating services 
Full systems designed and tailored to your requirements 
Boilers supplied, installed and serviced. 

Flu maintenance and lining. Landlord’s Safety Certificates 
Private and commercial work undertaken 
Ova lity th rQug h . c gmmiLn3g.nl 


S.A.W. 

FENCING SERVICES 

Top quality materials, prompt professional 
service. 

Free written estimates 


Tel: Simon on 07946 55157 (Mobile) 
or 01869 277358 




MONUMENTAL SERVICES 

Proficient in the use of the following range 
of materias: Marble, Granite, Sandstone, 
Limestone, Slate. 

Services provided include: 

New Head Stones: 

Hand-Cut Letters Only 
& Carving 
Restoration: 

Re-cutting of letters & 
Re-painting and Re-leadwork 
& Cleaning. 

An experienced and professional service 
providing quality work at reasonable cost. 

Free quotations provided. 

CSCS REGISTERED 00106257 

Telephone: 

Mobile 0796 7003676 
Home 0118 9417435 
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Trying to unearth 
precious diamonds 

Ossie Swartz writes from the cathedral in our link 
Diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman, South Africa 


IN A RECENT LETTER from 
Kimberley Cathedral , Canon 
Oswald Swartz (Ossie) 
writes about the continuing 
relationship between the 
Oxford and K&K Diocese 
and the importance of this 
relationship remaining 
meaningful in a changing 
world. Ossie says: 

‘The word friendship’ has 
always been part of the 
equation. Friends are aware 
of each other’s needs - in 
fact real friends are able to 
respond to the other’s needs. 
In trying to respond positively 
to the needs of the Oxford 
Diocese we make our 
resources available to them. 
The first of our resources is a 
spirit of hospitality. 

Our Diocese finds its job of 
nurturing the people of God 
and winning souls for the 
Kingdom hamstrung by 
sheer lack of manpower. 
While this very large Diocese 


has a scarcity of natural 
resources, it rejoices in the 
fact that it is blessed through 
the quality of its human 
resources. Unfortunately we 
find ourselves in a cleft stick, 
the Diocese, based around 
the diamond fields of South 
Africa, cannot unearth the 
more precious diamonds 
represented by its people 
because it is grossly under- 
staffed. So the vicious circle 
continues: not enough clergy 
to spend quality time in the 
congregations thus leaving 
potential leaders undiscovered 
so that we have to battle on 
with limited human resources. 

The Bishop has embarked 
on a programme of identify- 
ing candidates for a new cat- 
egory (for this Diocese) of 
community priests which 
will also expand the non- 
stipendiary ministry. This 
process is well underway and 
the new deacons are engaged 
in a training course.’ 



Maidenhead and Rwanda exchange gifts 


A team from St Mary’s, Maidenhead recently made a second visit to 
Kigeme Diocese, Rwanda.The group was greeted by the Archbishop 
of Rwanda ( pictured with Jeremy Hyde - group leader) ‘We were 
overwhelmed by the friendliness and generosity of people wherev- 
er we went’ said Martin Rich.’Tn addition, by using local workers at 
a cost of £130 per day for an experienced painter, we were able to 
refurbish two classrooms and a complete hospital ward.’ Many of 
the local churches would like to have some link with a parish in the 
UK. For details contact Margaret Hyde 01628 621651. 


This is Holy Unsuitable 

Simon Smith describes an off the wall post-modern event in Thame aimed at the 20* to 30 some- 
thing GenerationXers. He is the fierce-looking one in the picture with Jim Faulkner 


THAME is a lively market town 
of about 12,000 people, with a 
flourishing business life of its 
own as well as being home to 
many who commute to Oxford 
and London. The parish church 
of St Mary the Virgin is part of 
the Thame Valley Team. 

Holy Unsuitable is a non- 
threatening St Mary’s/Barley 
Hill-sponsored live-music-com- 
edy-and-video outreach project 
for Generation Xers - primari- 
ly 20 to 30s somethings within 
the church to use in their per- 
sonal witness to unchurched 
friends. It’s all very post-mod- 
ern, and a whole lot more excit- 
ing than it sounds. Honest. 

Squash club venue 

Holy Unsuitable is irregular in 
every sense. It takes place in a 
‘neutral’ non-church venue - 
currently the function room 
and bar at a local squash club. 
We try to put the emphasis on 
entertainment and it’s about 
having a really good night out 
in a very relaxed and comfort- 
able atmosphere which, for 
most of our target group would 
normally mean an evening with 
some mates in the boozer 
Holy Unsuitable is funded by a 
PCC grant from St. Mary’s and 
Barley Hill churches in Thame 
and ticket sales (currently £3 a 
ticket, £2 concessions) plus 
donations. Our audience con- 
sists mainly of church members 
and their friends, but is open to 
all. Recently we’ve had visitors 
from London, Coventry and 
Walsall at our shows. 

We are ‘pre-evangelistic’ in the 
sense that we deliberately aim 
to have nothing overtly evange- 
listic written into the content of 
the evenings ie there’s no ‘teach- 
ing’, no Gospel message, testi- 
mony, communal singing or 
altar calls. This is because we 
are looking to fit our events to 
cell group principles which the 
Church here in Thame is begin- 
ning to explore and develop. So 
we aim to provide a non-cheesy 


‘church’ environment where 
folk from our congregations 
can bring their unchurched 
friends. 

H6ly Unsuitable has been 
called a lot of things, but we 
think that our curate Ian 


accountable. A clergy member 
sees our scripts before each 
show, and has the right of veto 
over anything that is deemed 
particularly inappropriate. 
Hence the removal of the ‘Mud 
Wrestling Clergy’ item from 



Adams pretty much hit the nail 
on the head when he said that it 
is ‘not so much an event to 
attend as a place to be’ in the 
belief that usually ‘belonging 
comes before believing’. It’s 
about breaking down their pre- 
conceptions of church, and 
hopefully removing some of the 
barriers. We’re effectively say- 
ing ‘join our club’. 

Introducing Si and Jim 

The evening’s entertainment is 
partly ‘bought in’, but mainly 
home-produced, being written 
and performed by Si Smith and 
Jim Faulkner, a couple of mar- 
vellously talented/otherwise 
under-employed blokes (pic- 
tured) from our church. Live 
music for the shows is bought 
in, with ex-members of a now- 
defunct indie band called 
FLOW being our stalwart regu- 
lars. Holy Unsuitable is over- 
seen by members of the Thame 
Valley Ministry Team, to 
whom the show writers and co- 
ordinators make themselves 


our last-but-one show! 
Attendances at Holy 
Unsuitable have varied, but we 
have never dipped below 60, 
which is pretty good for a small 
venue. We have estimated that 
the percentage of non or fringe 
church people in attendance 
has been about 40%, which is 
very pleasing. Even more pleas- 
ing is the fact that the events are 
attracting a bit of a ‘following’, 
with folk returning and bring- 
ing more friends with them 
each time. 

Ok but does it work? 

As we do no altar calls we don’t 
have any tangible ‘results’ to 
show for the project, but the 
anecdotal evidence is encourag- 
ing and the fact that church 
members are using the events as 
part of their personal evange- 
lism is proof that the project is 
worthwhile. Since our pilot 
show back in April ‘99 we’ve 
done seven Holy Unsuitables, 
and they improve each time, as 
we learn the lessons of every 


Batsford 

Arboretum 

Nr Moreton-in-Marsh, 
Gloucestershire. 

Your Local Arboretum 

Spectacular colours 
in the autumn, but also 
interest at all times of year. 

Telephone 01386 701441 

for more details & 
information on events. 

Please mention this ad for discount. 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 
TEL Et FAX: (01865) 722022 

Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods ^Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



GRAVE TENDING 
OF BINFIELD 

Most relatives would want to tend their 
Loved Ones grave hut due to many 
circumstances this is not always possible. 

I provide a personal and professional service in 
and around Berkshire tending and caring for 
graves by regular visits. 

For a no obligation quote and 
further details please telephone 

01344 426298 

34 Rose Hill, Binfield, Berks RG42 SLG 


‘Daughter, your faith has 
made you well; go in peace’ 

Luke 8 v 48 

THESE words were addressed 
by Jesus to a woman with a 
persistent haemorrhage, which 
was not only a serious medical 
condition but also, in that soci- 
ety, effectively cut her off from 
human contact and religious 
worship (see Leviticus 15 v 25- 
30). So she may serve as an 
example of the impact of ill 
health on people’s lives; it caus- 
es distress and pain, obviously, 
but can also be an isolating 
and frightening experience. 
Matthew and Mark record 
that she had spent a small for- 
tune on medical treatment - 
confirmation that anxiety 
about health is not simply a 
modern phenomenon. This 
story concludes with the 
woman’s simple act of faith, 
touching the ‘fringe’ of Christ’s 
clothes, and with 
her immediate healing. She 



by David Winter 


THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 


actually felt the bleeding stop. 
When - rather reluctantly - 
she stepped forward to reveal 
herself, Jesus reassured her 
with these words. ‘Your faith 
has healed you’ is almost a for- 
mula saying on his lips. 
Normally (though not always) 
faith was the key to healing in 
the ministry of Jesus. 

But this is not at all the same 
thing as what is popularly 
known as ‘faith healing’. 

Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan director of evangelism, a 
broadcaster and the author of 
many books including Message for 
the Millennium (BRF). 


People were healed by the 
power of God . working 
through Jesus. But that healing 
had to be sought, and it was in 
that seeking that the person 
showed faith. The healing 
itself, however; was the work 
of God, not the person’s ‘faith’. 
Where it was the 
healing of a specific illness or 
condition, it was also a gift of 
God, something that couldn’t 
be deserved, earned or 
demanded, but only received. 
That seems to be the answer to 
the ‘problem’ of unanswered 
prayer for healing: such heal- 
ing is God’s gift, and you can’t 
demand a gift. 

In any case, what Jesus offered 
was not an insurance policy 
against illness or disease, but a 
total life - body, mind and spir- 
it - restored to wholeness, 
becoming more completely 
what God intends us to be. ‘Go 
in peace, your faith has made 
you whole' 
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performance and gain more 
confidence in our writing and 
performance, and also in our 
use of the available technology. 
The equipment that we use at 
our events is loaned to us by the 
Oxford-based audio-visual 
company of a church member, 
to whom we are, as ever, hugely 
grateful. Future plans include a 
website, further shows in the 
new year and the possibility of 
hiring in more acts like Jon 
Archer (a professional Christian 
comedian) for a ‘Holy 
Unsuitable Presents’ event. 


For more information about Holy 
Unsuitable, you can contact us on 
01844 216313 or via e-mail at 
si .smith@tal k2 1 .com 


More about St Mary’s 

The existing church building 
dates back to the early 13th 
century. The imaginative re- 
ordering of St Mary’s in the 
1990 f s by architect Bob 
Maguire has provided us with 
a beautiful, light and versatile 
space in which to worship 
and pray. 

Within St Mary’s we are try- 
ing to encourage a wide vari- 
ety of worship styles and 
emphases. So, for example, a 
typical Sunday begins with 
BCP Holy Communion at 
8am. At 9.15am, is the 
‘Daybreak’ congregation wor- 
shipping in modern liturgical 
Anglican style (ASB/Common 
Worship). This is followed at 
11am by the service of the 
‘Open House’ congregation, 
with a more informal 
approach. At 4pm twice a 
month there is ‘Quiet Place’, a 
contemplative hour of prayer 
with Taize/Celtic influences; 
on the other two Sundays 
there is a service of BCP 
Evensong. Finally at 630pm at 
‘Evening Celebration’ everyone 
comes together for service in a 
contemporary style. 
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The School of St Helen and St Katherine, Faringdon Road, 

o y 

Abingdon is ah Independent Day School for 590 girls 

O x 

aged 9-18. 

JL L- 

The School offers a broad education combining high 

u 5 

academic standards with excellence in art, music and sport. 


• Academic Scholarships, Bursaries and Music 

pg * 

Scholarships 

SC H 

• Entry at 9+, 10t, 11+ and 16+ 

E-h in 

• Outstanding academic results 

o 

* 2000 A level results 81.7% grades A & B 

z 

• 2000 GCSE results 85.6% grades A* & A 

< 

• Wide range of extra curricular activities 

z, 

• Excellent facilities 

w 

- 

Sixth Form Open Evening 


Thursday 12th October 2000 

SC 

For further information or to arrange a visit to the Schobl, 

H 

please contact the Admissions Secretary on: 

in 

01235 530593 


UyyJ The University 
ran of Reading 

Thinking of taking a 

Part-time BA Degree? 

Telephone ( 0118 ) 931 6354 for details 

Evenings: English, 

Classical Studies, Philosophy 
Day-time: Archaeology, Classical Studies, 
History, History of Art, Languages, 
Linguistics, Music, Philosophy. 



Telephone: 



ACCOMMODATION 

WANTED 


URGENTLY 
REQUIRED FOR 
INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS 

£90 per week 
per student 

Please contact Clynis Beckett 
at Abingdon College, 
Northcourt Road, Abingdon, 
Oxon 0X14 INN 

Or telephone 01235 216263 
or 01235 555585 


CHRISTIAN TUTORS 

Experienced Early Years Tutor 

available - 

Language and Early Maths • * 

and 

Junior/Special Needs Maths Thtor 
South Oxfordshire, Abingdon 

Contact 01235 202781 



ASHFOLD SCHOOL 

Dorton, Near Thame 

Prep and Pre-Prep School 
3-13+ Day and Weekly Boarding 
An excellent academic record 
together with superb facilities 
for sports, arts, music and IT. 

Please contact the secretary 
for more details: 

Telephone 01844 238237 

Registered Charity No. 272663 


GET SLIM 

LOSE WEIGHT, FEEL GREAT 
AND KEEP IT OFF 

Wanted people serious about 
achieving noticeable weight 
loss in the next 30 days. 

Call Ingrid on 

0774 7032734 Ref CH 


congratulations . . . 

OUR LADY’S CONVENT 

founded in Abingdon in 1860 by the Sisters of Mercy 

celebrating their 140th Anniversary 



SENIOR SCHOOL 

for 340 Girls aged 11-18 

Radley Rd, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 3PS 
Tel: 01235 524658 

new Sixth Form Centre 

high academic standards - small classes - attractive 
modern facilities - caring Christian environment - 
scholarships & bursaries - extensive bus network - 
large indoor heated swimming pool 

OPEN EVENING 

(for both Schools) THURSDAY 
5th OCTOBER 2000 

INFANT AND JUNIOR 
DAY SCHOOL 

for Girls and Boys aged 4-11 

St. John’s Road, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 2HB 
Tel: 01235 523147 

qualified and experienced staff - chapel - playing 
fields - gymnasium - indoor heated swimming pool 
Why not telephone for a prospectus 


Leaving School or College and 
considering your options? 

Full & Part-Time courses available 
■ Engineering ■ Veterinary Nursing ■ Animal Care 

■ Horse management ■ Floristry ■ Child Care 

■ Horticulture ■ Landscape Design ■ Marine Engineering 

■ Greenkeeping ■ Caring ■ Sport & Recreation 

HND’s available in: 

■ Animal Studies with Management 

■ Equine Studies with Management 

(in association with Buckinghamshire Chiltems University College) 
Excellent facilities 

5 mins from M40. College run transport links with Didcot, 
Wallingford & Oxford. 

Residential accommodation available 

Telephone 01628 824444 

for a copy of our latest prospectus 

Berkshire College of Agriculture, Hall Place, 
Burchetts Green, Maidenhead SL6 6QR 
e-mail: enqulries@berks-coll-ag.ac.uk 
website: www.berks-coll-ag-ac.uk 


Quality Training for Leisure and Landbased Industries 


TaummiEwt: 

I18BS 254506 



Bloxham School, Near Banbury 0X15 4PE Tel :01295 720206 
For further information 


DYSLEXIA 


-ft SOMETH 

T COMPLETELY v 
DIFFERENT 

Tel. 01235 536111 

email farmer@ndirect.co.uk 
www.ndirect.co.uk/-farmer/ 


Catholic HMC Boarding & Day School for Boys 


► 97% ( 


o 

ro 

o 

0 ) 


> of 6th formers 
enter university 

• Provides a total 
education with strong 
moral integrity at its 
core 

• Nurtures individual 
needs and encourages 
individual talents and 
interests 

• Excellent IT and design 
& art facilities 

• Extensive playing 
fields, large & well 
equipped sports 
complex, swimming 
pool, r£al tennis court 
and nine hole golf 
course 

• Scholarships available - 
academic, music, art 
and sport 

• Entry at 11,13 and 16 

Ask for prospectus 
Call 01491 680207 
or fax 01491 680020 
or e-mail us at 
enquiries@oratory.co.uk 



The Oratory School 

Woodcote 

Reading 

Berkshire RG8 OPJ 
United Kingdom 


Registered Charity 
309112 

Existing to provide 

education 

for children 



St Mary’s School Ascot 

‘A preparation for the fututre’ 

Open Morning 

For prospective parents and pupils 

Saturday 14th October, 2000 

10.15am-1.30pm. 



St Mary y s School Ascot is a leading Roman 
Catholic Boarding School for girls aged 11-18 

For details of the programme for the morning 
and to register your interest, plese contact 
Mrs Young on (01344) 293614. 

St Mary’s School Ascot exists as a registered charity providing a 
high quality RC boarding education for girls. 

Charity No. 290286. 



THE MARIST CONVENT SCHOOL 

King’s Road, Sunninghill, Ascot, Berks SL5 7PS 
A leading GSA Catholic Independent Day School. Founded 1870 
Nursery (2V2-4), Junior School (4-11) & Senior School (11-18) 

A first-class education for 580 girls aged 2 1 /2-18 on a single campus. 

Beautiful landscaped grounds of around 60 acres with lake and extensive woodland, at 

the heart of Sunninghill village 

• A Catholic school welcoming all Christians & those in sympathy with its ethos 

• Happy, caring & dynamic learning environment, each girl challenged to reach her full potential 

• Excellent exam results: 100% 5+ GCSEs A-C (76% at A*-B), 98% A Level success rate 
(65% at A-B) 

• Small classes; generous staff/pupil ratio; small, friendly Nursery 

• Broad academic curriculum; Junior School places strong emphasis on foundation skills; Senior 
School offers a wide choice of 21 GCSE & 26 A/AS Level subjects 

• Flourishing Sixth form; excellent careers department; strong Oxbridge tradition 

• Outstanding reputation for drama, music & creative arts 

• Wide range of extra-curricular activities during and after school 

• Provision for before and after school care 

• Superb sporting achievements currently include: National Champions in Under 11 & Under 16 
Gymnastics; Berkshire Champions in Senior Indoor/Outdoor Hockey 

• Extensive Facilities include indoor pool, state-of-the-art ICT suite, Sixth Form Centre 

• Served by network of school coaches. Maidenhead and Windsor coach route starting from 
September 2001 

• Academic Scholarships, Bursaries & Sibling Discounts available 

ENTRANCE EXAMINATION 11+ for September 2001 
on Saturday 13 January 2001 

For further details or to arrange a visit please contact: 

Nursery & Junior School: the Headmistress. Tel 01344 626137; Fax 01344 621566 
Senior School: the Headteacher’s PA Tel: 01344 624291; Fax 01344 874963 

email pa2head@maristsenior.windsor-maidenhead.sch.uk 

Registered Charity No. 225485 







Courses 


Hardy to Heaney - 20th 
Century English Poetry 

5 Oct eight week WEA course, 
from 10am- 12pm at Ewert 
House, Oxford. 

25 Oct Character in English 
Poetry. Readings from 600 
years commemorating the death 
of Chaucer at The Spring, 
Highmoor Hall 10am - 4pm 

26 Oct Short version of 
Character in English Poetry at 
The Barns Centre, Thame 8pm. 
Tel 01844-213673 for details 

The Tyndale 
Society 

6 Oct ‘Getting it 
Across’, lecture by 
poet UA Fanthorpe, 
tour of Gloucester Cathedral, 
evensong and supper. Lecture 
and supper £10, lecture only, 

£3. Details from David Green 
(01285) 821651 

19 Oct Annual Hertford 
College Tyndale Lecture 5pm. 
Free entrance. 

29 Oct Choppe and Chaungel, 
10am-5pm. Courtauld Institute 
of Art, London. A day of lec- 
tures, discussion, life readings, 
music and a film screening 
focussing on new research, 
translations and publications of 
the bible with Tyndale as the 
touchstone. £1 5 . For further 
details (01865) 848746 

Milton Keynes 
Training Courses 

3 Oct Worship 
Leaders’ Course, 
leader’s presentation 
1 0 Oct Enabling Worship 
10 Oct Preparation for leading 
worship, leading prayer in wor- 
ship. Leaders Revd Margaret 
Goodall, Revd Murdoch 
McKenzie, Revd Jan Appleby. 

Mpfhorlict Phurrh Newnnrt 


£10 for three from one church 

20th Century Christians 

16 Oct Lesslie Newbiggin and 
the worldwide church. 

30 Oct Robert Runcie ‘Faith in 
the City’ £5 per session, £2.50 
concessions.T^ Well , Newport 
Rd , Willen , Milton Keynes. 

20 Oct FOCUS (Federation of 
Christian Counselling and 
Caring Schemes) at Church 
House, 9.30 - 2.30pm. 
Workshop on conflict manage- 
ment led by Keith Lamdin. All 
welcome, please bring lunch, 
drinks provided. Members £12, 
non-members £15. Applications 
to Sheila Stephen 0118 
9575120 

1 7 Oct Amersham 
Millennium Lectures ‘On 

being a Christian in the Third 
Millennium’ presented by the 
Right Revd John Selby Spong, 
scholar, controversial author 
and recently retired Bishop of 
the Diocese of Newark, USA. 
Tickets £ 6 , (£3.50 concession) 
8-10pm, St Michael's Church 
Amersham , Bucks , HP6 5DR 
(01494) 726680 

21 Oct Hands to the 
Plough St Michaels Church, 
Amersham-on-the-Hill. 10 - 
4.30pm. Organised jointly with 
Chiltern Peace and Justice and 
Contemplatives-in-Action. 
Speaker: Candn Paul 
Oestreicher from the 
International Centre for 
Reconciliation speaking on You 
Can’t Change Human Nature? 
Why Not? Tickets £5 Details 
from Jean Hatton (01494) 
774113 

Cottesloe Christian . 
Training Programme rw) 

30 Oct (book by 16 Oct) 

‘..that little Springtime’ (Taize) 
Sylvia Nutt will be sharing with us 
something of what draws her to 
Taize. 8pm Whaddon Chapel £4. 

31 Oct /honk hv 1 7 Ort^ 


saying. 8pm Whitchurch 
Church Hall. £4 
6 Nov (book by 23 Oct) 
Unnecessary Complications. 
Gordon Goldberg explores the 
Jewish roots of Christianity. 

8pm Padbury Village Hall £4. 
13 Nov (book by 30 Oct) 
Down-load your magazine! 

John Hadjioannou, curate at 
Linslade, will be offering us his 
expertise and advice. 8pm 
Mursley Parish Room, £4. 

Tue 14 Royal Society of 
Church Music and Oxford 
Diocese Children’s Advisor 
Jenny Hyson ‘Protecting our 
Children’ a workshop for choir 
leaders, music directors, clergy 
and parish child protection reps, 
at St Peter and St Paul’s Church, 
Botley. 7.30 - 9.30pm. All partic- 
ipants must book no later than 2 
Nov. Bookings to Jane Palmer 
(01235) 531576 £2, cheques to 
‘RSCM’ Oxford. 

Borders^ of Science and Faith 

4 Nov The Council of Florence 
(1438-9): Success or failure? 
10.30-4pm St Theosevia Centre 
for Christian Spirituality, 2 
Canterbury Road, Oxford OX2 
6LU 

6 Nov The Church of England 
and the ‘Filioque’. 8pm, speaker 
Canon Hugh Wybrew. Details 
from Revd Dr Ann Shukman, St 
Theosevia Centre (01865) 310341 
or sttheosevia@onetel.net.uk 


ACTION BY CHRISTIANS 
AGAINST TORTURE. 

Action by Christians against 
Torture (ACAT UK) was 
formed in 1-984 under the 
umbrella of the then British 
Council of Churches, with the 
support of Amnesty 
International and the Society of 
Friends. ACAT, which is a reg- 
istered charity, seeks to educate 
the churches as well as individ- 
ual Christians in the evils of tor- 


Conferences 


Harnhill Centre Teaching 
and Ministry Week 

Non-residential conferences 
with well-known American 
Bible teachers 

2-6 Oct Healing Week with 
personal prayer coun- 
selling.^ 37) 

6-8 Healing Weekend (£72) 

14 Training Day 

16-18 Oct Journey through the 

Soul: Carla Waterman 

19-22 Oct Wholeness in 

Christ: Signa and Conlee 

Bodisbaugh 

27-29 Oct Refreshment 
Weekend with Marilyn Baker 
(£75) 

30-3 Nov Healing through 
Creative Writing. Tracy 
Williamson and Marilyn Baker. 
Harnhill Manor , Cirencester , 
Glos GL7 5PX , tel 01285 
850283/4 , fax 01283 
850519, e-mail: office@harn- 
hillcentre.freeserve.co.uk 
Warden: Revd Paul Springate 


Sat 21 Oct Thame 

The Oxford Diocese Mothers 
Union Conference on ‘Healing 
and Wholeness in Christ’ at 
the Barns Centre 10am - 4pm. 
Details and booking informa- 
tion (day is free of charge) via 
Diocesan MU office (01865) 
726308 


13 - 16 Nov Swanwick 

‘Good News in the 
Countryside’, the second 
national rural evangelism con- 
ference. Sponsored by 
Springboard and the Rural 
Evangelism Network. The 




ost 


OCTOBER 2000 


Music and Worship 


Theatre 


Alpha 


The Spring, Highmoor Hall 

14 Oct Seasonal Concert, 
7.45pm. Christine Townsend (vio- 
lin/viola) and Stephen Robbings 
(piano) present three pieces from 
Tchaikovsky’s piano cycle The 
Seasons, and Autumn from 
Vivaldi’s Four Seasons. 

3 Nov Graham Kendrick presents 
a variety of his songs and his 
award winning Millennium 
Chorus, including video clips from 
the TV special - featuring Michael 
Crawford, Maire Brennan, 
Michael W Smith and others. 

For details: The Administrator, 
The Lodge, Highmoor Hall, 
Highmoor, Henley-on-Thames, 
Oxon , RG9 5DH (01491) 
641167 


Music and Worship 
Foundation 

1 Oct Harvest praise, Cumnor 
1 6 Oct Archway presentation 
21 Oct Prism of Praise, Sutton 
Coldfield 

Sat 1 8 Nov Worship with 
Instruments led by Roger Peach. 
Explore more effective ways 
you can use instruments in wor- 
ship. 1.30 - 5pm, Christ Church 
Abingdon. £5 

The regular MWF choir will 
meet on Monday evenings at 
7.45pm in St Clement’s Family 
Centre, Cross Street. For details 
contact Music and Worship 
Foundation Representative, 
Martin Cox 01 865 454078 


Fri 6 Oct The 

Riding Lights 
Theatre Company, 
the country’s lead- 
ing Christian the- 
atre company pre- 
sent ‘Friendly Fire’ 
at New Life 
Church, New Bradwell, Milton 
Keynes. The play is by Nigel 
Forde who in 1998 was nominat- 
ed for a BAFTA and won an 
EMMY Award for his script-writ- 
ing for the animated television 
series, Testament. National Lo- 
call Box Office 0845 961 3000 

Harvest 


5 Oct Oxford 

Apollo Theatre, 

George Street 
Oxford. Doors 
Open 7.30pm, 
tickets £4 (£3 for 
five or more) A 
thought provok- 
ing evening with Nicky Gumbel, 
who will talk on the theme 
‘Christianity: boring, untrue 
and irrelevant’? 

Call Apollo Box Office on 0870 
606 3500 

Retreats 




5 Oct Wells Cathedral 

Choral Pilgramage 7.30pm. 
Byrd, Sheppard, Browne, 
Tavener, Tallis and Richard 
Hygons (of Wells) Salve Regina , 
from the Eton choirbook. 
Tickets £18, £15, side aisles £8 
&£5 from 0117 922 3686 

8 Oct ‘West End Meets 
Hook Norton’ St Peter’s 
Church Hook Norton, an 
evening of hit songs from West 
End musicals performed by 
some of the cast members of 
various shows: Jane Fowler, 
Stuart Pendred, Michael Rouse 
and Dave Preece. 7.30pm 
Tickets £10 (£8 concessions) 
Details from Keith Fowler 
01608 737657 

14 Oct Chinnor. Concert by 
the Chinnor Silver Band, 
7.30pm at St Andrew’s Church, 
Chinnor. Tickets £5, conces- 
sions £4. For details contact 
David DeVal (01844) 353733 


27 Oct Piano Recital Julia 
Cloud, 7.30pm, £6. At Ark-T 
Centre, Crowell Road, Cowley, 
Oxford, OX4 3LN (01865) 
773499 


5 Nov New anthem has been 
commissioned for the choir of 
All Saint’s Church Rotherfield 
Peppard as a significant contri- 
bution to mark the Millennium 
and in memory of Vernon 
Openshaw, Organist and 
Choirmaster of All Saint’s from 
1955 - 98. The composer 
Grayston Ives, accepted, the 
anthem is for a four part choir, 
with words by Isaac Watts: 
‘There is a land of pure delight, 
where saints immortal reign’. 
For details contact K.B 
Atkinson 0118 972 2844 

26 Nov Milton Keynes Roger 
Jones’ Musical ‘Snakes and 
Ladders’ at Stantonbury Leisure 
Centre, Milton Keynes. Matinee 


NFU Harvest Festival 

for Bucks, Berks and Oxon at 
Dorchester Abbey on 15 Oct , 
3pm. Following the service 
afternoon tea will be provided 
in the Abbey. For details con- 
tact Clare Muskett 01865 
887800 


1 7 Oct Market Whys and 
Human Wherefores. The 

Alan Christmas Lecture 2000. 

St Mary’s Church, Church 
Street, Slough. Doors open from 
7.30pm. Details from Revd 
John Nicholson (01753) 

770149 


Churches and Tourism 
Sat 4 Nov Thame Barnes 
Centre ‘Developing Church 
Trails’ 9.30am coffee, 9.45am 
- 1pm. Cost £5. Keynote 
sneaker: Sue BeeL Tourism 



Abbey House Glastonbury 


Mon 9 Oct An Autumn Walk 
led by David Hill (warden) A 
walk for autumn with space 
n creation. 


to see God 
Bring a picnic, strong shoes 
and waterproof clothing 
10am-4pm £5 

Wed 11 Oct On the 

Edge’ a gentle look at areas 
where we don’t fit in with 
main stream society led by 
Cynthia 'Dean (Abbey 
House Staff) 10am-4pm £11 
- includes coffee, lunch and tea. 
Fri 20 - 22 Oct There’s A 
Wideness in God’s Mercy. A 
mostly silent open retreat led 
by Bishop John Neale. Cost 
£72 
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Common Worship 

Workshop 

1 1 Oct Led by Alan Dibden 
(Diocesan Liturgical Group) 
10am-3pm Church of Christ the 
King, Furzton, Milton Keynes. 
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England have recently issued 
two reports on these matters: 
Marriage and marriage in 
church after divorce. Jo 
Saunders will help us under- 
stand what these reports are 


paign for the abolition of tor- 
ture. It works on two levels - by 
action and prayer and through 
support for individual prisoners. 
For more information contact 
Lois Stamelis (01752 849821. 


details contact Springboard 
(01235) 553922 . 
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Sun 1 Oct WESTMINSTER 

ABBEY Help the Aged staff, 
Church Friends, VIPs and guests will 
be joining the congregation at the 
3pm Evensong service. Details from 
Terry Thirdborough 020 7253 0253 
Sat 7 FARINGDON Concert 
given by children from Dean Close 
School, Cheltenham in All Saints 
Church, 7.30pm. Tickets £3 adults, 
£1.50 children. In aid of Save the 
Children 

Sun 8 SANDHURST Harvest 
Festival Service St Michael and All 
Angels, 9.30am. Details: Mrs 
Margaret Lee (01344)771013 
Mon 9 READING GSS Meeting, St 
Laurence Church. Quiet evening 
and Compline, 8pm Details: David 
LGillman (0118) 9598102 
Tue 10 COOKHAM DEAN 
Organ recital at 8pm with Dr Roy 
Massey (Hereford Cathedral) 
Tickets £7.50, details from David 
Colthup 01628 529861 
Wed 11 ASTON TIRROLD 
Introduction to Education for 
Ministry course. Ecumenical and 
includes theological reflection. 
7.30pm at Centre for Reflection, 
United Reformed Church. Tel: 
(01491)652024. 

Wed 11 OXFORD Sowers 
prayer group. Supportive and cre- 
ative sewing group, working on 
projects for the community, possi- 
ble projects banner/altar drape for 
a church. At the Ark-T Centre, 
Cowley. 7.30pm, the group will 
meet once a fortnight. 

Details (01865) 773499 
Fri 13 ADDERBURY Awareness 
evening for The Children’s Society, 
St. Mary’s Church 7.30pm. Details 
from Hon Sec. Mrs M Williams 


tel: 01295 810694 

Fri 13 HOOK NORTON Coffee 
Morning 9-1 1.30am at the Study 
Centre Hook Norton Primary 
School. Coffee and cakes, raffle, 
good as new clothes sale. 

Fri 13 - 19 HIGH WYCOMBE 
Jesus the Christ Cinema Project. 
On behalf of Celebrating Jesus 
2000, at Wycombe UCI screening 
of the 93 minute film Jesus the 
Christ. Details from UCI Cinema 
0870 0102030 

Sat 14 CHALFONT ST GILES 

London Emmanuel Choir concert 
at Parish Church. 7pm, tickets £2. 
Details: Brian Taylor (01494) 
874637 or Joyce Norton (01494) 
875840 

Sat 14 MORTIMER Handel’s 
Messiah, part of BT Voices for 
Hospices 2000. In aid of Duchess 
of Kent House, Reading. Come 
and sing or listen. St Mary’s 
Church, 7.30pm Details: 0118 
9332001 

Sat 14 DORCHESTER ABBEY 

Annual RSCM Choirs’ Festival, 
directed by Philip Moore (York 
Minster). Festival Evensong 5pm. 
Details 0118 972 2844 
Sat 14 WINDSOR Royal Free 
Singers ‘Voices for Hospices’ con- 
cert. 7.30pm Windsor Parish 
Church. Singers £6, audience 
£7.50, Details: Anne Rendell 
10753 861602 

Sat 14 KIDLINGTON Come and 
Sing’ concert of Handel’s Messiah 
at St Mary’s Church. Optional 
practice from 2.45 to 5.45pm. 
Tickets £5 participants, £6 audi- 
ence. Details K Ellis 01865 372230 
Mon 16 OXFORD Oxford 
Council of Christians and Jews. 
Professor Geza Vermes FBA on The 


Changing Faces of Jesus. Oxford 
Jewish Centre, Richmond Rd 8pm. 
Mon 16- Fri 20 IVER HEATH 

Apple Week. A fun look at the 
apple, lots of art and craft. Iver 
Nature Study Centre. Booking essen- 
tial on (01895) 270730 
Wed 18 WOKINGHAM 
Celebration of Health for St Luke’s- 
tide. 7.45pm at All Saints, 
Wokingham. Preacher: Canon 
Trevor Walt, Chaplain of 
Broadmoor Hospital. Details: 
01189 790098 

Wed 18 OXFORD Any 

Questions: 7.30pm Oxford 
Town Hall. Chair Bill Heine; 
panel the Bishop of Oxford, 
Sister Gabriel Benedict, David 
Collett and Angela Knight. 
Tickets £4 at door, £3 in advance 
from St Andrews Bookshops. 

Sat 21 OXFORD At 
Westminster College Chapel, a 
Eucharist for mission celebrant 
Revd Roger Parker, preacher Fr 
Henry Wansbrough OSB from St 
Benetts Hall. All are welcome. 

Sat 21 MILTON KEYNES To 
celebrate One World Week there is 
a Craft Fair at the Church of Christ 
the Cornerstone. Crafts from 
Traidcraft, Toybox Crafts, 
Tearcraft, Jacob’s Well, Symbios 
and Oxfam Fair Trade. Details 
01908 567436 

Sat 21 OXFORD Coffee morn- 
ing and Bring and Buy sale - in aid 
of the Church Mission Society. St 
Andrews Church, Linton Road, 
North Oxford. The Rev Dr Guli 
Francis Dehqahi will be speaking 
about Iran. 10.30am-12. 

Thur 26 MONKS RISBOROUGH 
‘Being in the Presence of God’ 
9.30am - 12.30pm. St Dunstan’s 


The DoorPost is a supplement to 
The Door and is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd. 


Church, led by Moira Spence and 
Jill Iredale. Details: Moira 01844 
275759, Jill 01844 346488 
Fri 27 Oct FINGEST 
(Hambleden Valley, near Henley) 
Healing service with laying on of 
hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion 10.15am. Details 
014915 71231 
Sat 28 MILTON KEYNES 
Words and Worlds, an exploration 
of spirituality and poetry. For details 
contact The Well, Newport Road, 
Willen, Milton Keynes, 01908 
200675 or 01908 607965 
Sun 29 DORCHESTER ABBEY. 
‘Religion and Peace’ with Sir John 
Weston, former British 
Ambassador to the United 
Nations. 10.30am Team sung 
Eucharist, 12.15pm - 3.30pm 
Conference at Abbey Guest 
House (lunch provided) 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 4 DRAYTON 
BEAUCHAMP Choral Evensong 
8pm at St. Mary the Virgin with 
the Bishop of Oxford. 
Commemoration of the 400th 
anniversary of the death of 
Richard Hooker, the Elizabethan 
Divine. Details 01296 631365 
Sat 4 OXFORD Study Day at 
Wycliffe Hall, 54 Banbury Rd, 
Oxford: Alan Garrow on 

Revelation. Details: 01865 
274212 or email 

external@wycliffe-hall.ox.ac.uk 
Sat 4 WENDOVER A vocations 
breakfast. Wendover Christian 
Centre, Aylesbury Road, 
Wendover. 8. 30am- 1 2.30pm, £3. 
Details: Mrs H Unwin (01494) 
725228 

Sat 4 SANDHURST Organ 


The Door is published ten 
times a year (not August 
or January) and is distributed 



The November issue 
will be ready for col- 
[ the Door lection on 
Friday 27 October 


Leisure Centre (01908) 314466. 
www.cmm.org.uk 


Programmes will be sent to 
those who book a place. Please 
book by 23 Oct. Details: Revd 
Glyn Evans. glynevans@gold- 
sewe.net 


by times of led reflection, space 
and worship. £10 includes 
Sunday lunch and tea. 

For details contact David Hill 
(warden) 
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your parish event included on The DoorPost, send details in writing to 
the address below before the deadline 1 8 October 2000. 






recital by Keith Hearnshaw - 
organist at Liverpool Cathedral. 
Come and hear the newly restored 
organ. Details Mrs Margaret Lee 
(01344) 771013 

Sat 4 READING Christmas 
Market at Oddfellows Hall, next 
to the Church of the Most Holy 
Trinity, Oxford Road. 10 - 
2.30pm. First prize £70, various 
stalls and refreshments. 

Sat 4 HOOK NORTON Craft 
fair, St Peter’s Church, 10-5pm 
40 different participating crafters. 
Entrance £1, Details from Jan 
Hughes (01608) 737900 
Mon 6 BRACKNELL. Berkshire 
Archdeaconry Vocations Fellowship. 
‘Deacons’ Led by Corinne Smith, Parish 
Deacon, Abingdon. St Michael’s 
Easthampstead. 

Fri 10 THAME ‘Mission to the 
Hidden Poor’ St Mary’s 
Church/Church Pastoral Aid 
Society. Discovering God’s 
agenda for churches serving 
council estates. A day of 
encouragement and training for 
clergy and leaders. For details 
contact Sarah Brombley 01926 
458451 

Sat 11 EARLEY (Reading) 
Autumn Fayre, ll-3pm at St 
Nicolas Church Hall, Sutcliffe 
Ave, Earley. Grand Draw takes 
place at 2.30pm 

Mon 13 OXFORD Local 
Affirming Catholicism meeting. 
6pm sung Eucharist in Magdalen 
College Chapel, 7pm supper, 
8pm Speaker: The Very Revd 
Robert Jeffery, Sub-Dean of 
Christ Church, ‘Can Anglicanism 
Hold Together?’ Advance book- 
ing from Fr Michael Piret 01865 
276027 


free of charge to churches in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 


BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday breakfast 
Sundays 6 - 9am 
Local religious views, 
church news, 
favourite hymns 


Notices 


Wallington Missionary 
Mart G ive your unwanted 
items to help the mission of the 
Church. Wallington 

Missionary Mart and Auctions 
is a charity established 30 years 
ago which sells items for mis- 
sionary charities; donors can 
choose which charity receives 
the proceeds. There are auc- 
tions at Wallington (Surrey) six 
times a year; things unsuitable 
for auction are sold through 
the Missionary Mart. For 
more information phone 0181 
669 3495 (9am-5pm, Mon - 
Fri); if you have small items of 
value (jewellry, silver), contact 
0181 647 8437). Tina Hirons 
goes regularly to Wallington 
and could take donations that 
will fit into a car: 01869 
338568). 

Accommodation wanted. 

Single Christian woman with 
small well behaved, elderly dog 
seeks accommodation in the 
High Wycombe area. Tel: 01494 
523 862 


Editorial address: The Door, 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 0NB. 


Church of the Holy Spirit 

Open to visitors from 10am - 
4pm from Monday to Friday. 
For information contact Church 
Office, 71a Camborne Ave, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 7UE 
Tel 01296 394759 

Restored Organ. St 

Michael’s Church, Sandhurst 
has recently had its organ 
restored at a cost of £160,000. 
Look out for details of recitals 
in the What’s On section. 


Enthronement of Bishop 
Anthony as the 68th 
Bishop of Ely. 

Ely Cathedral, 25 Nov 3pm. 
Seating is by ticket only, avail- 
able from The Dean's 
Secretary , The Cathedral 
Office, The College, Ely, 
Cambridgeshire CV7 4DP. 
Applications should arrive 
before 31 Oct. 

9 Oct - 18 Nov ‘Full Circle’ 

Exhibitions of paintings by 
Ernesto Lozada-Uzuriaga 
Mon & Tues 12 - 2pm 
Wed 10 - 4pm 
Sat 10 - 12am 

Other times by appointment, at 
the Ark-T Centre and Gallery, 
Crowell Rd, Cowley, Oxford 
OX4 3LN. (Behind the multi- 
storey car park) 

01865 773499/396778 

Cornerstone 

October Special at ‘Cornerstone’, 
Savile Way, Grove. Coconut and 
lime cake with tea or coffee £1.15 


Telephone: 01865 208227 

Fax: 01865 790470 

Email: door@oxford.anglican.org 


Sponsorship wanted! 

Fliss Akehurst from St. Peter’s 
Church Iver went on a sponsored 
walk for The Children’s Society 
in September. She walked a total 
of 60 miles over five days, walk- 
ing in the footsteps of Jesus in 
Israel. Even though she has 
already completed the walk, 
sponsorship can still be collected 
until the end of November. For 
details contact fliss@vfree.com 

The Local Heritage Initiative 

Are you looking for money for a 
community project including pro- 
jects which involve work to 
church buildings? You could try 
the Local Heritage Initiative, a 
scheme run by the Countryside 
Agency (www.lhi.gov.uk) or the 
Trust for Oxfordshire’s 
Environment which administers 
funds from the'Landfill Tax. 

Apple Day Home Cottage 
Farm, Bangors Road South, Iver 
Heath. llam-4pm. Apple tast- 
ing and identification, pick your 
own fruit, archery, live music, 
longest peel compitition, and 
children’s activities. 

Christ Church Cathedral 
Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion, 10am Matins and 
Sermon; 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

3 September: Service for Racial 
Justice Sunday 3pm 
Weekdays 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 

6pm Evensong (Thursdays or 
Major Feast Days 5.35pm Said 
Evensong and 6pm Sung 
Eucharist). 
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Magdalen College School 



Oxford 


M agdalen College School is an independent, academic day 
school for boys aged 7-18. For over 500 years, boys have made 
a distinguished contribution to the life of their country. The 
values of the school encompass a love of learning, a sense of 
responsibility towards each other and the wider community, and a 
respect for the individuality of each boy. Sport, music, drama and extra- 
curricular activities play an important part in the life of all pupils. 

Open Morning: Saturday 7th October 2000 
9.30 a.m. to 12 noon. 

For further information, please telephone 

01865 242191 

Magdalen College School, Oxford 0X4 1DZ 

Magdalen College School is a registered charity dedicated to the education 
of boys aged 7-18 
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MAGDALEN COLLEGE, 
OXFORD 

CHORISTER 

AUDITIONS 


for 


Magdalen College Chapel Choir 
will be held on Saturday 14 October, 2000 
for boys aged 7-9 
(Academical Tests at the School wili 
be held on Tuesday 17 October 2000) 
Substantial scholarships are available towards the 
fees of a full education at Magdalen College 
School. The School has an outstanding musical 
and academic reputation and there is an especially 
high reward for its friendly atmosphere and high 
standards of pastoral care. 

The Informator Choristarium, Mr Bill Ives, 
is always pleased to meet and advise parents and 
their sons 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS, 

PLEASE TELEPHONE 
01865 276060 

FOR INFORMATION ON THE SCHOOL, 
PLEASE CONTACT THE 
MASTER’S SECRETARY ON 01865 242191 


CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 
Boys' Preparatory and Pre-Prep School 



g .je 

offer CHORAL SCHOLARSHIPS for Christ Church Cathedral Choir 
Bursaries for Choristers up to 60% of fees 

VOICE TRIAL SATURDAY 14th October 2000 
for boys aged seven years old 

For further details please contact: 

James Smith BMus, Headmaster 
3 Brewer Street, Oxford OX1 1QW 
(Tel: 01865 242561) (Fax: 01865 202945) 
e-mail: admin@cccs.org.uk - www.cccs.org.uk 
Or Stephen Darlington, Cathedral Organist 
Christ Church Oxford OX1 1 DP 
(Tel & Fax 01865 276195) 



THE 


Concert Hall 

♦ READINGS 


Classical Concert 
Season Autumn 2000 


Thursday 14 September at 7.30pm 

THE ORCHESTRA OF ST. JOHN’S 

Conductor John Lubbock, Cello Robert Cohen. Programme includes Tchaikovsky: Rococo 
Variations: Beethoven; Symphony No 7 Op 92. 

Thursday 28 September at 7.30pm 

THE BORODIN QUARTET 

Shostakovich: Quartets No 1 & 7; Beethoven; Quarter Op 59 No 1. 

Friday 3 November at 7.30pm 

MELVYN TAN/LONDON MOZART PLAYERS 

Haydn: Divertimento in G for String Trio; Mozart: Piano Quartet in G Minor K478; 
Schubert: Trout Quintet. 

Thursday 23 November at 7.30pm 

MITSUKO UCHIDA 

Schubert: Sonata in A monor D537 & Moments Musicaux; Debussy: Three Preludes; Chopin: 
Sonata No 2 in B flat minor Op 35 

Sunday 26 November at 3.00pm 

THE FLORESTAN TRIO 

Piano Susan Tomes, Violin Anthony Marwood, Cello Richard Lester 
Haydn: Piano Trio in E flat Hob XV 29; Faur6: Piano Trio in D minor Op 120; 
Schubert: Piano Trio in B flat D898 

Reading Arts Box Office 0118 960 6060 

Tickets for Mitsuko Uchida £18.50, £16.50. 

All other concerts £14.50, £12.50 
Book all five concerts for only £60, 
a saving of £16.50 


^Reading 
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Reading Road, 
UPTON 

★ Home Cooked Food 
* Families Welcome, Traditional Beers 
★ We can cater for large parties upto 18 people 
★ Accommodation 

Tel: 01235 850723 




lighting and Lampshade 
Specialists 

Manufacturers of Handmade Lampshades 

Selection of Ceiling Fittings and Wall Brackets 
Large Range of Table Lamps 
Stockists of all types of Lamp Bulbs 
IF NOT IN STOCK - WE CAN GET IT! 

FOR FRIENDLY SERVICE CALL US ON 

OXFORD 01865 841 433 



BERKELEY CASTLE 

Just off the A38 midway between Bristol and Gloucester, England’s 
oldest inhabited castle and most historic home. Since 1153 twenty four 
generations of Berkeleys have transformed a savage norman fortress into 
a truly stately home full of treasures and history. 

The Castle is surrounded by sweeping lawns and Elizabethan 
terraced gardens. 

The butterfly farm is a tranquil oasis with hundreds of exotic 
butterflies in free flight. 

There is a plant centre at the butterfly farm stocked with outdoor plants, 
shrubs, house plants, china and earthenware. 

Free car park. Picnic lawn. Tea rooms. Gift shop. 

2000 OPENING TIMES . 

April & May - Tuesday to Sunday 2pm-5pm. 

June - Tuesday to Saturday llam-5pm, Sunday 2pm-5pm. 

July & August - Monday to Saturday llam-5pm, Sunday 2pm-5pm. 
September - Tuesday to Saturday llam-5pm, Sunday 2pm-5pm. 
October - Sundays only 2pm-4.30pm. 

Bank Holiday Mondays llam-5pm. 

Enquiries: 01453 810332 

BERKELEY CASTLE CHARITABLE TRUST - REGISTERED NUMBER 1061062 

BERKELEY CASTLE 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE GL13 9BQ TELEPHONE 01453 810332 


PARISH OF WANTAGE 

Opportunity for two talented musicians to lead and develop 
the musical life of the parish. 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

to maintain a high standard of choral music in the liturgy and 
contribute to the development of a concert programme. 

ASSISTANT ORGANIST 
to accompany services and deputise for The Director 
of Music. 

New 3-manual organ established choir 
Near Oxford and an hour from London 
For details please contact: 

Fr John Salter, The Vicarage, The Cloisters 
Wantage, Oxfordshire OX12 8AQ 
Tel: 01235 762214 
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Hare Lane, Little Kingshill 

The new licencees. Alan & Pam Sandell. welcome you to a pub with 
good food, good beer and good company. This English country pub. 
set in the Buckingham countryside. Is full of character. 

We offer a full selection of real ales. Bass. Adnams. Rlngwood Best 
Bitter. Flowers Original and coming soon. Six X and Pedigree, a great 
food area and a real fire in Winter. An extensive range ofnomc 
cooked dishes is available every day for lunch and dinner, including 
home-made soups, main courses, snacks, vegetarian and sweets at 
reasonable prices. 

FOOD TIMES OPENING HOURS 

LUNCHTIME 12-2pm MON-SAT 

EVENING 6.30-9pm 12-3 pm tr 6-1 1pm 

SUNDAY ROAD £5 SUN 

NO FOOD SUN/MON EVE 12-3pm b 7-10pm 

QUIZ NIGHT ON TUESDAY 
SENIOR CITIZENS LUNCH _ 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

XMAS PARTY BIBKINGS NIW BEING TAKEN 

O & 622*^9 7 
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Abbey Stadium, Lady Lane, Blunsdon, Swindon 

off the A419 

1L 



Phone for details of the ABBEY RESTAURANT and the 
AMAZING 6 PACK PARTY OFFER (ref D01/TCI) 

Free admission and Racecard 
with this voucher!!! 

WED, FR! & SAT (First Race 7.30pm) 

Telephone 01793 721253 

www3windongreyhoud.com 
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discovery Centr# 



Hands on science fun, 
a great day out for everyone! 

(Whatever the weather) 



DOWN THE PLUG HOLE SHOW 

Have fun learning about science in the bath tub 

26th JULY - 14th SEPTEMBER 2000 

11am, 12pm, 2pm, 3pm 

(OPPOSITE CORAL REEF) NINE MILE RIDE, BRACKNELL 
BERKS RG12 7QW 

JUNCTION 3 OFF M3 OR JUNCTION 10 OFF M4 ... 

01344 354400 

website: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/lookout \ 
e-mai I : TheLookOut@bracknel l-forest . go v. u k 
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